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CHAPTER XXII. 

In g&y hoitillty, and barliarous pride» 
With ktlf matiktnd embattltd at hi« sMe, * 
Grett Xerxes comes to aeize thc rertam prey. 
^Afid ttarves exhausted re^tcns tniíi^ nfuj.; 
Attendant (Uttcry counts li» myriads o*er ; : 
TiU countcd Énjiiads aoothe hia pride no vahte, »• 
The íiMulted sea with bumbler fliotight h.e gains ; • 
Á tingle sbip to spted hts fligKc ceinaiiíf . 

JOHNfOK. 

npHOUGH King Edward would wil- 
lingly have loitered away the sutnmer- 
months at Newcastle, wasting in idle 
shews his tíme, bis treasures, and his re« 
putation ; necessity now compelled him 
to accompany his brave nephew, Gilbert 
de Clare^ and lead his troops imo Scot- 
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land. The unwieldy multitude marched 
hastily tbrough Northumberland, whose 
ruixied viláages and bar/en fídds bore 
moufnful testimony to the miseríes of 
the provinces which lie between power- 
ful but hostile nations. Every Eng- 
lish heart throbbed with indignatiou, and 
every tongue threatened retributíon on 
Scotland, with whose fat beeves ahd 
fair dames they promised to solace 
themselíves for their present privations, 
But on pasáng the Tweed, the same 
scene of desolation contmued ; nothing 
was left for food or.fofage, no trace of 
inhabitation but the fortified .castle or 
the, sacred monastery; the formcr t^o 
well protected by nature or art tayieW 
to a sudden ass^ult» or of too little im- 
po^tance to detain . a ; numerous host, 
wttom necessity obliged to .presa on . to 
some spotr where they^might find sub- 
sistence y. and the latter, if npt protected 
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by ks sa&ctky, was of ab vahíe from itt 
poverty. 

^ Has sileace che same tneamng' fai 
Scotland as submisdon P" in^uired tbg 
King, wfao had now advanced beyotid 
Danbar v/ithout receivíng the suppHcá- 
tory embassy He had long expécted from 
Bruce, to oflFer him a tribute which he 
could consame upon his diversión^, aíid 
for which he was willing to grant that 
heró his permissbn to wear a vassal 
crown. Gioucester pointed to the bea* 
cons wbicb'bhzéd on every emitirte} 
directed :the royal ear to the sound of the 
alarm beils, and the eye to a yec nu^é 
forj)^idajt>re sign of steady xiesistance ; tbe 
numeróos horsemen, who htuig upm 
their i^F. Boldyhardy, and well iaured 
to war, the Scottish knight or baran 
clahned no cfistincf ion over his feHowérs, 
either m personal índul^ence, ót military 
equifímemv utúncumbered with bággage^ 
except their árms^ a metal pkte> anda 
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bág of oatmeal, their horses seemed to 
partake of the temperament of iheir 
riders ; and after sustaining the fatigue of 
a twenty-four hours march, were dis- 
missed at Bight to browse among the 
heath, wbile the trooper, if the barren 
district afforded no animal that he might 
slaughtér and devour, baked his oat«cake 
ón a turf fíre, allayed his thirst at the next 
brook, and lay down in his armour to 
saatch a short slumber^ interrupted by 
habitual attention to every sound. 

. Such were the bands which preceded 
and foUowed the English army : by the 
former, all supplies were removed ; by the 
latter> every straggler was cut off. Kíng 
Edward's' cavalry were not íleet enough 
to pursue them, and they had orders to 
avoid an engagement. 
/ iSdcling castle was the only remnant of 
Edwárd the First's conquests,' which sttH 
{kppeitaíned to the crown of Ettgland. It 
was now abouit a year since Edward Bruce 
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sat down before h, but his siege «as 
'rather a blockade than an assault, on ac- 
coont of the govemor, Sir IHülip Mow- 
bray, having signed a capitulaúon, pro* 
mising to surrender if his Sovereign did 
not relieve him within a twelvemonth* 
That teria was now nearly ezpiíed ; and 
the garrisoQ were so sorely pressed by 
famine, diac Mowbray sent to request the 
King would not waste his time before 
Edinburgh, but basten on to his succour. 
On the banks of the brook Bsuinock, 
was fought one of the most memorable 
actions in English histoiry. Thef e King 
Robert had dravm up his army ; small, 
but well appointed, admirably trained, and 
united by a generous attachment to their 
leader, and a sense of their national inde^ 
pendence. The night previous to the 
engagement/ Bruce assembled his bands,' 
and wíth them performed the rite of con > 
fession, attended with its most impressive 
solemnitíes. On.the next moming, pre» 
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-éúüs ta mílitary array, the bishops and 
prkstG^ as soldiers of Heaven, ushered in 
the dawn hy celebrating the blessed vico* 
toiy obtained over sin aBd death ^ the 
ahbot bf Abecdeen said mass for the 
iirfaole . army ; and the sacrament wm 
adnainistered to ei^ery indhiduai ; after 
which, the troops weve coaveniently 
arranged to hear the Eiag's exhortatíon. 
^^'Mosc valiant íriends and countrymecby^' 
said the noble Bruce y ^^ ye see what need 
ive have this day to fígbt against 6ur 
enemies, to deKver ouf afflicted natioii 
i^om the cruel tynnny of those \rhbae 
hopea of success are founded on bitf 
Aatby and the utter d^struction of Scok^ 
hnd. Thev are come with theb whrcs 
aad diildrea, as if this sation were 
t 'barreR uninbabited oaílntry, or they 
pnly coasida»d us as &eble ])ersons 
fit for nothÍBg but their pastshe, as 
they haré mvented tortures which. would 
be to US insuffierable disgrace^ as wdl 
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as misery. Therefore let us appeai to 
the greac God who knows die justic^ 
pf our cause, and to bim who suffered 
on the cross for \is; and let us pray 
to, them to send us victory, which^ if 
we< íirmly de{>end on their ¿¡nrour, ve 
oe^ not dqubt wiU foUow our good 
and honest endeavours« fie not ye dis# 
caaisiged, my fñends^ at the aumbei of 
(he eneony ; for they ai^ not resohite meo^ 
who' come te fíght for honour axid 
glory, 'hut are for the most part .vicióos 
pec^9 wbo) by their extravagant Ums^ 
hav€ ruined their estates ín: tíoek.&mú 
countriesy ancicome now to prey upoÉ 
our&^ -**- bang .QQcouf^ed by the raía 
promises óf King Edward^ w^o di>es .aat 
imagine tbat we are^ ifeady to loae •our 
liva$ in defence of our coimtry, rather 
than submit to hís tyranny and cr^elt¡y. 
Leí u8 then not be afraid of . their ydtf: 
but actually feeble inuUitqdei bnt trUslto 
the Divine assistance» that we.shail.not 
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only save our lives and liberties, but also 
gain honour and ríches by our \'alour/* 

The situation of the Scottísh army was 

admirably chosen ; behind them lay a wild 

rocky district, to which, ¡f defeated, they 

could retreat : a monntain, or rather inac- 

cessible precipice, secured one of their 

fiánks ; and the other v^as guarded by a 

inorass, large enoi^gh to ingulph King 

Edward's army. To increase their own 

security, and stríke terror mto the Eilg- 

iish, even at the outset, they had dug a 

deep ditch in front of their main body, 

fíned^th sharp stakes, and covered with 

hnrdles and turf ; into which, as was ' 

expected, the English horse fell at their 

. first charge, and rose no more. Per- 

haps Robert would have dispensed with 

some of these precautions, had he known 

the exact state of the array that opposed 

him } exhausted by a long march ; en- 

feebled by the diminution of that portion 

df'food and rest, which to them habit 
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rendered necessary ; disappointed of their 
expected spoil, and hope of easy con- 
quest ; the leaders disunited, and cherish- 
ing the same suspicbns and contempt for 
their Ktng, ^hkh tbey had endeavoured 
to repress in the mkids of their foUowers ; 
the bands of Herefbrd» Lancaster, and 
Warwíck, so particularly ill-disposed, 
that but few of them could be brought 
mto action, and many of the feudatory 
troops undisciplined and ignorant of arms; 
their numbers, as Bruce justly óbserved» 
increased their weakness, and the panic 
which seized them on the disaster of the 
cavalry, paralized all their future opera- 
tions. 

Ifistorians agree in giving King Edward 
the praise of personal courage in tbis 
battle. When he marshalled his army, 
he addressed them in a speech, wherem 
he excited their exertions by the hopes 
of glory, and the large possessions he 
would bestow upon their valour ; whereat , 
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if úíey díd not litgbt valiantly^tmt w&ene4 
the Sco^jta ov^power thi^m» they woul4 
non cnil3s fcurfat tfaí^e advantages^ kut 
must be oyerwhelmed with sbamei aa4 
igflominy. The different disposióons of 
the armies and of thepr comn^nd^fi may 
be gs^^red {rtoipi tbejs^. siddresses. Vain 
land ^uÉigiuiie^ \i1íq t^ tho^ debauch^d 
childreik of ÍQdole¥H:e, ^ho thínk, when 
^ey are once ticuised to afition, all diíEcut- 
úesi are inMantly sub^n^^. Edward» 9^ he 
advanced with. his ^cbers^ sa^ tbe Scottísb 
army fall v^pos. theb knees to recomxnen4 
themselves to God, whifó the abbot of 
iVbardeen advaiiced. i|i fronte elevating a 
crucifix for *h¡8 banner. . Prepossessad 
wltb the loag-indulged expectation of 
Úiár ultímate subpfíissipny his native cler 
teietakcy made km^ turn to ordo* his com^ 
mandiefs t^ apare the supposed suppliants ; 
but he tturned tp wímess the destructiw 
of his horse^ and to hear the shxiek of 
tonsteroation fiom his own army. 
10 
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The cavalry wére estimated at twehty 
thousand; those who disengaged jítem-^ 
id ves from the covered trenchés, wHIé 
broken and confused, were received by 
the Lo^Iand iilfantry on theír sharp 
spéárs 5 and >A'Ken, by a third attempt tó 
charge, this line was^ partíally broken, the 
Eftgtísh cuifaissers found themselves ori 
gfotrndstuck full of sharp spikes of íroñ ; 
befbind which the Scotch again ralfied, 
formed, and completed their destruction, 

W<htle-'tli& passed in the centre, Ed- 

* 

ward'Bruce, wrth his Highlanders,chargéd 
áíid'foütédtheEngíish archers; and thus 
thé chief dependences of Edward Were at 
thfe «ame time broken and defeatéd. Thé 
mass which formed the main army, whó 
were to h^ve poured upoñ the'^Ldwlkná 
bffindisf, when the cavalry had thrown fhfenl 
kitó confusíoa, has been alreadv defecribed.' 
Sóch ^oops may be stimulated tó attack ;- 
they.cali nevcr be made ta rally va» thef 
fled, the Scotch advanced, andsooñcartil» 
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to the rear-guard; where^ to inervase the 
a{q>earaiice of numbers, the drívars of the 
carriages, asd the women who fbllcwed 
the ariny, had disposed tbemselves ió 
ranks, and displayed banners to terrify 
thdr fpes^-^a weak device, which only led 
to Tedoubied ctuelty, and indiscriminate 
slaughter. Fifty thousand English, say 
the Scottish historians, were this day slain 
or taken. Seven hundred knights^ the 
flower of national chivalry, lay dead oa 
the field $ and among that number, the 
young Earl of Gloucester, the idol of the 
nafíon^ ¿randson by his mother Joan of 
Acre to the illustrious Edw^rd/andby 
his father to Richard de Clare, who,~w 
the barons' wars alone, defended hiiñself 
against twelve enemies; and ii^hen his 
horse was killed under him^ pitched one 
of his opponents by his .leg put of the 
^addlé, vaulted into his seat, and con*^ 
tinued the fight till he was rescued by bis 
ikiends. Amiable, as weil as brave, this 
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noble scion of an heroic stock, on tbe 
alarm bdng given that the horse veré 
overthrown, nished into the battle witboot 
hb distinguisbmg mail, and feil among 
the heaps of his slaugbtered countrymeOy 
sorely lameAted evea by his enemies, who 
xirished to have saved the hero they 
revered. 

The prísoners brought inte the Scot- 
tish camp out«numbered their conquerors : 
the moft illostrious of these was the £arl 
of Hereford, who, faithfuUy defending 
his^ royal brother-inJaw in the hour of 
extremest danger, atoned, by his per- 
enal fídelky, for the defection of his 
tnx)ps. Edward reluctantly left the. 
fíeld, penetrated alike with shame and 
grief : of all his late numerous host, 
he could not coUect enough to forra 
a guard to protect his person ; only 
íifteen noblemen accompanied him to 
Dtinbar, whkher he fled, pursued by, 
Sir James Douglass, who could have 
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isken him and bb ésoort piisonery but 
fiom the smallness. ofthéir nuinber,:be^ 
líeving th^m. tó be ooly common fugi- 
tbes,besuíFeredthieibto escape. Ac Dan- 
bar, the Earl of March, pityíag bis dís- 
tressed condición, suj^lied him mth a 
smsdl boat, and sent him by «ea to Eng- 
land« ' < / 

Thu8, Uke anbther Xerxes for extra- 
vagant hopes and singular misíbrtunes, he 
reached York in personal safety, after 
e^xriching Scotland with !i:e. gaudy spofls 
mth whicb, instcad of provisions and 
nái^taiy stores, he had encumbered bis 
aármy, the bravest of whom took' posse^ 
sión of her soil for their graves. Ai 
York, he collectej the ñigitiye^, vfho 
might stiH have been deemed a formidable 
body, ifeífiden<y depended uponnumbers. 
' 9ot th^ tnilitary spirit of the £ngli$h was 
entirely bi'okea; axui the Scottish- Insto- 
rians affirvn^ (bat, during the remainder 
of this disastroiis reign, ten of their hardy 



( '5 ) 

wairiors iKPere enougb to put ooe hunr 

dred l&ilglisb ta flígbt ; and a people so 

DQQQWQked and terrible in tbe time of 

thc^ . lM:e . i|)Qnarcb> became a taunci% 

pcoveiíb' of rq[>roaicl!L, stigmatized for 

luxury and eSefiHnacy> as a nation of 

k^uSbpns ai)d trifiers, feeble ia couneU, 

feebleF in the field, vain and improvidait, 

^owardiy ai^d irreli^us.».^ 

In the battle of Bannock-bourn^ 

tbe courage aod coüdud of King Ro«» 

bert were eq^uaJly Qpn^picuous. As he 

rqde through his ranks^ be was per* 

SQíially assailfed by an; Englisb spear-man^ 

^bom be struck dead» Tbe splendid 

tríumph which be xhere acbieved, af- 

forded an, oppprtunity for dieplaying vir- 

tues of aji highei; order. Tbe^ ransom of 

* Atthis time was made the celebrated distich,-^ 
Long beards thriftless ; 
Pftinted hoods widesa; 
Gay coats gcaceless, , 
Make England heartless» 
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die numerous prisoners, and the spoil of 
the English) he bestowed upon hk war- 
ríorS) only reserving the rich embroídery 
and gold and silver stufis for altar doth» 
and other sacerdotal decorations. His own 
reward consisted notinpecuniarytreasures: 
bedde the ríches of; immortal fame, and 
his people's most ardent love, he received 
from England, . in exchange for the Earl 
of Héreford, his béloved consort Isabdla, 
who had been detained there a prisoner 
for nine years, during which he was pain* 
fuUy struggling for the emancipation of 
Scotland. How ríchly, at last, was his 
generous sacrifice of the dearest prívate 
ties to pubtíc good rewarded, on thus 
purchasing the liberty of her he best loved» 
by completíng the salvation of his coun* 
try» and solacing her loiig sufferings by 
the acquirement of an independent crown. 
It is further recorded of this heroic ch^- 
racter, that the bnly trait of personal ex*, 
ultation which he díscovered, was the par- 

7 
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donable tyranny of compelling a monky 
whom he found among the prisoners, to 
describe the victory in Latín verse, though 
he had been brought into Scotland by 
King Edward to nárrate his triumphs. 
Happy would it have been for England» 
had his desire of national retaliation been 
as températe as his vanity j but his coun- 
try had deeply suffered in the contest 
with the firstEdward, and his pursuit of the 
second ivas marked by the bloodiest spirit 
oJF revenge. He sazed the four most 
northem countíes, and wasted Yorkshire 
to the walls of its capital, buming the 
towns, and tsddng the casdes. The strong 
hold of Berwick was, the English say, 
surrendered by treachery ; if so. Bruce 
^sdained the traitor he had corrupted, 
for he hung the govemor at the gates of 
die castle,— -an acuon happily irrecon- 
dleable with our improved concepdons of 
an hero ; but our predecessors must be 
judged of by the habits of their own age, 



( »8 ) 

.and not by the standard of a more en» 
lightened era. 

, While Bruce thus enriched Scot- 
land with the ^poils of Englaiid, the 
latter country became the victim of other 
fiore visitations of Providence, Scarcity 
increased into a íatiiine, and famine 
was followed by pestilence. For three 
yearS) the crops had been so alarimngfy 
deficient, that provisions not only ex- 
ceeded the abílity of the poorer classws to 
purchase, but were iñaccessíble even to 
tfie rich. The facts stated by the antient 
chronicles chill humáñity. They spesác 
-of neglected prisóners feeding on each 
other ; of parents bidtng theír infants, lest 
they shoald be. devoured ; of hundreds 
dying for want of food ; and- thou&ands 
perishing of disease, engendered by eating 
the putrid careases of animáis 9 or vege* 
tat4e substánces, improper íbr nutrition. 
The Sang was toucbeÜ wirh ia livety sense 
of the miseríes of his people ; he called a 
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parliament, and pathetically recommended 

their distresses to legíslative considera^ 

tiott» But the disaster was beyond humaa 

reoiedy ; and the statutes which were 

pas8ed to regúlate the price o£ provisions 

having been found to increase the evil 

tbey were meant to obvíate, were, in the 

£QUowiag sessions, repealed ; and the only 

imreacinded e^it of parliamentary ínter-» 

ferafice, was a law, makíng ít a capital 

i^loQ^y to make any kínd of líqqor {rtmi 

gjcam» üi oroer that the whole produce of 

the earth might be converted to bread 

alone. It ís paínful to relate an inátance 

of the King'^ weakness, which to us ap- 

pears like wanton waste and cruel mock- 

ery, yet marks his índelible afiection, and 

might probably be considerad by him 

as an offering of expiatory piety, to avert 

the judgments with which England was 

vi^ted, for what seemed in his estima- 

tion the foulest . of crimes. He chose 

this season to remove the body of Gaves«> 
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ton from its obscure grave, and to re^ 
Ínter it, with a profusión of expence, in 
a royal sepulture. He inviíed the princi- 
pal spiritual and temporal lords to assist 
at the ceremony ; but, either deeniing the 
procession impious, or disdaining the ser- 
vice, or again intending to prove their 
determined resistance to that system of fa- 
vouritism which this action shewed the 
aew advisers of the King meant to encou- 
rage, they considered the invitation as an 
insult, and the summons was generaily 
disobeyed« * 

* Thk chapter is almost closely historicd. 
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CHAPTER XXni. 

Ñor peace ñor ene the hean can know, 

Which, Uke the needle tnie. 
Turas mt the toach of joy or woe» 

But, turnia^, trembles too. Gretillc. 

A MID these horrors, the Countess of 
Lanca3ter reposad in luxuríous se* 
curity at Canford castle. She had been 
preservad from sharing the fate of those 
ladies who foUowed the army which in« 
vaded Scotland, by the machioations of 
Surrey,who,in forwardinghis own designs, 
secured her safetv. Her zest for mili- 
tary glory was entirely lost ; and her alarm 
at being circumscribed in her actions, by 
a guard of strangers placed over her by 
the King, was so extreme, that she feadily 
acceded to a plan propomided through the 
agency <^ Beatríce, to put on a hood and 
surplice, and in the disguise of a choris- 
ter pass through the gates of Newcastle, 
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with the. funeral of Beauchamp, whose 
corpse was permitted to be removed 
for interment at Warwick. The depar-. 
ture of this sad prpcession a little pre- 
ceded thatfof the numerous host, who went 
to give their bodies tp the rapid Forth, or 
to strew the Cheviot hills with their war- 
wom forms. With other prospecta the 
combatantsdeparted ; but Alicia left New- 
castle, moralizing on the contrasted splea- 
dor of her entrance, and the moumful 
cast of her present occupation and attire, 
and Hstening to the solemn straíns óf her 
^conipanions, as they shouted the foHow- 
ing dirge : — 

" Prepare," great Warwick proudly. críed, 
** A rosy chaplet for my bride ; 

And bind around xny stiTiny hair 

■ 

The laufel-garland conquerors wear. . 
" With cht>ral songs of tifiahiph gay, 
" Ye minstrels, inix my nuplial lay ; 
" And from the battlements of Guy 
" Bid all the festal streamers fly." 
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But bríng no brídal chaplets now» 

Ñor laurels for the victqr'a brow ; 

And let themaater minstrá'fe hand 

Astndn of deep«tt woe commaitd. 

Han¿ ye on Guy's proud battkment 

The broken lance» and banner rent ; 

While bells in solemn cadenee toll» 
' " Pray for the peace of Warwick'a soul.'* 
Nowr, for the nupttal pall cinmeet^ 

:We wrap ihee in the wiadiíig-sheet ; ^ 

And on thy faded relies place 

The rosary and signa of grite. 

Instead of honour's guerdon bright» 
The torches for thy bier we light ; 
And ckd in sable houaings lead 
In lolentn pace thy r«arlike steed. • 

Ohy much beW'd, n^ucb mouni'd, fareviid4 
Whene'er ouc aaddeat tales we dwell -r- ' , 
On glory's radian t visions shroudedy 
On love's bright lamp by darkness clouded> 
On beauty withering ia the tomb, . 
On YÍrtue Uasted in ita bleom -^ . ' 
For thy soul's reat our beads ^'U tell» 
Oh> much beloy*d, much moum*df fsune^iyell I 

The a&ctionate hsart of Alicia was 
i^stored^: by the deep impressbn of this 
scene^ to a. xight toioe of feeUng^ She 
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wept for the gallant companion of her 
youth, cut oiF in the moming of his days 
and the spríng-tide of hk hopes, and íbr 
the yet more pitiable situation of his des- 
tined partñer, who, concealed in a cióse 
litter, foUowed the remains of her plighted 
lord, alternately regretting that "grief 
did not kill/' and lifting her eyes to 
heaven, with a prayer for that resigna- 
tion which her meek dejection seemed to 
indicate she had already obtained. 

With these feelings the Countess of 
Lancaster blended apprehensions for the 
safety of her son, who had been stolen 
from her quarters, vi^hile she went to con- 
solé Matilda immediately after Warwick's 
death. She indeed guessed (as was the 
case) that fear and affection had inspired 
oíd Mabel with the spirit of enterpríze, 
who, being too much unacquainted with 
courts to approve tbeir manners, and (as is 
generally the habit of the vulgar) prone to 
credit every tale which throws reproach 
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on her superioi^, implícitly believed the 
report that Warwick was poisoned, and 
concluded that all of his party would 
share bis fate. She remembered the 
freedom with which she had spoken her 
sentiments, and doubted not that every 
censure she had uttered had been repeated 
to the King, whose enmity would make 
her the next sacriñce ; and áfter herself, 
she supposed the heir of the house of 
Lancaster would be eminently obnoxious. 
At the moment that her lady, on depart- 
ing with the Earl of Hereford, put the 
child ínto her arms, she formed a project 
for its security. ' A trusty horse-boy sad- 
dled the roan hobby. She wrapped the 
young Sir Edmund in his mantle, drew 
her riding-hood o ver him, mounted, and 
passed the gates without molestation, 
though not without a strong inclination to 
stop and reprove the insolence of the 
porter, who, as he let her through, 
uttered a jest indicative of the King's opi- . 
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nion of the uselessness of oíd women. She 
was repaid, however, for this extraordí« 
Qary suppression of loquacity by the gra- 
tificaüon of talking to the child duríng her 
journey; to the free use of this cordial 
specifíc may be attríbuted her having 
strength to travel to Pontefract, with short 
mtervals of rest and refreshment, till she 
sheltered herself and her précious charge 
within its walls. 

The funeral procession stopped as soon 
as it reached the high groimd overlooking 
the fords of the Tyne ; the priests sus- 
pended, the dirge, while they blessed the 
Englisb army, whose many-coloured baá- 
ners they distinctly perceived \vinding 
across the naked moors on their way 
to Scotland. Here the Countess, judg* 
ing herself ¿afe from pursuit, had de* 
termined to re-assume her own charac* 
ter, and devote her most assiduous atten» 
tion to the consolation of Matilda, who, 
$he resolved, should be her constant com- 
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pánica tiU the £arl of Lancaster's retorou 
But tfae servige Vfhich Surrey had ren« 
dered her, was not of that dismterested 
nature to allow her the society of oiie who 
would 80on counteract thei infiúence of hÍ9 
emissaries. Though compelled himself to 
fbllow the King's banner, he had taken 
care that the lady, whom hb contrivance 
rescued from peril and fitigue, should 
still be surrounded by those vitho would 
fiU her ear with his pr^í$e$, and banish 
from her mind such reflections as woul4 
repel his hopes. Sir Hilary and Bea« 
trice were in waiting at this spot with a 
fleet palfrey, which, they íntreated, she 
would instantly mount^ and proceed with 
them throngh bye-paths towards Ponte* 
fract, where they encouraged her to hope» 
from the testimony of the horse-boy, she 
would fínd her son, and where alone she 
would be safe from the pursuit which the 
King would cause to be made, when, on 
mustering his retinue, he found himself 

c z 
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deprived of an hostage, 6n whose preser- 
vation depended the fidelity of the bands 
óf Lancaster. To the objected unkind- - 
ness of leaving Matiida in her first sorrows, 
it was answered that, as the widowed 
maiiden would doubtless choose a monas- 
tic Ufe, the walls of Ainesbury would be 
her bést shelter, and its holy vows her 
most appropríate comforters. Impatience 
to behold her darling boy precipitated 
AHcía's decisión ; and the obvious neces- 
sity of Consulting her own safety, by <ivoid- 
ing all unnecessary disclosures, influenced 
her to desert the procession without 
taking leave of her moummg frietíd. 

At first Súrrey had determined to con- 
rey his intended victit» to his own castle : 
but, though this would more speedily have 
secured possession of her person, hÍ6 
design upon her possessions would be 
frustrated by such precipitation. All hope* 
of succass depended upon her making him 
the object of her preférence, and he had 
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aiready so far succeeded as to change dis<> 
gust into endurance, pity and gratitudes 
His agents were, therefore, ¡nstructed to 
proceed. with caution, to dwell on his 
praises and on her obligations to his 
fríéndship, and to induce her to consider 
him in the light of an honourable, gene-, 
rous protector. In this capacity he hoped 
to be ínvited to her castle ; whére oppor- 
tunities might be afibrded, which he; 
would so improve, that, for the sake of 
her reputation, if not from affectión, she 
' nú^ht be compelied to plead her pre-con- 
tract, and sue for a diyorce from Lan- 
caster. ' The King's favour to him, and 
fixed enmity to the murderer of Gaves- 
ton, added to his own influence at the 
papal court, left no obstacles to his views 
but the inclinations of the lady. 

To Pontefiract, therefore, the Countess 
of Lancaster was conveyed, where she 
found and.embraced her son, thanked 
and rewarded Mabel, and seQt án oiFer- 

c 3 
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ing of gold ánd jeweb to the áirineof 
Si . John of Bev^srley, thepatron-saint of tbe 
Earl of Suirrey . Thus having in her own 
estimarion discharged the obligations of 
maternal affection, gratitode and piety, 
she was easiiy seduced to return to thát 
course of indol^t dissipation, the insuffi* 
dency of which to supply the noii^r wants 
^' '' of the immortal mind she had oft-títnes 
experiehced, ackno^ledged ané deplored. 
The cabal formed by an intentíonal adid- 
terer sedulously employed themselve6 to 
keep her nund in that state which pre^ 
pares it to become tbe victim of tempta*- 
tbn, Still some untoward circumstanee 
* ever iñtervened to abate the ze6t of the 
preseht revel, and it was thdr par( to 
soggest reasons why the next would 
attain the very acmé of delight. Leí- 
cester and Holland, her appoínted advi- 
sers, were íar distant; and her lord's 
admonitions driven from her recoliection 
by a succession of more immediate cares. 



( 31 ) 

Bttt this career of promised pleasuré was 
speedrly interrupted by two alarming 
causes,-— the derangement of her own 
íinaxices^ and the approach of the victo- 
rious Scots. It was proposed to remedy 
the former by more rigorous exactíons of 
those supplies of provisions wkh which 
the feudal tenantry discharged their obli- 
gations to their lord : the general condi- 
tion of the kingdom now readered this 
payment impossible, ei^cept by tearíng 
Irom the wretched husbandman that hard- 
eamed bread which was to sustain hm 
abiliry to lahour. Alicia shrunk from 
every act of inhumanity ; but, accustomed 
as she was to atteod only to those whom 
intjerest made oppressors, she was per- 
suaded to believe, that while satiety and 
üstlessness were the punishments of the 
great, unremitting exertion and scanty 
support were, to the humbler children of 
Adam, happiness. 

«4 
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As Pontefract was too near ^ the seat 
of war to be a safe residence; and as 
busy rumour aggravated the numbers, 
ferocity,^ and licentiousness of the enemy, 
Alicia was easily persuaded to remove 
her household to Canford castle, which, 
standing in the south of England, must 
.. (they observed) be one of the last places 
* the Scots could conquer. To have for- 
tifíed her castle,^ armed her vassals» and 
determined to defend their lives and her 
own, would have been performing the. 
part of a Blanche of Navarre; but 
' Alicia's mind was now too enervated for 
the imitation of virtue. During their 
journey towards Canford, she recollectéd 

that they would pass near the nunnery 

* 

of Amesbury, whóse hallowed walls now 
sheltered her mother's age, and her 
young fríend Matilda's sorrows. Would 
not a visit to these noble reclusés be 
dutifiíl and kind ? But she had so long 
aliowed herself to give way to any 
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suggestion which gratifíed her self- 
indulgeiice, that she was again easily per** 
suaded to believe that the ausiere Lady 
Margaret wpuld consider it sinñil to 
allow herself the indulgence of embrac- 
ing her daughter; and that to Mattida, 
the sight of . her would be a renewal of 
her tears. To herself the visit must con- 
fessedly be painful, and surely she could 
not wish to revive in those who had 
renounced the world, any recollections 
that would counteract the oblivious calm 
they must desire to feel. There was an 
infectious gloom, too, about the walls of 
a convente improper for those who had 
to contend with the arJuous diíficulties 
of án eminent station. The gentle spirits 
pf her dear lady (Beatrice observed) 
wanted bracing stimulants at this cakmi- 
tous períod ; it was better, therefore, for 
her to defer the visit which , it was ad* 
mitted, she should some time pay her 
mother, till she had attained more forti» 
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tuda; tUl publk afiáirs looked more 
¿beerfcil ; idll tbe Lady MaigareC ^%^ 
pre$$ed.a desire to see faer ;¡ to be ia« 
genuom^ till every excuse was es> 
baustedj or till oíd age or sicknes» 
^ arlivédy which in ancient times gaierally 
made ibe most dissipated, ^^ dytng, pút on 
tbe weeds of Dominick/' .YieMiag to 
tbese reaacMis, Alicia took a distant view 
Cf the edífíce^ where» duríng the time of 
tfae Sa&on monarchs, the rbyal penitent 
£lfrida sought, by ber liberality» her 
prayers^ and her tears, to expiate the 
crinSie of ambítíon, and called upon tfae 
fearth which sbe consecrated to the main« 
lenastce of holy rotrósses to hide the stainof 
her&tep-son'sblood. Aliciaandhermaidens 
joined' in reprobating this foul traosac-» 
dbn, and having toid their beads for her 
wul^ and for all otbei henef;Bictors to the 
richly«endowed pile, she felt that she had 
discharged her duty to its present inbabit^ 
ánts^ and was at leisure to listen to tfae 

lo " 
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reported cahmities of many ladies whe 
had acccxnpaiiied the English army, and 
had'Ao gallant lovers to feciUtate cheir 
escape after the fight of Baonock-bouin» 
Some had been carried off by Highlaod 
chiefe, and ieft on bare rocks among the 
stomy Hebrides, becaiise they would not 
sabmit to theur lawless desires ; ochers 
were still wanderíng among the CbeTÍot 
faSls, or starved to death in the deserted 
cottages of Northun^erland. Many had 
been burnt in their own castles^ because 
they would not surrendér them to these 
savages. From a particípatíon in these 
horrorSy Beatrice observed, her lady had 
been rescoed by the brave, wise, dis^ 
interested Surrey. It was a great coa* 
soiation to know that this flower of 
nobility survtved the wreck of thjt fatal 
battle. Aiter having pérformed prodigies 
of valour, and with bis single ann de* 
feoted pne wiag of Brucéis army, he 
brought off his own troops aii safe, and 
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was now employed tn putring Sandal 
castle and its dependendes in such a state 
of defence, that not a Scot durst fire one 
of his towns, or attempt to drive his 
cattle. 

Alicia acknowledged tbat she owed 
much to Lord Surrey, and \voiild devise 
some princely wáy to shew her grati* 
tude ; a deep sigh followed : 'wfaat did 
that sigh imply ?^-— íbr ít inspirad Sír 
Hilary and Beatrice with guilty hopes. 
" The wind,** said the Countess, *^ sitfr 
&ir from Spain : it will surely bríng me 
some news from my Lord/' 

■ 

The Bishop of Exeter was on^ of 
those true patriots, of whom the christian 
church has had frequent occasion to 
boast. In the hour of distress he abode 
with his flock, trat^elling to every part 
of his diocese, endeavouring to alleviate 
calamity, and setting. the example of 
patience and' provident frugality. He 
was now arrived at Wimborn-minster, to 
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inspect a distribution of food from the 
granaríes, which he had there established, 
and to minister medicines to the indigent, 
ambng vrhom the pestilence was raging 
with fearful violence, when he was in- 
fbrmed that a pilgrim, wh6 was worship» 
píng at the shrine of St.Cuthberg, im- 
plored his benediction. The Bishop 
hastened to the penitent, and embraced 
and blessed the Earl of Lancaster. The 
unexpected return of the man whom his 
esteem and affection selected as the only 
one who could arrest the tide of national 
calamities, drew Irom him, in the fírst 
instant of surprize, a joyous exclamation ; 
but, like the " iabe colours of the watery 
bow/' the hues of joy soon dis^olved 
in copious tears. ^' Holy íather/' said 
Lancaster, •* you give me a weeping 
velcome ; but I wiil not enquire the 
cause ; I know the distress and humilia- 
tion of England: a premonitory visión 
has hastened my return^ to serve and 
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save my country, if possible ; if not, with 
her to suffer and feU.** 

When religious impressions are so 

intímately interwoven with the habits úf 

the times as to give a colouring to every 

event, miraculous warnings and super- 

natural appearances are belíeved to be 

80 frequent, that, instead of staggeríng 

credibíHty, they hardly excite surprize. 

Modern scepticism,- combined with scien- 

tifie discovery and philosophical déduc- 

tions, denies the reality of these alledged 

instantes of Divine interposition ; yet, as 

we have reason to believe that, though 

some of these cases were fraudulent 

attempts to accomplish sinifter designs, 

in the majority the impression was real,— 

might not the eflfect on the soul of the 

devout believer, who conceived himself 

admitted to' the secrets of heaven, be 

salutary, thóugh the supposed prodigy 

was neither wonderful ñor prophetical. 
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The delusion which operated on the 
mind t>f the Earl resulted from, the 
vapourous phenomena of a mountain-^ 
ous región^ from his own acute sen* 
sibilities and gloomy forebodings, and 
from a long course of asceüc noorüfíca*^ 
tioQ and contemplative devotion, which 
had elevated his imagination^ tiU his soul 
seemed ready to burst from its attenuated 
mansión, and to receive its ideas rather 
from intuition than through the médium 
of the senses. The account which he 
gave to the Bishop w^s^ that, after his 
campaign in Valencia, he repaired to 
Montserrat, with other pilgrims ; here 
he submittied to the customary probation 
of ^ending many wed&s in severe ab« 
stinence and constant devotion, before 
he was deemed worthy to proceed with 
the holy troóp to the shrine at Loretto, 
While he waited the departure mf the 
galley, which was fitting out at Barcelona 
for that parpóse, oñ the night of the 
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nativity of the Baptist, (the date of the 
fight of Bannock-bourn,) while praying 
on the summit of one of the projecting 
rocks which stand piled on each other in 
that mountainous región, he saw among 
the clouds two liosts of aerial wamors, 
marshalled and ranged in long Unes 
across the sky. He could discem their 
banners — the crosses of Saint Andrew 
and Saint George; and those known 
national weapons, the bow and the broad- 
«word. Suddenly the army which displayed 
the insignia of England vanished from the 
cope of heaven; a sanguine stream flowed 
along the sky, which was succeeded by 
waving fíres, predictive * of blood and 
desolation. A valed spectre then stood 
by his side, arrayed in the hábiliments of 
death. The figure was moumful, in- 
distinct, and sileñt ; but he knew it to be 
his friend Warwick, and his &te there* 
fore needed not be told. The shadowy 
form melted into air \ again he looked 
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upon the heavens; the tríumphant host 
disappeared ; but the fígure of a knight 
in shining armour supplied its place, 
and expanded till its lineaments covered 
a space vast as that occupíed by the con- 
stellation of Orion. He appeared like 
one chsurged with important tidings, and 
he urged on his aerial courser so rapidly, 
that in an instant he ríiéhed ddwn the 
nórthern hcmisphere. 

The Bishop admitted that Warwick 
was dead, but rekited no particulars : he 
detailed the successive calamiiies v^hich 
moré than realized Lancaster's sad fore- 
bodings. For a time, the anguish of 
the patríot absorbed the aíFection of the 
íather and the husband. He had just 
enquired how far his own family were 
involved in the general misery, when he 
perceived one of his lady's pages among 
the crowd advancing to accost the Bishop, 
Domestic feelings then agonized his soul ; 
his limbs trembled ; while, to conceal his 
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emotion, he drew his hood over his íace^ 
that he might hear an undisguised ác<- 
count of his wife and his son* Were 
they well ?— had the destróying ángel 
\l^hich laid waste the land, sheathed the 
sword as he passed óver his dweiling ; 
or was the youth come to soKcit spiritual 
assistance to a dying penitent ? 

He fístened with breathless impatience 
to the first words which the page utteredt 
they. were a prayer fot an iñdulgence, 
^llowing his lady to make an abbot of 
misrule to preside at an entertainment 
which she was preparing to amuse the 
Earl of Surrey and other noble guests, 
for whom she was going to keep. the 
feast of St.Michael, with such extraordi- 
nary magnifícence as to make a master 
of the reveis absolutely necessary: he 
had also another íavour to request, which 
was, that a portion of grain might be 
allpwed her out of the Bishop's stores ; 
and as a pledge for repayment, she 
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oiFered to impawü the family jeweis* 
He affirmed the distress pf the honsehold 
was extreme^ thougfa, to diminish the con- 
sumption, the dolé to beggars at the 
gates was withhéld» and the school and 
the hospital were warned not to expect 
fnrther rations. 

The EarPs ind%nation was cá too 
sttru a caist to break out in exclama* 
úaos against this iacorrigible levitj; 
JLywf word uttered by the ^ page 
in^resaed on his memóry the con« 
¥Íetion of lus consortes disobediente, 
extravagance, iadiscretion/ and inhu- 
Bianíty. Which should he most con- 
demii;<^— goading the famished poor to 
desperation by an unseasonable display 
of luxuñotts waste; or sencíing the in- 
digent objects, whom úie had removed 
froni their houses and taughi to depaid 
OQ her for support, back to extremest 
miséry, in a staQe of tenfold destitution; 
or inviting Surrey to her castle in the 
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absence oí ber lord ? The dissolute 
Surrey!— the accused murderer of iníant 
innocence! — he whose unhallowed yows 
virgin decorum made her once rejeet ! 
Were these. the fruits of unrestrícted 
confidence and generous indulgence? — 
this .the example which she exhibited to 
her contemporaries, and her emulation of 
the matrons renowned in English annala ? 
-—this the society to which she pur- 
posed to introduce his son ? The Bishop 
marked the Earl's perturbation; and left 
the page, to enquire how he should word 
his reply. " Advise her/* said Lan- 
caster, " to be correct in her prepara- 
tions, for a banquet is often visited by an 
unexpected guest.*' 

^ With the conciliatory spirit which 
became the minister of the gospel of 
peace, the Bishop tried to extenúate the 
faults of indiscretion, and of flattered 
beauty corrupted by prosperity. He 
argued that the notoriety of this assig-* 
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nation was a presumption in íavour of 

its innocence. The guilty gallánt always 

stole in secret to his wanton's bower ; 

the honourable knight publicly visited 

the illustrious dame, of whose friendship 

he boasted. •* Wise and pious prince/' 

continued he, •* remember your recent 

sufferings from the mdulgence of in- 

températe passion, The church has just 

remoVed your suspensión from your civil 

duties : go, then, and resume your station 

in the State and in your family. Reform 

what is amiss ; but do it with temper 

and discretion. Deal gently with your 

erring spouse; and, by appearing to forget 

her past misconduct, prevent herfuture 

backslidings. Henceforth 1 trust you 

wiü be suíFered to remain the steady 

guide and daily observer of her conduct. 

We expect not stability from the vine, 

but sweetnéss ; and if we remove its sup- 

pOft, and bre^k down its fence, shall we 
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wonder at the beast of prey devouring its 
prostrate tendrils ?*' 

" Fatber/' returned the Earl/* "if but 
ene roving thought ventured to question 
the puríty of my wife, I would not stand 
here, a weeping vdttol, but with decisive 
firmness abjure at once my sorrows and 
my shames. The justification may be 
spared» where no dpubt is entertained* 
But surely it is enough, that the p^tent 
who left England, bowed down with the 
barden of his own transgressions, should 
fínd on his retum, that the woman 
whom his choice íixed on, or rather .the 
q>ecious beauty who disputed his idoU 
atrous hearc with his Maker, that she, 
instead of propitiating justice in his be- 
half, and ha&tening his return by her 
alm8*4eeds and prayers, has kept camival 
ia his absence, making a league with 
ruinotts prodigality and measureless sndis^ 
cretion. The harp of the nunstrel, and 
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the lieél of the dancer^ echo thi 

cs^tles; but the unfed poorw; 

gate, and the porter deals out 

stead of largessee ; nay, worse» 

selected pensioaers abe pronMs^ 

port, are drivaí shiveríng from 

prpvided cloisters, to supplicat^ 

jk)U8 meal from the already over- 

mooasteries, or to increase the t 

wretches such as I have hith 

who$e gaunt bodies and holl 

dowacasc from despair, seem te 

the earth, notas a goaerous ] 

but oniy as one vast grave 

unlike.are the objects by vfhic 

now ^rrounded !-— oh ! how w 

bappy peasantry whosc strengt 

satiety 9 whíle their viss^es looke 

How different, too, from yon gi 

whose crisped locks and soent 

speak the soft sybaríte, not the 

British banxieret, tralned m h 

castle to acquire fair pre-emine: 
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and arms. *Tis well for thee, Sir Fop- 
ling, that I am now unarmed, or this 
sanctuary would scarce protect thy in- 
sulting luxury." 

The Bishop crossed himsélf, and ad- 
jurad the Earl not to despoil the grace 
of his newly-attained reconcilíation with 
the holy church, by forfeking his scarcely- 
confirmed absolution of the scven deadly 
sins; only two wére in strictness camal, 
and men fell into the others often through 
¡nordinate self-esteem oftheir owñ spiritual 
attainments. " You have,** said he, •* for 
your sóuPs good, of late principally con- 
versed with valiant crusaders and mortifíed 
anchorites, from whbse manners those of 
a princely lady's domestics must be widely 
dissimilar. My conscierice and my habits 
alike require me to use plainness of speech. 
— In correcting the faults of your consort, 
remember your own. If unboünded in- 
dulgence has begot levity, be not rigid ór 
hasty in straitening the cords of restraint, 
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test you should break tbe spiíit, who$e 
supports you have conCnbuted to under- 
iñine. I will advbe the lady Alicia to 
prepare for your return ; and may your 
mildness in shewirig her wherein she has 
been to blame, and her ingenuousness 
in anticipating your censures, render you 
hencrforth as conspicuous for your con- 
jugal felicity as your piety and prompt 
obedience to those holy watchers who are 
^e guides o£ your soul/' 

As the Earl of Lancaster's superstitious 
zesl impelled bmi to pay his devotions at 
fjbe shrine of St. Cuthberg, (tbe selected 
patroness of the lands and castle of Can- 
fbrd,) before he presumed to enter its 
|»rectncts ; so the oUigations of cfaivalry 
required some testimony of grateful recol- 
lection from a knight safely returned írom 
combating infídels, to the memory of a 
£ng who íiad fallen in battle again^ the 
pagan Danés, and lay buried in Wimborn 
mirister^ On the tomb of Ethelred, 
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brother to Alfred the. Great, Lancaster 
laid a warrior's oflFering, namely» tbe 
broken sabré and jewelled turban of a 
Moprish vizier, whom be had slain oi^ 
the banks qf the £bro ;. the foraier as an 
appropríate omament ; the latter, to main* 
tain masses for the monarch's soul, pro- 
vided it was not yet redeemed from pur- 
gatory. But as since St. Vincent, who 
some hundred vears before >vas permitted 
to caKie a víew of those dolorous regbiis^ 
in order that he aiight describe them to 
unbelievers, no account had reached tbe 
holy see of the numbér of spirits who 
ivere there coñfíned, the canons of Wini«> 
bom proposed, that, in the event of tbé 
King's liberation, the church might have 
the privilege of appropriating bis dona*, 
tion to the benefít of any other suflferers, 
wbose situátion required tbeir prayers, 
and craved to be consídered as thdr/ 
proper representatives* 

CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XXni. 



« O ho« insaúable m the god of tfait world! he devoon our 
«ime, yet bidés eteralty from oar eycs." 

S0UTIIOATB*S SSRMONS. 



'ITJITH a miad firmly braced agaínst 
female blandishments, yet wíth a 
temper changed from stem indignatíon 
to solemn displeasure, by the mild dis« 
suasives of the Bishop, and the soothing 
influencie of devout exercises, the Earl 
of Lancaster wrapped his cloak around 
him, grasped his pilgrim-staff', crossed 
the river Stow^ and demanded admittance 
into his castle. At the sound of his 
well-known voice, the warder's trumpet 
announced the joyful news ^ the port* 
cuUis was . raised ; and the príncely lord 
entered in this lowly habit, while from 
every tower the inhabitants rushed to pay 
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him theír homag^, and congratúlate him 
on his retum. Ñor was his consort 
last ; for though his prompt appearance 
frustrated *a project which she had 
formed for a stately pageant and a mag- 
ñificent entry, nature spoke to her heart 
when the warder gave the signal, and 
suggested a recq)tion infínítely more 
gratefíil than the curvettings of capari- 
soned steeds, or the eiocutíon of híred 
órators. Seizing her young son, wha 
was sporting by her side, she flew wirh 
him in her arms along the corridor, with* 
breathless haste, and met the monarch of 
her heart with expressions more soul- 
subduing than the most artful rhetoridan 
could utter: — *^ Welcome! a thousand 
times wielcome, ever dear and most 

4 

honoured master!" 

The Eari*s resentment was as firmly 
ñxed as á man's could be who had noü 
forgot to love. A 11 the way from the 
minster, he mused on the incompetence 
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of an unáífianced churchman to deterniim 
what the hotiour óf an mjured fad^yand 
required, and could oniy bríng himsetf 
to pity the mfírmíty he could not cordíaUy 
pardon. Yet when Alicia with one trhite 
arm encircled his neck, vfaile the' other 
grasped his child, the churchman did noi 
seem too knient in his apologies for the 
Iap$es of a sex so fragüe, yet so attractive# 
Young Edmund had now attained that 
age, >x^heQ unfolding reason makes child^ 
nood super-eminently engaging ; his 
tongue pronoun€ed the word father; and 
at his mother's direction he raised hi&' 
petitioning hands, implormg bis bksskig^ 
Never did that mother appear so lovely»' 
What ^ere the adventitious embellish-^ 
ments of beauty,'— a coronet of jeweís ^ 
OF the sweepíng pomp of a velvet' 
mamle, stiflF with embroidery, and- 
cumbrous with its facings of ennine, -'«*^' 
to the lovely disarray of her éxubérant;; 
tfesses, falling from the wimple with^ 
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which they wei'e negligently tiéd ; or thé 
ünembellished modesty of that apparel^ 
vfaich neither disguised iK)r exposed the 
syinmetry of hér form ? Lancaster gazed 
ott her countenance, till he determined 
mfhatev^r offences inconsiderateness might 
have led her to commit, sh(^ might plead 
guikless at the bar of lové, and folded 
her to his heart \^ith an afiection equal 
to her own, and almost with equal 
transporta 
AU was well whfle the Earl confined 

§ 

his convérsation to a detail of his o>vn 
adventures since their separationj and 
Alicia couid not offend while she spoke 
of the improvements of their darUng 
child ; but wheñ the glow of rapture 
ipcident to thdr fk^ meeting bad subr 
síded> the contrarieties of their disposi- 
tions again appeared, When the repa$t 
vas served, the Countess saw vith sur- 
prize, that the rich suits in ivhich she had 
%ttired herself and her ladies, to welcome 
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het husband^s retum, foroied a marked 
contrast to t^ sóber bro\m cloakS) and 
unadorned dpublets, in which the £arl 
and bis train were habited; and abe heard 
him say at th^ir entrance^ — ** Even this 
is in honour of my lady ; but henceforth 
vre must adopt our colour to the state of 
England, and appear as moumers.'^ The 
damsels shuddered at these words^ which 
Sounded to them as the knell of theír 
joUity, and even Alícia's smiles became 
less playful. - Yet decermined to perfevere 
in her attentions, she recommended to 
her lord a dish wbich her cook had iately 
kivented, esqnisite m its flavour, and 
nutritious in its quftlity, being a concoction 
of the ríchest animal juices mixed wttk 
cordial wiiKs, and flavoured with almonds 
and spices. One spoonful supplied the 
place of an ordinary meal; yet the weakest 
stomach would. not pall at its digestión. 
*— " I am glad of it," returaed the Earl, 
98 Jbe gave the uaüasted mess tó the sewer, 
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gtdding him divide k equally among thé 
¿unished wretches who lay under the walls 
úf the castle. After eating sparingly of 
the plainest £bod, he called for the goid 
cup) and' ordering h to be íUled with the 
richest malmsey> he invited all who were 
present to pledge him : ^* We drínk it," 
said he, " to the health of our infant son ; 
k is also a farewel to luxury ; to-morrow 
every superfiuity must be cast asíde, tul 
Heaven restores the blessing of plenty to 
diis áffiicted nation.'' 

Dréadfui soonds ! Alida's delicate at« 
táadanls lodced moumfully after the sevm* 
wfao bore away their favouríte regale^ 
whiie choaking vexadon made them inca« 
pable of tasting the proffered cup. The 
Earl continued to converse with his Coon» 
tess in a ftyle solemn but affectionate. 

" I see,*** said he^ ** many places at my 
table empcy. Where are the gaUant 
knights and esquires who used to occnpy 
ihemi The brave Giles de Argentoo, 
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who led bn my harquébussiers P' Alicia 
answered)*-*-^^ He wa» kSled át fiannod&<« 
boüm/' " Unfortuáate," replied the 
Earl ; <^ his dlver locks, then, went dowá 
to the grave staiaed i¥Íth blood \ — but hé 
ever prayed for a soldier^s death. Wberé 
is Walter Devereux, whom I made a ban« 
heret the day we drove Dougbs from the 
walls ofCarlisle?**-^*^Prisonerto Bruce,** 
iras the answen He proceeded to m^ 
quire after others, but the reply had only 
those v^ffú varíations. ^^You st^port 
their wives and cbüdren, as was your pur^ 
pose,^' said Lancaster ; '' to-in^»rro^ we 
vrill visit them, and see what fiírther e^n- 

lations their af&ictions admit/' Tht 

■ 

Countess Uushed, and replied ít was her 
incention to do so,^ but at presait her 
thoughts had been too much occupiéd té 
execute her design. - 

*^ Trae,** returned Laficaster ; ** yoiir 
grief for the gallant Beauchamp, the com- 
paxuon and fiae&d oí yoür cbildhood, must 

» S 
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haye engcossed youi: souL Yet tell mé^ 
l^wdqes the gieatle Matilda, that irre» 
proadiable, but ever-suffering maidj isus^ 
tain .her loss ? Doubtless hhe has been * 
your principal care ; yet those who fovght; 
aad fell under our banaer, ought not to 
have been forgotten." 
. Alicia was sorely distrj^^^ ; and not 
knowing ho\y to xeply^gave a sign to her 
in^4^ns3, ^nd retired with them tp her 
^haad)er. . Here, while sbe d^ew Beatrice 
{ipart, and held her in anxious conversa^ 
tion, the rest made various but unfavour» 
able remarks on their lord's.behavióur» 
V Does the Holy Virgin," inquired Dor- 
ca^ '^ send back ali hér wprshippers in this 
)iumour ? If SO9 no husband qf , mine shall 
^ver go on a pUgrímage. I thought the 
£arl would have returned as gay and airy 
as I do after I I^ave confessed to Sir.Hilaryj 
and have brought a costly present for taj 
Jady, and soxne curiosities for us all, to 
shew he had been in ^foreign parts*'* ~" 
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^* He has bíought our lady a presént,** 
replied Sybir; •— " a bone, forsooth, of Su 
Xlatherineof Síenna; and the sweet ccea* 
ture took it so graciously; but, had I 
heen her^ I would have had the turban 
«tuck full of precious stones, which he has 
laid on oíd King Ethelred's monamente 
^ven if the head of the grim Soldán were 
sticking in it, and lét the canons of Wim- 
born have had the bone to do what they 
pleased with/' — " He iooks as if he had 
<:hanged heads wkh the grim Soldán him«- 
self/' síttd anotber j " did ever Christian 
creature see how he eat Im dinner, 
sparely and gravely> as if k were a sin to 
be joyous ; and how be sent that dainty 
pottage ofiftlie tsfble as he would a mouldy 
gallimaufry !'* — " For shanae, giris/' ex^ 
cbimed Mabel i *^ who taugbt you to talk 
thu8 of your betters f Know you not 
His HighnesS) our good lord and tnaster, 
ts just come irom a country where the in* 
lidels carbonade and eat their enemiesi 
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Iso, fíke a good Cbrisdan knight, he iá 
afiraad of touching any but plain diet: 
QXid as fbr the relie you wicked flirts scoff 
at, 'tis doubtless anamnlet to keep us 
¿rom the plague, or a t^easure that will 
make us the joyful mothers of lovely chi}'» 
dren/' 

Duriíig this discussion^ Alicia and Bea^ 
mce^ apart tn the oriel, wére debating on 
the diíficulties annexed to the proposed 
gala, and to the visit of Lord Sarrey^ 
whom, the Countess confessed» in ber 
tordas pFesent humour she durst nót re* 
-ceive. Beatríce was loud in complaintd 
and expostulations ; declaring, if it were 
iier hüsband who cátne home in such a 
moody humour, she would keep no t^ms 
^ith him. ** You are nót only too b«ath 
^iul and too good, dear lady/^ said she, 
** bul too kind and too gentle. " I would 
Jiave made him from the fírst botb love 
and fear me/' — ** 1 trust he loves me/*' 
answered Aficia, sighmg ; '^ and ' surdy 

7 
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SO iMrave and so wise a man could nevei* 
be induced to fear a woman !'* — "! have 
seen lovers,'* continuéd Beatrice, **as 
Taliant and accomplished as he» who have 
gazed on yout face, as if they could have 
iallen down before you. But if the Lord 
Lancaster cver did love you, you have 
been so over-placid and observant of his 
humours, that he is become quite indif* 
ferent, and thmks any treatment good 
enotigh foT one who never wUI resent ilU 
usage/* 

The allusíons of Beatrice would have 
reminded Alicia of the fixed stare of Sur- 
rey's eyes, and the alarm and distress his 
glances had often given her, had not hét 
attendant broached an idea iníinitely more 
painful, by seemtng to doubt if Lancaster 
ever loved her. Was it pity or affection, 
she inquiréd, ivhich induced him to re* 
nounce his inteiided vow of ceHbacy, and 
accept (she must confesa) theproffered 
liand of a rich enamoüred heiress. TiA 
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HOW) she never suspected that he wanted 
afiection, though his tempered passion 
was subordinate to the influence of con» 
^ience and duty« The paladins and trou» 
badours of romance and poetry founded 
their celebríty on the beauty of théir nús^ 
tresses ^ and the world had to thank the 
smile of «orne fair paragon who made 
them héroes^ through the hopes and fears 
of love, for ali their heroic achievements» 
But the great men of Ir ue history did not 
sacrifíce the world for a woman's smile, 
except afew for some worthless courtezan, 
for which they acquired the tkle of mad* 
.men. She would havq thought an idola- 
trous subserviencetoher charms adesirable 
addition to the virtues and reputation of 
Lancaster, but bad long -endeavonred to 
satisfy herself that ihis was not to be ex- 
pected from his cbaracter. The idea of 
his'viewing her with indifference was, 
however, iasupportable :; yet, was tfoere 
«at some cause for this fear í Thoiigh in» 
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dulgent and ^ placable, her faults nevter 
eluded his ob^rvatioa : he noticed them 
not with pa$6Íon, but with a gravicy ^hich 
shewed he expected reformatíon ; and if 
there appeared in this> superior i^isdom } 
surely, also> there was little love. 

Beatrice ínterrupted her lady's musings 
by hinting, that there was a way by which 
she might discover the state of her hus^ 
band's affections» and his jealousy would 
be this criterion% "^ " By St. Cuthberg/* 
said she, ^^ I would insiet on having what 
company I pleased at my own castle, espe- 
cially the Lord Surrey \ allow him some 
innocent freedoms ; s^d try if you can by 
these means rouse the Lord Lancaster 
out of this melancholy crabbed humour, 
It will be a kind action to tún), and mos( 
cbaritable to us all ; for never díd I see a 

• 

family so changed during the short time 
he has beací át Canfprd. Every soul is 
;grave, or stupid, or busy ; no mirth, no 
wit, no junli^ets } even 3ir Hilary walka 
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with a missal under his arm ; and, if w« 
ask htm if the interlude is finished, he 
rolls his eyeSy and says he is composing a 
dermon to preach before the Earl on the 
martyrdom of St. Cyprían» and studies 
upon which of the saint's acts he shall 
enlarge, that he may give direction to the 
painter fbr proper devices to be displayed 
from the pülpit.*' 

Alicia's Iong*indulged irresolution 
tempted' her to suspend her own inten- 
tions of preventing her expected guest» 
and to ponder on the advantages of Bea-» 
triceos project i To this there were two 
objections ; as her husband's retum must 
be the suspected cause of the prohibition, 
it would either cast reproach on herself 
for conscbus impropriety, or on hin 
for prohibiting an innocent engagemeht. 
Again, that love of power with which the 
sex is reproached, made her feel a iK^icked 
and dangerous curiosity to know if the 
firm hero and contempktive saiat conld 
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be alanned by artífice, cr roused by 
coquetry. In al íkal hour 6he yieided to 
tbe.plan of Beatríce ; but with thissaving 
clause, that, bb her solé design was to 
diveit her husband's satumine humour. 
Lord Surrey must be assured that she 
received him only as a friend. Her 
heart, her Ufe, veré all devoted to Lam 
caster. Ñever» eyen in thought, would 
she swerve irom tfae chaste duty she had 
vowed at . the altar ; and, mdeed, ÚM ' 
was her chief stimulaot in the part she 
«as going to act ; for surely her lord 
must be wretched ttoder the^ pressure of 
tfais stem misanthropy. 

Thus Alicia embraced á project preg* 
nañt vith ruin ; decmed by a sc^^stry 
her understandmg would quickiy have 
detected, had ir not been blinded by her 
¡Bsattable love of amusement, and dread 
of sober consideration. Had she gratín 
fied the former at proper seasons oiily, and 
made the latter her daily practice, occa<^ 
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síonal vii^ts to th^e house of mouming» 
must have excited thankíblness^ and 
heightened^ by contrast, the zest of^ piea« 
sure» Gonsideration would also hai^e 
taught her the diflference between the. 
jealous hüúour of a husband, and the 
self*deba^g uncertainty of a lover. The 
former, conscious bf his rights, cannot be 
a^^peased when once irrttated $ the latter, 
aspiring to íavour, permits past anxieties 
to be forgotten whenever a suimy smile 
Deaevra his hopes. In one case, wbman 
is a shepherdess^ sporting with the hxáb 
she has bound wíth flowers ; in the other^ 
an Indian devotee, rouáng a sleeping 
tyger to devour hen 

With the exception of those who had 
soid themselTes to the furtherance of the 
most ñefimous de^gn ; the housebold of 
the Countess were like herself, wayward 
from indulgente, and hard-hearted, fronx 
never having known real afiliction. It 
was no part of their creed, that public 
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calamides ought so far to affect those whó 
were rích and prosperous^ as to interrupt 
the career of pleasure, or abate the zest of 
enjoymeiit. The^ were indeed heartily 
.sorry for the famine^ aad the pestilence, 
and the war ; and so they said, as often 
a$ these stern' visitations were alluded to : 
but unless they had lo8t a lover or a 
friend, or apprefaended that the «ickness 
which 6 wept the country had seized some 
inhabitant of thecastle^ they never ima- 
gined any thing more was required of 
them than a passing sigh, or a ^' Heaven 
bless you," to any very pitiable object« 
Sometióles they pacified themsélves with 
thinking that the runiours of general 
dbtress must be aggravated : oñe would 
remark that use would reconcUe the conv 
mon pepple to their. sufierings ; and all 
agreed, tl^at $ince they had done ziothing 
to bring on these nüsfprtunes, it was of 
no avail to make themsélves unhappy at 
what they could not help. The most 
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a&ctionate remarked, that if grave looks 
grew contagious, their dear lady would 
be tnade u&contfortabie. A it>undelay 
was then chaunted, to dríve • off íhelan- 
choly ; and one party startedto blind-man's- 
buff, whUst others inven ted anagrams. 
Alicia, thus accustomed to the habit of 
excluding whatever was painful, and 
supposing hérself tbe centré to whieh 
evcry event muet refer, was at once 
piqued by pride, and ^imulated by aSec- 
tton to withdraw the attention o( her 
lord from all other objects, even if it were 
by a dangerou$ stratagém. 

Some .few days Lantasta* passed at 
Canford, whidí he cmployed in reform- 
ing the luxurions habits of hts fantity, 
and relieving tbe misery of his neigh- 
bours. High mass was celebrated every 
moraing^ and a banner displaying the 
bloody cross, inscríbed with the pedtioü 
customary ki times €£ infectious sickness, 
was hoisted on the standard tower, at 
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once to aiRaken ti» fears and the grati- 
mde of the mhábitatitSé Wben the 
drawbrídge vas lowered, it was. not (d 
seD4.forth the praiKing' steed and the 
jojcous huntsmaa,. but to give egresa 
tD the good Earl, accompanied by his 
a|moaer aiid physiciao, going his daily 
rounil''') among the skk and destítote. 
Every unnecessary .indulgenoe was ba« 
nished, and each^xempeíaiemeal was pre- 
£stced by a long and solernn aeknbwiedg- 
ment of undeserved iQc^cies ; inixed witb 
interciessive prayers, that, úil thase who. 
were ready to perish could . be relieved 
oí theír bodily wants, they might be sus* 
tained by a larger portion ofspmtual com* 
fom. Instead of rkldles and jests, loud 
laughs and sportive frolicks, the EarL 
cailed on his houshold to devise how the 
mesaos of subsistaice could be most pro*- 
vidently husbanded, or what sacrifice& 
every individual was williag to maka of. 
hiS o#{i comforts to the necessides o£ 



otbers. Most ungalbnt and ungradmis 
was hÍ8. behaviour to his lady's faír myr- 
midons ; for he talked of womtn gaixúng 
eelebrity by skill in medicine, or by per* 
sonally attending in hospitals ; while others 
might dhew their taste in needle-work by 
making garments for the helpless, and by 
60 occupying their time in works of ^iety^ 
as to have no Idbure for vain decoratíoitsl 
Alicia receíved hints, that she was 
expected to accompany Lancaster iu h^ 
eleemosynary visits, but she was fearful 
her health would su£fer from enteríng cgld 
dapip hovdis. According to the new pUu 
laid down by Beaírice, various symptoms 
of insurrection appeared in the hitherto 
.gentle though way ward wife. She stated 
that it would be impossible rígidly to con- 
fornv to this austere system, Her confea- 
sor had laid a stress on her giving due 
honour to all the holy festivals, and the 
approaching one of St. Michael must he 
a day of cheerfiilness and enjpyment^ 
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^' Most 'mUingly ;'* answered Lancaster, 
^^ the last pipe of ale shail be broached^ 
and tt^e best. of my remaining beeves 
slaughteired to gladden the hparts of the 
indigent with one day of full fare and 
absence from sorrow^" *• I puiqpose aiso,** 
said Alicia^ with a stately air, ^' to extend 
our hospitality to the noble, the eminent 
and the polite, to whom the beechen bowl 
and maple dísh of the bermit.cannot be 
mtroduced ; ñor must they be scared from 
our table by the chaunt of litanies, or made 
melancholy by the display of deaths' heads 
and cross-bones. Among other noble 
visitors, I expect the Earl of Surrey •' ' She 
fíxed her eyes on Lancaster's face as she 
spoke i but he, discovering no change of 
countenance, gravely asked, if he was á 
meet guest at the table of DeLacy 's daugh^ 
ter. " Is he not,*' said she, '* a valiant 
knight and a true subject ?"— •" Granted," 
retumed the Earl, " but must not a lady's 
guest :bring further credentíals.** They 
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both stood for some time silent, vhen the 
Earl proceeded, — " Whoever enters my 
gates must conform ro my household 
btws. I proscribe lúxury, I restrain 
tevtty, I enfbrce suppUcatory devotion. 
Wfaen.the scythe of destruction mows 
down our feUow-mortals in heaps aroand 
nsj can we hope to escape its edge, unless 
we fall prostrate under the shade of the 
holy baimer that aow waves over our 
citadel." 

The Counfie^ argued that religíoa dad 
not enforce tis to make ourselves wretched^ 
mérely because it was not in our power to 
make others happy.: Cheerfulness, she 
asserted, was the c^eríng of gratitude; and 
tb enjoy the bounty of Providence, was 
obedience. She would have proceeded, 
but the Earl sternly interrupted her, say- 
ing she was an unsound sophist, and mi^ 
Construed his feelings, by calUng serious- 
ness misery. " Did England," saíd he^ 
*' flourish like a parterre of sweet and 
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gaudy fiowers, yielding the incensé of 
delight, and reflecting the gay hues of 
many-coloured Iris, I would walk forth 
in this paradisé of sweets, zni surrender 
my soul to sober joy. But we are now 
inhabitants of a lazar-hoi^se^ to us the 
infection has ñot yet spread ; we are a^o- 
ciated with condemned crimináis» thoogh 
on US sentence hath not yet been pás^. 
Should our tabors resound to the toll of 
pas^g-bells ; shall we con our jest-bo^|^ 
among new-made graves, and sport with 
the emblems of mortality ? Oh, wife^ 
I am not miserable, while with the fully- 
exerted strength of every facuity I walk 
steadíastly in the path tny conscience 
prescriba* I am only ^retched wheil 
some syren calis mé tó Usteh to Úie 
béwitching song which cries, ** Peace, 

peace !** whílé the sword of Divine wratH 

» '' • * . * 

b suspended over my cbuntry. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Whttw«ddyelttirt,yecwfs.> He, that d«p«nds 

^ hewB down <»l» «itkTushw, Hwig y«! — Trwt jet 
With every mintite yon ¿o chúige • mind» 
4M€t1t bini noble 4iat «■> M« yo» liftl»{ 

Wttk v^e^ tbat «M yoorgirland ! 

BBAmnARx. 

TirTE »hall judge too unfaYourably of 
Alicia» if we suppose that such reflec- 
doo^ seconded by such an example, made 
no bnpression on her mmd* Doubtles^ 
bcr levity would soon have submitted tp 
the sway of reason ; but the tímes were 
too turbuteit to allow tbc Earl of Lan- 
caster to remain for ^pj considerable tuoc 
ber director and exámplar. While h^ 
was performing bis i^dnjght devotipns^ 
be saw the beacon on Ljchet bitt Iighte4i 
and, as the moon shone bright and the 
ytmá was cahn» he knew ¡t was not done 
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tile purpose of warning maiinera to 
avotd tfae rocks óf Porbeck : immecfiátely 
after, tíie alarm^bell was rung at the miii» 
ster, and a post from tbe Bishop of Exeter 
tiiuodered at the out^r gate, requiring Im 
presente wtth att tiis power, 

The tawnssíen of Wimboni, starting 
from thrir bed8> gathered m the stréets 
panic-strucky inquiríng «iiat caused tfais 
alarm. Report stated that tbe Kiog- had 
laised a great army in Devonshñre, luai 
taken Ezeter by surpríse, and, eveiy 
vihtre putdng tbe nóbUity aad gentiy to 
deaíhy was now mthin a few miles dí 
Wimbora, coimñg to burn die castle of 
tibe Earl of Lancasta-, after which he 
vfonlá maFch to Londbm ^^ Wliat i" said^ 
Úke burghers }** the Bling in aran, takii^ 
iiis own towns^ putting bis sutgects to 
death, and ^órming che casdé of his loyal 
kiiismán V* ÚnVf a few of the popttiaoe 
n^re prieseiit ; aníong whooi a threateii- 
i% tnurmiir oftulated, thk^ tb^diouUÍ 

s a 
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80on -see better tíoies, The alarmed as- 
sémbly conldascertaifi nothing, but thai 
an imtnense host was adyancíqg from the 
west, seizing the magazines which Bishop 
Stapletcm had coUected, and destroying 
all who opposedi their progrese. With 
Úíé indedabn of men new to daoger, and 
alike destítute of i'iesources a)id public 
spiríCy they stood bewaiiing the, increase 
of misery thát this insurrection must peca- 
sion, or contriTmg ;how they might best 
^ure their own persons and pfoperty» 
when an órder arriyed from the Earl of 
Lancaster, commanding tbf m to ar m» 
form intó á body for úiáx own dtf<»Ki^ ; 
and without . kss of time, place a guard 
on the familes of all the.ariizSkAS apd'poa* 
santé whom. they did ndt fínd in their 
cabins, siecuring thé former a&.pMges,to 
áttswer fo^< th^.jpesyctable behaviour of the 
httér. Aj üecGssity 1R>f: the utmpst celfi- 
nty and deqi^» \;i^s>ÍBfprp(^>y thi^ iOi' 
teUigtoce, th^t there ^w '. a ^4^pIy*coA^ 
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certed and widely-organized insurréctíon 
of the lower orders m tlie iwostern coun- 
ties^ who, with.an ipfatuatir^ii not uncom* 
moa to extreme, ignorance, . gp^ded by 
iasupportable want, rfefecred all theír 
su&rings to the tyranny and injustice of 
VEsasXj. and. required that tbeir hunger 
shoald be inunediately appea^ed; by a dÍ8- 
tríbutkm of those stores» whích their gpod 
Bishop had coUected to .be tiusbanded 
náth a : frugal car^, . proportionied to tbe 
maiiy months.that would intervene Jbefore 
the .earth : wóuld furnish another supply. 
The pasabas of ihé vulgar infere Jnfianied 
to.iEíadQess: by an impostor; named Fea* 
deirgráss,: ,who put biniself at their he^ ; 
aad» alatoúng to ; be the true son of King 
£dward the Firj3t,.d«luded thpseiwho ve 
e}ven proois to beUev^ whM^ is inarvelloo^ 
aQ¿ft>:reJQK:e át soring a peiSoft whonj they 
have recognized as . theír equa), tr^^mpl^ 
ort digflity» authority andlaw. : D^speri^tt 
vttlains ai^d needy adyenturers Wjere 
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gained<>vev by the aHuvenents i«iuch hw 
hekl ottt to- thar nsjfiíácf^ from jJunder* 
iñg thote íanM aad imwüted ^ tswns^ 
whicb, MI the fim efervieMeDce of xosnb 
motioH, beeame Ks {Hpej ; and of úMr 
despevadocsybéadmiitad the most &f ocbos 
and edlerpnéing into» bis coundis» > asd 
appoiiíted tliasi lo command los baaditti . 
With thaic bünd fiíry whieh oftm kad» 
aoi inüatuflíted mnaltitiide to confouod ihé 
ftame aaii atifÍM» qf baie&oof» and «p- 
^fissors^ the nftob deieniikied to saccttc» 
djdr pattJbchal bíshop ; bptt as thdb 
dmüt aiuMMinced dua intentioii, Waller 

of veásianoe, had jtiti tiMe fo aaire \m lÜi 
\^ ffij^f» aad lohold »4o«fimMeiridi 
Ae Earrl of La&easiffr» to whose nartial 
tálente and vigoroua age be coáfided ihe 
lafety of tbe depóts, mi whicb dieeoviK 
ttf reKed fm pcesenratkm fiom abao* 
bNe wa&t : muth d^iendance^ abo^ waa 
pbeed en «be populañiry of the £tf U 
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^íbom tbr Bisbép fiíioíshed tnk¡k4oai» 
tiieotK to pmve tbe biitii aod cooMstíaní 
«f tlie impofter; bvt «nóe his oim ]¡A 
was 90 ygtic tt h riy tInreaMiifid» LamoaMst 
9iM§eá Um to iaitai to lauáoo^ and 
ilAnBe'the £ii^ to avnqp his tioopa^ aii4 
tOMtch imo tibe west^ pcoiadfd ihe anuy 

<l vi^polMf idl 

Thefim efiM» «f the Eulof Lu> 

«irter ^eredirécced to mcum tfae fliaga<» 

Bine» In tte M|glibo«iriiO(^ ^ Windb^ 

^lASdlery vAA bk atmed l^uiaiiold» faia 

idarchéd befoi^ sun^rise* Bnt whm he 

arrfved^ he fisuiíd éient almdy m poflK 

«gésiSóñ úf lile popdoce, vbcx» a&cr load* 

jHg "étéamh^ tMfhasimidi gcBÜías tfaey 

<eould carty to cfaéir faonKes^ ia tfae trao 

sfkk of trafiton deatructiOQ> caunless oí 

to^morrow'á xnxM^ net fire^o die reat* 

The Eart advaftced ixa borsebock at foU 

^«peedifottowed%^ hia mea at znas ; and^ 

tridding tbe smird wUch once filed tfae 
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graq> óf hia rbyal.uncle» called on the 
maraadets^ on.peril of: thetr. lives^ to 
dicsistfrom their lavage^^and submit. f^ If 
hell has notloosed hei* engines of destruc* 
tion on eacth/' said he, ^^this damñed 
puipose shail be inteFruptéd. Sound» 
trampees !. If they ^ mortal, not a ,^pul 
sbali ísurvivé tíie first chargeof my troopers^ 
What, is not the wrath of heav^ su£« 
cient? Have nót wasting 'torrents, un- 
timely irosts, and . druel blasts, d<me 
enough to l)light the hopes of men^ on 
ix^hose industry the shrouded suu never 
looked from the sky ^th a smile of pro* 
mise ; but must Satán send forth his chü* 
exea to light the torch of ravage befof e 
thesteps of famine ? Traitors ! 'tis Thoma^ 
of Lancaster, . who at his gates daily re- 
lieves your necessitie$, that now requir^s 
your subinissiott or your blood !*' 
: E^q^cting to accomplish their designs 
before they were suspec^ed» the jnceQr 
diariés carne unarmed ; resistance^i there* 
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fare, was impossible*. Scúne'Sought to 
appease tbe Earl by prostration, othérs 
attempted ílight, all were seizéd; ánd, 
with the exception of the two ringLeaders, 
whom the summary justíce óf the times 
<k)oined to become victims. tb the .flames 
thej* had kindled^ all were pardoned, aod 
immédiatély enrolled under the babner of 
Lancaster,. to march against the otbér 
rebels, theír families remaihing under tbe 
guard o£ the townsmenbf Wicaborn ; the 
Earl further ordered that their daily dolé 
of bread should. be subject.to deduction, 
to make üp for . the qqantity th'us wan- 
Conly wasted, which, owing to bis ticnely 
interpositiDn^ boré but a smali propoitioR 
to what was preseryed. ' Encouragedby 
the succe$sful issue of hís fírst attém^t, 
the £arl immédiatély pfoceeded tckrards 
Devonshire to arrest the progress of the 
impostor. \ 

Hád . the. abilities of Pendergrass beea 
rightiy diiected, he would have.deserved 
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a élfiarent place itt the page of hisfiorjr^ 
than that which his kasiTe^ aad ani' 
bition have now awarikd him» The 
pretaces he beld foith to the popataice 
veré founded on those coranuNí topks, 
by which the moltitude haré, firom the 
eárliest tímes, been ensnarcd and bé- 
trayed, — agrarian laws, the abofitkm cf 
burthensome tenures^ exemptkm from 
ifthes md firom taxea, immimity ítoid 
ponishincnt, afid ceasa^n tíi hibow. 
Snch was to be Ae enyiabie portioii «^ aü 
hkfirfbwem ; but those who distinguiíhed 
themaehres by pecuSar aea), in restork^ 
him to his righta, wereto be die fotmders 
of a new race of nobility, and rewarded^ 
urith the castks and hnds of those whoni^ 
Fndergraae said, must be sacríficed to 
introduce the new system of tíiiaga, aad 
10 cot iip opprettic»! by the root$« Under 
these pretencesy and aeconded by socii 
aid, thia impostor socceeded i& laying 
waste thote coaatrfes, which^ bdng fw» 
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tÍM9t &om the Scots» comaified the dusf 
cesotttcce of the kmgdoin. Surroimded 
liy peen vortby of cbeir mcck monasch» 
wÍK> tmre dignífied víit]i the tidtt$ of die 
bwQos attd gentry that had already 
£lUeii^ the awkim^ digntty» plundered 
tsappiBgs» SDd bragg^t insolence of these 
snimicks of trae aobiikyi migfat be coio- 
fiared to (be mete^xic parhelion,. as op» 
poééd to the sun, mi^laced in situatioii» 
.apeediiy formed, and iastantaiieously d» 
^pened. While the blessed hiintiiacy kolds 
ils course from age taagé, sheddiag «alvh 
boQua mfkiaiGe, the phaoMm mockery 
Betther varma ñor cberishea, appears but 
as the prognosttc of evil^ alarma» con- 
ibunda and vanishest 

As the £arl of Lancaater haat^ed fpt- 
ward to Umít the resources atíd prevent 
jdie ravagcs of Pendergrasa» hia gr^ 
leptttadon preeeding his march every* 
vhere hrooght additions to hia forcé from 
the welWdi^x>fied ; bioke the organized 
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«yscem of revolt ; a^d even attiacted thde 
who brfore purposed to join theimposcor. 
Not daríng to leave these latter behind, 
he enroUed them in bis army, entrusiabg 
the towns and magazínes to the drfence 
oí the respectable mhabitants, whom he 
armed with weapons, sappUed by ^the 
neighbourmg barons, or frota the public; 
depóts. The baroDS he conjured tobie 
Tigilant and brave, remembering how 
deeply tbeír own security was interwoven 
muí the permanence of the existirig con- 
4títution, and how entirely the Uves of 
themselves and theír families depended 
on the preservation of the granaries. Ñor 
was Lancaster afraid of treachery írom 
the disorderly rabble, at whose head he 
appeared ; for, by adaptkig bis deiheanour 
to their habits, he soon converted them 
into loyal soldiers. He rodé m the fronc 
of bis host, in a suit of plain annonr, 
holding the sword of the King, bis unde, 
to whose memory and victoríes he oíten 

II 



appealed, kis$ing the hilt, ¿ind praying 

heavén to" protect that monarch's son, 

now their lawful sovereign. First in toil 

and danger, but the last to allow himself 

any relaxation, he daily ínspected the 

distribution of the rations ; and when he 

had seen each soldier served, took his 

'own share, which, eating on horseback 

as hé rodé along the ranks, he $bewéd 

wa^ as scanty and simple as their own. 

Freqaently distnouiitíng, he proceeded ori 

foot ; and apprdpriated even his o wn 

fávounte war-horse to the conveyance of 

tfaóse who were iátigued by the rápidity 

of his march. The sentind going hfe 

iHghtly round, saw the Earl watchñil 

in his tent, engaged either in prayer 

or in conversation with his principal 

ofBcers. Thus conspicuously devout, 

humane, and températe, he gave his 

yírtues the publicity which the times re- 

quired, and even called on rumour to 

omtrast his conduct wtth the behaviour 
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OÍ Pend^rass^ who^ with the usual m- 
Gonsistency of those whp preteud to pro 
daim peace to cottages and war= on 
palaces, soon shewed that he bore enmity; 
noc to luxury and oppresaion, but to the 
cxiating race of luxufious oppressota» 
By faidustry and skill ia his trade# Pei> 
dergrass, early in Ufe^ hsld acquired that 
negree of affluence, which gave hiaa n 
over-weening confidence m his cmn 
talents; and^ wíthout fiuniUarizing hita 
iKTith the temptatiofis, discovered too maay 
of the advantages of prosperíty for him to 
miboult easily to advárse fortune* How 
fcitter 18 redoUected rest to him, who k 
again compeHed to bbourl— ^hov tor- 
menting the recollection <^ independeooe 
to Oiie grínding under the hah of oppres^ 
4¡on !-^and how gratkig the thought íof 
past import^mce to the Qian,\riK)6e opÍB»as 
no one now regante, whose actions no one 
dbsMTes. Wkh that oommon propensity 
to over^rate die advantaget of others^ waá 
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to exaggerate tbm own tnfeUdci^^ do 
tíie sons aad daugfaters of labour suppose 
the occuparions of affluence centre in the 
faH indcilgenoe of every animal gratífica- 
tion ; yet, with a want of candour aad 
8eif«kiiowlei^9 which are the sure cbarac* 
teristics of iilkeíaíe minds^ they censure 
the proq)erous for en|oymg what in tfaetr 
fstimation coiístituies the enviaUe priñ» 
l^ges of rank^ and absurdly Únssk they 
abould th^nselves avoíd tbat sensuality, 
ivb^, by the vehement envy tt proyókes 
a théir nmids, they ought to know is 
the tecnpcatioii into which they woüld 
knmediately fall, supposing they attained 
a situation of commanding wealth and 
UBcontroUed power* 

Flendergrass took adtraniage of a eeasoa 
of unnaual calamity, to convert the 
general discontent into aa engine to re- 
venge his own pecoUar wrong. A neigjk- 
bouring barón» by a cmel and violent 
«cercise of that feudal authoríty which the 
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petty soverdgn of the castle might assert 
against the burgher, whose tówn lay in his 
demesne, reduced him to poverty, rúined 
his thríving trade, and constrained him to 
ñy the kingdom, and eam his bread as a 
mercenary soldier to the Earl of Flanders. 
Stung to the soul by a sense of his 
injuries and degradation, and disappoiaced 
in his sanguine hopes of speedily repaii- 
ing his fortunes by his sword^ he formed a 
• projecty rather remarkable for its audadous 
boldness, than for the probabiUty of its 
ultimate success; and rétuming toEngland 
when the misery of the populace and the 
\veakness of the gqvernment prepared the 
way to revolt, he proclaimed . himself to 
be the true son of the victorious Edward, 
' to whom he bore >a personal resemblance ; 
and denounced his own wrongs as the 
provocation which had brought doni^ 
from Heaven its threefold visitations of 
famine,^ pestilence and war. At first, he 
proclaiméd that the change. he would 
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effect must be an universal blesáng, ít 
being his «interition fo reward virtue^ to 
pttfmli vicé, and to govern with clemency, 
couVtesy, and libeíality. But vice and 
virtue do not walk lipon earth in their 
proper form, unadulterated, unimpeached, 
and undísguised, but mixed with each 
other's qúalities, coláuréd by artifice, 
blended By opinión, and actúated by 
every diflFerent degree df intellect and 
feelíng. Thus^-tp determine who deserve 
favour^ and who. mérit punishment) re- 
quires not only puré intentions, but such 
a discriminating judgment, as can discover 
the prétensions ^and designs of others. 
This is a quality rarely found in thdse, 
who,ilby a sudden elevatioU' to d nmk 
above their original level, must see objects 
díroügh a . medimn to which thjey are 
luiíised.; and thisiwitbout.beíng gradually 
pfepared for the dafies. which- they have 
aápited to discharge. : ih . 
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tlu». h Í5 ihat SQCce» mkkaá$ Ikt 
£:>ituiiate adv^nturer^ evoi if he mátmA 
ia his enterpiiae mth hcmcftt and geatfooi 
imentíons ; bot thc actions of this fdbd^ 
stimulated by rev^ge aad ambitioii». and 
dírected by fiando must not betbuaqttalÍN 
fmd*> H¡$ assumptiQa of superior good- 
nesa and i^ectatíoa cí patímcic dMgns^ 
were onky hypocrisyj hut tke ageata 
whom he eatrosted rnth hia áeéffis^ and 
disperasd over the principal t0«ii8 ift Úte 
west, w^re &ithfui to his purpoaea^ asá 
lile macder of the jmocipal i n hab kanta^ 
aad ^ deMrocliQft of die aaeaiía of i9e^ 
maiíked dbe cjH nmtncement <rf thb prc^ 
QUseA gbldeft agé^ AatotnAed aád iok 
ttadcaled at the £»% by wUeh, tfar 
igaoráat wcoe aUoied to Vá staadasd^ 
Fndeiipraaa ihought notUag^ bot oeferity 
aad taeigy wen «antiai;^ to make the 
kioipdoBi hk own. Hetottandy aSeqMd 
the State of a kiag, accoeding tohis roda 
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tionecfmoQ of bu^ly digtiity, and with the 
QlOitím^ cund^nms trappm^ of royalty^ 
he aswiQAed its arrogance and ¡ndulgence» 
tíXL 'bis exGited passions rendered him 
Hoterious for the vkes. he pretended to 
chasdse» These vioea wete reflectad ia 
him ih«0U||^ the médium of grosseff 
manaer^ aad acted^a a chanurter nato» 
s^lkf tOFbukni, and aaeorrected by the 
hahíts (^ courtesy and deccmim. 

EQcouia^;ed by the eaamcáon that the 
£ng had na feices in the west to op^ 
poee his progresa^ Peadeigiaaa advaneed 
aiadlyt everywhere recdwiagaaacoesnoa 
of numbersy wfaoto he armed with the 
«eapbaa, and elolhed widí the '^eil ot 
the DWálthy. : Hip tirof^ weie» pttiaittftd 
tO! "wgikm ia liuKary¿{. aad whüe he tbiis 
mcreaaed the nm^ of £umne» all was 
load boaating and btiital revdry ¡o the 
laa^Knt amháMidei whom he <%DÍfiei 
with the ñame; of the reitorers of the 
honour of £a|^d« H^had not caktt- 
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lated on being opposed bythe Earl of 
Lancaster, of whose retum to En^iand 
he was rgnorant ; aíid when^fram an 
eminence, he fírst beheid that chíeftáin 
advance, he concluded it wa8 the mob of 
Dorsetshire coHected by his own agents, 
and appróaching to join him in military 
array. ■. That hope "was frustrated, when 
he received no cordial greetmgs ; but ' as 
their fiumbers were comparativeiy con- 
tanptible, he threw his eyes on his own 
tfaousands, aúd felt coniident of -sucedes. 
He marshalled' his men with judgmeiit, 
and addressed them in a well-ádapted 
speech, telling them if they would pre¿ 
serve the freedom they had so gloríously 
acquired, they must sweep from theeardi 
the hirdings of an usurpéis, «<- the serfs and 
viiiains,.who had rath^ tillthe ground 
for a^ tyrant as hk> slaves, and be^fed 
liké dogs, thansiti at theJbioárds and drink 
vnsih the barón, and saiute the barones^. 
Aware of the influence wlvch is acquired 
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by appearíng to be familiar wtth the 

counsds of heaven, and pretending^ to 

engage Omnisctence as a partisan. Pan- 

dergrass had secured an ínterpreter of the 

Divine will in the petscm of an abandoned 

monk, who had been his instrament ia 

persuading the people, that their bad 

hanrestB were jud^ents oa the land^ 

which reáised to acknowledge its- tnie 

sovereign. This man now carne ferward 

to asáure the host, thát in the viáons of 

tbe preoeding night he had been fore« 

shewn this encouater, and had seen the 

dead body of the Earl of Lancasier piérced 

vnth theúr innumerable arrows, whíle his 

troop6 fell like ripe bulrushes in astorai, 

But moreraliantat {duedering than figbt- 

ing; the insurgente dre^eír back^ scared.at 

the attitude (tf their oppo^a^s, who oame 

on^lowly^ büt with the .weIKitppoiated 

arf ay of miiitary discipline!* To brace 

dieir £uHng couhige^ the &Í6Q pro^t 

2fgún protoised immediate admission into 
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paiadise to all who fell; md» fbribeiv 
tliSLt the present shoold be tMr only 
impedinient in their way to London» 
Scarcely had úm latter predictíon beeii 
iittered» when the red rose baniter waa 
developed in front of the Láncasterian 
army ; and the Earl, raising hia viBor^ 
discovered his weU4aaown and venerafeed 
cottíitenance. A cry of ** the good £arl 
of Lancaster !'' was' laiaed by his ovm hoet; 
admirationisinfectbus; and the acckittia- 
liona ú£ repentance were only nñtUhdbi 
by a íear tbat they ánned beyond Teacfa 
of demency. In vain did Pendcrgraa» 
esclaim against the curied and perfomed 
tycophsoits Gf a bixurious but «nem^teá- 
cottrt) iviioeepower'ORly apóke in craeky, 
and vAií69e reveis conMmed tbe food of 
tlK»e vAo fiMght and tdled to suj^rr 
tkcir sbdbfíil ' iinbedKty» Mbne 'of theae 
cfaargea could be ad^^ced against úte 
nobfemuí, who, iiowi)elf»erii«i»sw(»d 
to iiis ammnilMafw,' advaiwed wsvaqp 
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a yAáte flag ; and who, addressing them 
by the ñame of d^ded feUow-sobjects, 
asked why they were in arms. Liké 
ttioet of the Eng&h of those days, Pen- 
áeatgnes was akilled in the ose of the 
cro6&*béw ; he knew his ibnones requií'ed 
a deq^erate eflfort ; and, rushing to the 
firont, he aimed an arrow at the Earl, 
callmg oot diat it spüke» in the ñame of 
the King and the commons of England^ 
destruction to the tyranny of proud 
nobles ! The éhaft flew winged witfa 
mischief ; b«if , torned astde by the chains 
cí the hdmet, instead of piercing his 
eye, at which it waa ^ectéd, it only tore 
his cheek without inflicting a serions 
injury } though his blood, spouting copi<^ 
úQslj from the wound, dyed the embiem 
of reccmcUiation which he carríed in his 
faand, uid which was tfaus onñnondy 
violated 1>y tfais outrage* 

With cries of Tengeance» the £arl*s 
armj nidied on úmt of^ooents } bat, 
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turning round on his own host» with a 
countenance rendered yet more awful by 
being thus basely disfigured, h^ fotbkde 
their impetuosity, and gave <:ommand 
that proclamation should be made, óffer** 
ing immunity to ail who WQuld throw 
down tbeir arms^ and give up their 
leaders. They who were deeply impU«> 
cated in the crimes of Pendergrass, en- 
deavoured by shouts, aad tiie loud qlarions 
of their jdiscordant instruments, to drown 
the sound of this gracious oflfer; but 
numbers heard it, and knew that it was 
made by one whose unimpeached honour 
secured its fulñiment. Tbese, regardless 
of the cQnimand to charge their enemies, 
debated with their comrades, whether 
pardon from such a man, and the chance 
of beíng fed at I)is gates, and received 
into his hóspitsdjs, . w^re ixot as great ad¿ 
vantages as being a |ord or a kfíighjt |a 
the eourt of King Pei}dergrass. - ; Lan* 
caster. who earne§tly ¡^¡fsk^ that no 
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blood but Im own should be sjált on tfaat 
day, perceíving that his offer of grace 
máde the rabble hesitate» and knowíng 
that doubt must be fatal to the impostor, 
again exposed his person, by placing 
himself before hv& own archers, with the 
arrow of Pendergrass in his hand, and 
pointíng towards the rebel army. ^^I 
would/' said he, '^ return this to the 
tanner's son, to tell htm that our Holy 
Mother guards the Ufe of her pilgrin 
fírom traitors ; did I XK>t deem it an 
unwcn^thy act to rob thé gil)bet of its.du^ 
by giving to a treacherous knave the 
death of an honourable soldier, and did 
I not also hope that ye wili youffselves' 
become the instruments of justice, in thé 
puñishment of an impostor, when I have 
unmasked his fiíli villainy. I come pre^^ 
pared to tell you where this man, whom 
you cali a king's son, was bom, smd 
lived a simple craftsman, toiling at a mean 
trade ; while the hen: of the Plaatageaets* 

VOL, m. F 



( 98 ) 

vas trained under his iather's eye, in the 
exercises beñtting a prínce, and in the 
léarning that is suited to a king ; I could 
sáy that the eradle of him who vas bom 
to rule thousands, vas not so foul^r 
neglected, that a thievish nurse could, 
as John Pendergrass reports, steal the 
child, for whose expected birth the towers 
of Caernarvon were erected, vhither 
Wales was called to view its cradled 
nonarchy and pay homage to his infant 
sceptre. I could tell yoü that I accom- 
panied my father into the apartment where 
thé hope of England lay, and beheld that 
apartment blessed and exorcised, so that 
Ao demon of darkness could trespass on 
its sanctity ; and further, that nature 
stamped an identifying mark on the babe, 
vhich ve veré all called to observe, 
vhen he vas in his svaddling bañds ; it 
expanded in his childhood, and is stiU 
deeply impressed on the person of your 
lavful sovereign. These proo& are now 
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rendered needless by the impostoras own 
act ; this wound, ínflicted upon me wbile 
I was ia the act of parley, proves the 
baseness of his origin ; but to convince 
the most besotted of his adherents, I wiU 
yet pat hkn to a further test. This 
sword, used ia the holy wars» the cod« 
queror óf Acre gave me on his death-bed ; 
Pendergiass boasts his likeness, and calis 
himself his son; if he be so, let him 
Bianfully wrest it from my grasp in opea 
combat. I, Thomas Pbntagenet, Eari of 
Lancaster, Lincoln , Saliábury , Ghester , and 
Derby, w^ye my royal birth and spedal 
privfleges, and, to save the blood of thou- 
sands, consent to meet this impostor, who 
has seduced you from your homes, arm 
to arm, without subterfuge or hinderance, 
provided ye consent to retum to your 
allegiance, so soon as I have drawn 
from tía throat a confesión of his 
dupUcity/' 
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He had Bot ended, before many a bon^- 
net vas tossed ioto the air, and the cry of 
•*Long Kve Tfaomas Planta^enet!*' ecfaoed 
firom every part of Penckrgrass's army. 
Tbé more desperare sbns of anarchy still 
remained fírm^ persuaded that their Goliah 
vould accept the challmge ; but the faang- 
man and the gallows seemed remote evils, 
and instam* death menaeed in the stem 
visage of the wounded Earl, znd the tre^ 
meiidous sword whose iron hilt he so 
firmly girasped. Though Pendergrass was 
distingoished by the unfeeling hardihood 
of animal courage^ the deed he had mecfi^ 
taued, and the intrepid magnanimhy of 
the sufferer, affected the conscience-struck 
assassÍD, and he retíred within the ranks to 
eonsult his myrmidons by what means the 
dymg emb^e of sedhion might be rekm- 
dled. " Does he, then, decline our invka- 
tkm i** said Lancaster. ^' He puts the blood 
of Anjou and Engiand to the test,, but, ia 
the face of Heaven^ H^e are prepared to 
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asseit its legitimacyt'' He caUed on hís 
standard-bearer to advance, khd on bis 
knights to surround bim ; and> ckpping 
spurs to bis boi^se, darted tbrougb tbe apen^ 
ing ranks of tbe insurgents after Pender- 
grass. The few wbo resisted, w^re cut 
down ; tbey wbo 8ued for pardon, were su£> 
fered to depart j and tbefugítíves allowed to 
escape, except those wbo, from tbe spleii* 
dour of tbeir babiliments, proved them* 
selves to be a part of tbe new nobiiity : 
tbese, witb tbeir leader, wbo, Ideprived of 
eveiy resource, at last attempted to die 
valiantly) were deized, and pui ia iroüs» 
Thus, in tbe space of an bout,. witb ütúe 
difficulty, and without the loss of any vaia« 
able Ufe, a confederacy was dissolv^^ an^ 
an bost dispersed, wbicb, if it did not 
tbreateñ tbe ultimate subveiision of ^ovem* 
ment, at least promised to incréase tbe 
miseries of the nation an bundred-fold : 
and thus did the Earl of Lancaster first use 
tbe civil rights restored to him, by approv- 
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ing himself to be an active patríoc and 
íaithful subject. 

Desirous that the detection and punish'* 
ment of the impostor should be as public 
as th£ dispersión of bis army was com-* 
píete, Lancaster gave orders that Pender- 
grass shouid undergo a summary examina* 
tion ; and as soon as the documents which 
the Kshop o£ Exeter had supplied, were 
verified, that he dionld be executed in the 
presence of the whole army ; himself pre* 
sided in the tribunal, determined, if pos- 
83>le, to induce him to make a fuli confes- 
don, not by hdding out £ilse shews of 
mercy, but by convincing him that it W9S 
the only atonement which he could make 
to the community for his crimes, 

The impostor, whom sensuality had 
ener^ated, resumed, at this trying mo* 
ment, his natural ferocity and envious 
abhorrence of every species of superiority« 
He listened in suUen silence to those de» 
positions, which, by confirming his identity^ 
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proved his guílt. He neither intreated 
mercy, ñor denied his oflfences ; but be* 
held the hte of his comrades^ and even 
the gibbet erected for himself, with un* 
sdtered countenance. He heard them, 
successively» exécrate him as the cause of 
thar untimely end. He witnessed their 
last agonies» yet still remained obdurately. 
rejecting the humane offers of the príest; 
\¥ho craved to prepare him for his fate^ 
ónly saying he was ready, and wished that 
hk time were come. 

Lancaster ever admired fortitude^ evea 
vrhen exerted in the worst cause, ^d now 
orderedthe criminal tobe ledtohis tribxmal. 
" Whence proceeds," said he, *' this thy 
pertinacious rejection of the charchas cha- 
rity ? Does it af ise from in8ens9>iUcy of ihe 
enormous magnitude of thy crime, or in- 
credulity respecting the nature of that fu- 
ture wbrld, to which thy less guilty accom- 
plices are gone trembling ? I should praise 
thy equanimity in looking calmiy on death, 
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did I not fear^ that it was the boldness of 
iiardened ignorance, not the forritude of 
fmeDt submission* A rebel to his kiag^ 
a violatx)r of hi8 country's laws^ a betrayer 
of those who confíded in bis veracíty, has 
cause to shudder on the vergeof etemity, 
and to seek that <:onsolatiqn from repent- 
ance and confession which retrospectíon 
denies/^ 

Pendergrass roUed bis eyes on bis mo- 
nitor, and repUed,— ** Who art tbou, Earl 
of Lancaster, and whesce comes tby right 
to preacb to me ; thou, who hast gone 
before me in the bloody patb of insurrec- 
tion, and íumisbed me witb invectives 
against the King's misrule» and the op- 
pression of bis minions ? I have, 'ti$ true, 
burnt the castles of á few oíd dotards, 
who fattened on the labours of tbeir starv- 
ing binds. Perhaps tbey were in them : 
I staid not to inquire, time pressed, aiid 
my afiairs were urgent ; t^ut I never made 
myeelf tjiíe judge of my personal eoemy. 
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ñor slew an unarmed man in cold blood, 
and then called it an act of justice^ If í 
denied that the fool who lost his army at 
Bannock-boürn could be the true child of 
Edward the First, whose royal spirit I felí 
panting at myheart,-*«did nothisownkins» 
man anticípate my sentimcnts, by tákiñg 
up arms against him, and questiotiing his 
capacity of choosing his servant or pro- 
tecting his ftiend? Prove that I have 
brokén the promise any of ihy eaptains 
made to a prisonef, or made the lífe of 
any man responsible for the crime of 
anojther* If, after all your slíis, c^ying 
peccaví to the Virgin has made you the 
saihtly Earl of Lancaster, a tií^hite-wasHed 
petiitent, whom her árm íniraculously 
shieldéd ftotñ my arrów, wiU ñot the sa-* 
crifice of his life secure forgiveness to the 
tanñer^s son, as in the meekness of youf 
proud challenge you táuntingly called 
me ? I knoW your word alone is wanting 
tú ^end me to that etérnal worid, where 

F 5 



^ 



( io6 ) 

you expect a throne is prepared for yoa« 
But ask your conscience, whether a átate 
to regain the King's lost confídence ba& 
aot been one of the motives that has 
prompted your celerity and courage ; and 
when you soe my limbs quivering in the 
air, or lay my head at Edward's feet, as a 
counterpoise to that of hk favouiite, -~ 
remember to ask the lords of your party, 
how poor men can avoid knowing that 
England is govemed by a vile junto of 
selfísh knaves, wben thóse who ^t at her 
helm are the fírst to divuige the secret*. 
Never could I have persuaded those thou* 
sandsy.who this morning bowed to my 
will, that I was a king's son, had not his 
brother Hereford and his cousin Lancaster 
taken arms against him whom I sought to 
dethrone, ^hile his own wife removed the 
veil from his frailties, and held him out to 
his subjects as an objéct of abhorrence»^ 
If the faith which she plighted at the altar, 
and you peers pledged when ye did ho* 
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mage for your fíefs^ has no forcé to teach 
her sílence, and you submission ; must we» 
whose unsubdaed passíons are stimulated 
by wantsye have never known, and whose 
habits reject dísguise, be merely the pas- 
sive instruments by which you cut your 
way to fame and power, ready to bleed 
under your banner when you cali us to 
take the ñeld, or to bend under your 
búrdens, when, from convenience, you 
ñame tyranny lawful government ? Know, 
Earl of Lancaster, that the people of 
England are apt students of that book, 
which the example of the great ones of 
the earth spreads before those who look 
for no truer test of right than pros- 
perity. If ye, who stand on an emi- 
nence, are discontented^ and factious, or 
lewd and luxurious, begging frtars may 
preach content, submission, and moder* 
ation to US poor labourers for our daily 
bread ; but your Uves will be a comment 
on their sermons, and we shall foUow 
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yoü in the broad trodden path, persuaded 
that what the great and learned practise, 
cannot send the poor and ignorant to per» 
dition. ThuS) my Lord of Lancaster, at 
the bar of Heaven the loss of my soul 
\)ríU be required of you, as surely as I 
must answer for those cowards, who ap« 
peáled to your mcrcyby cursing me.*' 
•* Pendergrass/' said the Earl, " I mil 
set thee ai) example, which it will be 
well for thee to copy ; I will confess my 
fbrmer fault, and, confessing, will not re- 
peat it. I acknowlecíge thee as my per- 
sonal enemy, and as such I must not sit 
In judgmént on thee. Thy death shall 
not be the bond of my pardon ; thy deeds 
shall be referred to our common sove- 
reign, and I will no further rq)resent his 
authoríty than by keeping thee in dose 
confínement till his pleasure is known. 
May this interval be improved to thy owñ 
infinite advantag^l Turn thy thoughts 
from the misguiding example of weak 
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and £rail man to the unerring fountain 
of justíce and power : remembering, that 
when the guilt of the universe is tried at 
that bar, though the abuses of leaming 
and rank may receive a heavier punish- 
ment, they will not escape who sinned, 
not from ignorance, but from perversely 
choosing a faulty model, with a view^ 
that they might afterwards plead it an 
apology for the indulgence of their evU 
desirrt. He who knows when he commits 
a crime, is sufficiently instructed, to be 
wise unto salvation.'^ 
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CHAPTER XXV. 



Not poppy, nor mandragora» 



Ñor all the drowsy 8ym|» of the world, 

Shall ever med'cine thee to that twect sleep 

Which thoo hadst yetterday. Suakespeírb. 



C ATISFIED with the two.fold victory 
which he had gained, Lancaster medi- 
tated in his retirement on many a pleasing 
prospect. A heárty reconciliation to the 
King, must, he thought, inevitably result 
from his adroitncss in dispersing a rebellion 
so formidable in the existing state of the 
.kingdom, On his restoration to the royal 
confídence, depended his abiiity to serve 
his couotry with full eíEciency, either as 
a statesmañ or a warrior. The awful ac- 
cusations which Pendergrass had brought 
against him convinced him of the incal- 
culable mischiefs that result from dis* 
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unión between the sovereign and his high 
hereditary counsellors; they also con^ 
ñrmed hisdeterminadon,never to unsheath 
the sword, but with reverenceto the 
power as well • as the person of the 
monarch. These reflectíons were inter- 
rupted by the appearance of Sir Robert 
HoUand, who carne to congratúlate him 
on his success, "The holy Saint Mu 
chaeU'^ said htí, " has you under his 
e^ecial keeping, for it is on his festival 
you endeared yourself stiU more to your 
country^ \n obtaíning a victory by your 
personal courage and wisdoro. Shouid 
not my lady's apprehensions on your 
account be relieved, by sending her ward 
that the rebels are dispersed ?'* 

The allusion to the feast of St. Mi- 
chael, and the reference to his Countess, 
were combined by the chamberlain with a 
look, which reminded Lancaster of more 
than HoUand durst spealc, or he wished to 
hear. His thoughts instantly took a new 
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train, and to the proposal of dispatching 
a messenger, he answered,— "My wife's 
sensibility is very great, and who knows 
how iar the rumour of an expected en* 
gagement may afiect her, Canfbrd is but 
thirty miles distant, and my absence 
from the troops for a few hours can breed 
no evil consequence. I will go mysélf ; 
and youy Holiand, shall be my only at-* 
tendant. We have fleet* horses, and can 
be *back by roll-calL How w^ars the 
night ?" " Your Grace will have ampie 
tipie to reach Canford castle by mid- 
night/^^answered Holland ; '* and if my 
hdy honours St.Michael as she purposed, 
the wassaii-board will not be cleared be- 
fore my horn announces my wish to par^ 
take the good-níght cup." Lancaster only 
answered, by ordering that the ^eeds 
should be instantly prepared. ^^ Will not 
your wound,** said Holland, " terrify thé 
gentle lady/' ** To avoid that fear," an*- 
swered Lancaster, ** you shall carry newé 
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of tbé victory, and I, with my facjs muf- 
fled, will pass as a wounded cuirassier, tíil 
my wife is apprised of the disaster/' 

I^sguised in the livery of a trooper, 
Lancaster, with his confídential knight, 
rodé rapidly» the £arl agitated by contra- 
rious pasáons, hoping that Alicia would 
remember hiscóunsels; and again, fearing 
her indiscretion and culpable flexíbility. 
The haste in which he had left Canford, 
prevented his positive prohibition of the 
designed entertainment. ^* Yet surely,** 
said he, ^^ my pleasure. on this subject 
was known ; and whatever has since oc- 
cufred, tends to make the obligation to 
gravity and sobriety more imperative. If 
she keeps the feast, it cannot be in the 
wanton humour of wasteful carnival, but 
by a solemn wéll-appointed banquet, a 
sort of funeral feast, commemorative of 
the demise of our past glories and joys, 
and fearfully anticipating the awful charac- 
ter of the times we have not yet seen." 
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The horsemen drew near Canford in 
gloomy silence; but silence and gloom 
were banished from the castle, wKich dbone 
with the blaze of Ughr, and echoed with 
the sound of reVelry. The bloody cross 
was removed from the standard-tower, 
from which now waved an illuminated 
banner, describing a piping iawn invitmg 
to mírth. HoUand put« his horn to fais 
mouth, waiting the Earl's permission to 
claim entrance. ^^ Blów/' said Lancas*~ 
ter ; " for though we shall he but un- 
trimed guésts^ the lady will réceíve us. 
Yet reoiember to insist that thy wounded 
trooper may stand behmd thy chair, and be 
thy chamber^fellow." " Doubtless/' said 
Holland, " my lady has heard of your 
having dispersed the rebel arihy, and thus 
celebrates your triumph/* " The heavenly 
couriers who told me the fate of Bannock- 
bourn/' said the Earl solemnly, " may 
have outstripped our earthly coursers ; 
but this is an ill-suited method of acknow* 
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leging cetestíal Communications i I hear 
the rebeck, the lute and the Cabor ; I see 
the dames vault in my hall, and the antie 
shake bis cap and bells ; but I discem no 
choir singing litanies, ñor priests bearing 
banners in honour of our angelic ínter* 
cessors." 

Alicia had indeed realized the fears, in* 
stead of fulfílling the hopes of her hus« 
band ; her maidens had assailed her mth 
intreaties, that she would aliow them one 
more holiday, in which they promised to 
take a fareweli of vain delights, and be- 
come henceforth abstemious devotet s and 
ministering beguines. When she urged 
to Beatrice the impropriety of rejoicing 
while her lord was gone on a dangerous 
€ervice, she was reminded, that it was 
now impossible to forbid Lord Surrey, 
who carne by sea from the north, and 
therefore could not be met by her me»- 
senger ; and would it not be singular and 
incorrecta as be must come> to bave no 
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noble persons to meet hitn, or could they 

be entertained with lenten faf e and cathe- 

dral occupatíons, without quesdoning her 

lord's hospítality and her own sinceríty i 

Devotion was ríght at its season, but the 

wísest men determined that there was also 

a time for n\irth ; and as to thé idea of 

laying aside the pleasant devices whicb 

had been prepared fbr the occasion, on á 

presumption that her lord was in daager, 

it really was bringing his valour and 

military skill into disrepute^ since it was 

kiiown he would wíth ease disperse the 

rabble he opposed. It was at last re* 

solved to consúlt Sir Hilary, who pro- 

mised to give the subject a solemn con- 

¿deration, and who afterward declared 

that he found there had been seven days 

of privarion and boly abstraction, which, 

e^ceeding by one the number of fastí the 

^hurch allowed in succession, without an 

intervening day of comparative relaxation, 

he might therefore permit' a feast, on 
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condition that the abstemious system 
shouid be renewed as soon as convenient ; 
he further consented, in consideration of 
the pressing ezígence of time, to asfiist in 
the preparation, and to allow a transform* 
ation of the painted acts c¡£ St.CypiíaiL 
Some might embelUsh the marriage of 
Sir Gawin, others exemplify the suj^sed 
necromazKry of Friar Bacon^ vrhom ad** 
miration then celebrated as the first 
conjurer of his times» An enactoKDt of 
tbese vonders was fírst to delight the 
noble guests, after whkh ail present were 
to appear in fuitastic habits, and take 
part iipL a dance of satyrs and wood* 
nymphs* The only proof of díscretioQ 
Alicia gave» was her insisting that the Earl 
of Leicester shouid be invited to preside 
ia his brother's place, and by his presence 
countenance the motley grope. She ako 
wished for the company of Matilda, fos 
rumour whispered that the widowcd 
maid had been peistíaded to see the 
oí 
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worid through a brighter médium than 
(ears ; but though her youth and be&oty 
would have added grace to that fair bevy, 
who were ^' to teach the torches to bmm 
bright," she had been bred in the school 
of the Queen of NaVatre, and her sen- 
timents were too correspondent to those 
of the £arl of Lancaster, to render her 
presence desirable to Alicia^s giddy ad« 
mirers. Indeed Beatríce had often so 
misoxistrued the EarPs commendations 
of this lady, as to infuse that species of 
jealousy into the mind of his wife, which, 
though it disdains the idea of criminality, 
pines f rom* an apprehen$ion of a prefer- 
ente awarded to a superior merit* 

The feast was over ; so were the iater- 
ludes ; but the maskers were in highest 
glee, when Sir Robert HoUand summoned 
the warder, and was admitted into the 
hall with his muffled companton. In 
vain did the seneschal announce his 
entrance, and loudly exclaim» ^^ Tidings 
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from the £arl of Lancaster/^ A11 were 
busy in fínding out their disguised part- 
nersy or in attending to the dance. A 
concerted clue directed Surrey to select 
the Countess of Lancasten ^^ Fair queen/' 
said the hairy sylvan, ^^ whom Phoebus 
or Adonis only should aspire to woo, 
on what service wiil you employ the 
iaith&l savage, who craves to be your 
slavc ?*' " To drive blasts from my 
orchards, and sweep my parterres/' añ- 
svered she. " Agreed," said Surrey } 
^ and my wages shall be once a day to 
bask in the blaze of those eyes,*' ** JFor 
^hom do you take me?*' *said Alicia. 
** 1 cannot be deceived/' said the Earl ; 
** for my throbbing heart avows what- 
ever you may cali yourseif, you are no* 
other than the potent queen of love,*^ 
** This fancy/' retumed the Countess, 
^ is as rídiculous, as that you should sup- 
pose yourself a trim gallant with those 
cloven-feet and that goatish vizard. I 
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\rill bear nothmg about your heart, or 
my beauty ; bul if you can instruct me 
how to hive my bees, or secure my nuts 
ÍTom the squirrels, I will eitber listen to 
your conversation, or dance with yon till 
the blinking moon says, ^ Good-morrow 
to you, stout revellers ; I must tum you 
OTer to my buskin'd brother/ *' Surrey 
pressed the hand she offered him, and 
asked, if night were not the season to 
talk of love. " No,*' replied she, ** for 
night is weary of hearmg the wail of bro- 
ken-hearted maids, complainíng of per- 
jured lovers ; so she prefers the songs of 
U6 merry forresters, who, vhen we have 
eaten our jqnkets, generally sing some 
such roundelay as this, to drive away 
ouphes and goblins.:— 

When fieecy clouds tbrough azure ñjp 

And bees ÍHt by on busy wiRg» 
On vi'let banks we wood-nyoipbs lie» 

And bail tfae blossom-beanog spriDg. 
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With beechen pipes of rneny sound 

The demon8 of tke fen we scare. 
And by the galliards magic round 

Enchant the spell-bound spectre Care. 

Mor fear we, save when vernal storms 
• Dríve on our buds the sieety hail 5 
Or when» fuU-charg*d with insect swarmSf 
We shiver in the Etesian gale. 

With lev'rets and with kids we play $ 

The painted butterfly we chase : 
List to the wood-lark's merry lay^ 

And tame the s^uin-ers frolic race. 

* 
No armed chief.annoys our grrove ; 

No dreaming monks peccaVi cry ; 

And here,' ^lisguis'dy should Cupid rove^ 

Wel!" qaickly make the tyrant fly. 

iJoy Í8 our queen ; we worship Sport ¿ 

i 

And Lo ve to these destruction swore^ 
Háste^ Sylvan, from our happy court^ 
Or talk to me of kve no more. 

The Earl of Lancaster was not neaf 
enough to hear the conversation y but 
he observed the volatile air pf hÍ8 wife^ 
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and listened to her song. This was 
enough : he wkhdrew to the apartmeat 
of his chaAibetlain, whither Holland 
soon followed him. He paced the room in 
an agony, to which all the former triáis 
of his life seemed but the brief woes oí' an 
in&m : ^'^ M y Lord," sáid Holiand, at- 
tempting to $tay his perturbed step ; ^^ the 
Coimtess küows of your victory.^ ** And 
has it abated her hilarity/' inquired he ; 
** to increase it was impossible/' " Her 
joy/' retumed the chamberlain, *^ was of 
that modest kmd, which veils itself in 
tears/' ^ Does she run ríot in my periis, 
and weep my tríumphs V* demanded th^ 
mdignant husband. ^^ Tet» soft ; it smj 
be the relentiúgs of awakeiied co^sdence. 
Detach her from this frantic rout, aii4 
bring her to hear fuUer ti#i§s^ my con* 
quests ; but, on your life, do not revc^ 
who waits an audience." 

tíoUandwenton this emnd, and agam 
rehuned. She was dancing with Lord 
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Surrey ; to speak to her was impossible ; 
all was joUity and e3tuItation. But this 
was the concluding scene of the festívftf, 
and die pages stood with Ughted ta* 
pers to guíde the guests to theír respecthre 
chambers. 

*^ Then I will betake myself to 
mine/' replied Lancaster ; ^^ but first cast 
my slough, beíbre I act the serpent* 
Hollando fetch my nuptial suk from my 
wardrobe ; wemust not scare a gay hdy^ 
fresh firom dalliance with her courtly 
knight ; therefore strew frankincense on 
the lamp. Place on my head my cap of 
estáte, a¿d hang upon niy bosom mf 
jeweiled gorget.'' 

Attired ki ihe same splendor as when 
he finSK l6d De Lacy*a daoghter through 
the admiifog coopt, and presented her 
to King Edward as his bride, Lanca»^ 
ter entered his wife's apaitment, and 
seated himself beneath the canopy. Qa 
a table near, stood the podón whidí 
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theCountess constantly drank,before she 
retired to rest. Beatrice and the physician 
Ijad mixed it on this fatal night ; the venal 
agents of an intentional adulterer had, for 
the vilest purposes, drugged the bowl. 

It was not long before Alicia entered 
alone ; and, as if she had a premonitory 
warping, that sh.e was about to take her 
i^rewell of happiness, she entered in her 
gayest mood, repeating the last stanza of 
her frolic song, glancing her eye ^ound 
the room. She soon perceived hér Lord 
skting in lonely srate, silent and solemn. 
She started back, thrilled by a conscious 
2^Ji;nQwl9gment, that this was not the 
night on which she would hav^ wished 
bis leturn. Love and coí^dénpe jn, his 
wbnted goodnes^ ^bdued this. painful 
emoticm,' and sh(Q.again,:^dyanc^ to mee(; 
\úm with a smile of unatff^t^^l welcome, 
Buthe rose not, spoke not^ nxov^ not ; 
hiafeatures were coid and stern ; they r^ 
laxed with neithe/ joy ñor afii^tion, dfíd 
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his cheek was seamed with an untented 
wound. Gould it be a visión ? She 
almost screamed with horror^ and fesured 
to clasp the hand which rested on tbe 
tsüble, lest her own should be chilled* by 
the marbie touch of death* She gazed 
on his fece, tíil she almost believed his 
eye rayless and motionless, and with di& 
fículty articülated^ " Where were you 
wounded ?'' Then raising her hands in a 
beseeching posture, she seemed to éxpect 
a' reply in that sepulchrai tone, which, like 
the death-watch, would summon her to 
share his grave. 

The living Lancaster laid his hand 
upon his heart, and answered,-^^^ My 
mortal wound is here; but I trust my 
groans have not interrupted your re^ 
velry." He then presented the night- 
cüp which stood beside hím. " You 
seem fatigued," continued he ; *' drink 
this ; it will soon lay you in a íast slum* 
ben" " What is it ?" said the Countess, 
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üeiüblmg with undefined horron <^ Not,*' 
r^med he, ^ the laugfaing cup of joy 
mhíiAí i saw you kiss and offer to Surrey, 
aB to a v«rUiou8 knight of unblemished 
ÍMiie } tbís is the draught of bítter re- 
»6nd>ianGe, prepared by a husband, and 
^ a «edMive quality. It wiU cali the 
pastbefore you ; alkiy üeveñsh passlonsj; 
and ciffb thi^ extravagant flight of ^ónr 
ama Ima^nadloiu^ 

^ Wbere are my maids V^ said the 
ti^itfflscd Countess, as the £arl,r¡sing, held 
<the beyerage to har lips with alannmg 
importunity. ^' Retired, I trust» to chasfie 
and peacefol slumbars,^ said he; '^ at 
Icast Bo&e ^enter this apartsnent to-night. 
Tke doors ave now secured to prevent 
ÍBipertÍQeni6e. Holiand is in isaitiog to 
guaird our prÍTacy, for time presses, and 
i have mueh itnpoitant business to discuss 
befinre the second crotving of the cock." 
^* O my lord,*' said the kneeling beauty, 
«róiging her wfaite hands, and bath* 
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ing thera with tears ; ** if ever you loved 

me, shew me some mercy/' ^ They who 

ask mercy are ofiFenders/' replíed he ; ** is 

my wife one of those wretched bemgs, 

wha fears to ask justice of her husband ?*' 

^' Mercy, if ever you loved me," re- 

turned Alicia, and flung her aritís around 

jiis knees with a pathos of giief, whicfa 

-atmost melted his stem resolves, and 

drew from him a groan that seemed to 

bttrst his heart; he stoóped to loosen 

jiimself from her strenuous grasp, and 

^aw the ruby fade from her lips, and her 

^Iknbs become cold and rígid as his own. 

** 'She will die with terror,** said he to 

himself ; ^^ that mnst not be.** He paused 

a moment ; and while he thought of her 

oíten»pardoned levitíes, broken resolves, 

and repeated provocations, she again re^ 

vived, and his renewed purpose was con- 

firmed by her ability to sustain his terrible 

corrective. 

*^ How long/* said he, ** has my wife 
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doubted my love ? Who is the malig- 
nant slanderer that has infused so cruel 
a suspicion into the mind of the woman 
whom I selected from all' the Christian 
world to be the mother of my children 
— the sacristy of my reputation? Re- 
member, lady, how I chose you from a|i 
unblemished house, as one whose virtue, 
as well as beauty, would reflect lustre on 
royalty ; and can it be you whom I now 
see prostrate at my knees, doubting my 
love, imploring my mercy, and wríthing 
in anguishy because I affectionately presó 
you to drínk a sanatíve potion, which will 
alleviate your perturbations, and for ever 
end my own anxietiés ?'* 

" Will ¡t indeed end your anxietiés ?** 
returned Alicia, with a look in which ter- 
ror and sorrow seemed to struggle with 
love and fortitude. " Then I will drink 
it — drink it without a murmur, and die, 
blessing and praying for you : yet grant 
me two petitions, suffer me again to em- 
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brace my son, and allow me the presence 
of a faithful priest. Not the ductile 
sycophant, who palliated or rather exi- 
cited my índiscretions, but a true minister^ 
of heaven, who, while he smooths my 
dáath-bed wkh hope of mercy, will probé 
the recesses of my heart, and array all 
its transgressions before my weeping 
penitence.'* 

" Thus," thought the ágain relentiog 
Lancaster, ^' she has often promised, an4 
dther deceived me by her hypocrisy, or 
herself by her imbecility. No,, the g^Or 
grene ha^ spread .toó far for a slight- in- 
cisión } the cautery must be applied, pp 
the cure cannot be radical/' He adr 
dressed the Countess mth increase4 
solemnity, — " Your requests shall b^ 
granted. Do you rely on my honovir» 
and 1 will trust my life to your secresy» 
Have you yet anoth^r wish, for I must 
be speedy in wbat I have to. do.?" 

" To be buried with my aiicestors/' 

05 
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said the lingeríng Councess, averting het 
eye from the loathed mixtxire, and vainly 
hoping «he heard some one approaching* 
^ Ó my lord,'* conrinued she, " as I 
well kaaw your generous nature cannot 
pursue the memory of your ever^fekUui 
^Mife with eteraal resentment, suffer my 
child to be often led to my grave, and 
shewn the spot where I crave bis dust 
may mingle mth mine. Trust me, my 
lord, it will not contaminate the puré 
and pñncely ashes of Hantagenet to miz 
wkh your iakhful Alicia's.*' 

^< Wish you, that he should be taugfat 
l^venge ?" said Lancaster. " O no, no,** 
exclakned Alída ; *^ let him only bear 
tfiat I ^as cut oíF in the morning of my 
existence, and wam him to improve the 
inestimable ríches of time. Of all that 
passes here, yourself will be the only 
evidence, for my dying lips shall blefis 
and absolve you ; and if you permit, print 
a-blessing on the hand once pledged at 
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the altar, >yhich now séverely, though 
justly, punishes, niy repeated provoca- 
tions." 

Lancaster now feared that she artfuUy 
attempted to melt his purpose by her 
blandishments ; and again resolved, that 
her «incerity and affection must not be 
spared one iota of the soul-purilying 
ordeal which he meditated. Withdraw- 
ing his hand from her grasp, he stemly 
answered,— ^^ This is not the season for 
dalliance, but for repentance/^ 

" Oh, but for one of my wasted years,*' 
exdaimed Alicia, '^ a day, an hour to 
lament and abjure my folly.'' She cast 
iier supplicating eyes on her husband; 
the cup trembled in his hand, but his 
look continued firm and unyielding. He 
only answered,— " You will have lasure 
for repentance ; this will not kill you to- 
night/' 

Th^ unmitigated severity seemed to 
the Countess the signal of her inevitable 
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doom. That innate nobleness of mmd 
which had never wholly deserted her, 
now urged her to meet with fortitude the 
fate she could not shun. Taking the 
baleful potion firom his hand — " This/* 
said she, 'Ms a husband's giít; it is the 
sacrament of his peace^ and as such I 
receive it, like a chaste obedient wife; 
I drain it to the dregs." ; She drank it 
all ; looked again at Lancaster with ex« 
postulating sweetness; then sunk upon 
her knees, and raised her hands and eyes 
to heaven in mute but intense devotion. 

The Earl stood silent oyer her; hi$ 
yearning affections longed to fold her to 
his heart, to seal her pardon, confess the 
stratagem he had practised, and recall her 
contemplation from the grave, to fix it 
on the bright visión of perpetual love 
and unvioiated confídence. But her 
frequent lapses reminded him that the 
trial was not yet complete. This glow of 
heroism might subside ; terroi: might subr 
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due, fortitude or revenge extinguish love« 
Her sense of her own provocarions might 
Bot be so deep, ñor her cóntritíon so 
perfect, as to prevent her from becoming 
his accuser : and he further wished her 
to contemplóte her errors, under the per- 
suasión that she was immediateiy going 
to account for them. He saw the de- 
votion of her attitude with tears of 
transport. " Noble creature !*' said he 
to himself j " O what a goodly piece of 
workmanship has levity and flattery 
marred ! Can the base interpolation be 
removed, and the original ímpress of 
divine natqre restored ! Corrupting dis- 
sipatíon, corroding slothl ye have done 
much to deface the forra of pristine 
beauty ; but never since ye first quitted 
hell in the train of Satán, have ye aimed 
at a lovelier prey than my poor ensnared 
Aücia/' 

He was roused. from this reverle by 
the sound of footsteps. He tumed, and 



( 134 ) 

saw his cbamberlain was in the apartment. 
The dying paleness of the lady's looks, 
the emotíon of his lord's, the mysterious 
cup, the soiemn silence which succeeded 
such agonized exclamations, all imprest 
on the mind of Holland the most dreadful 
convictions. ** What have you done, my 
lord?'' said he, gazing on the empty 
chalice. *^ What I wish not to recall,'* 
answered the £af 1 ; ^^ and for whkh tjiou 
hastneíther eyes ñor ^rs. What bríngs 
thee into my apartment ?" ** My duty,^' 
9Úá the knight trembling, ^< requires me 
to State that Lord Leicester is in tbis 
castle. And further, a courier has fol- 
lowed US from the army; the necro- 
mantic monk whom Pendergrass em- 
ployed as his diviner, escaped tjie fígbt 
of Axminster, and has joined an m* 
broken body of insurgents, advancing 
from Somersetshire. These are per- 
suaded, that he can compass the death 
^ the king and aU the nobles by the 



( 135 ), 

gradiml wa^g of 8om« waxen figures, 
wfaich he has inscríbed with magical 
characters. They are proceedmg to fvee 
Fendei^ass from prúon ; and ypur army, 
believiag tbat your disappearance is oue 
instance of the scnrcerer's success, are 
9ázéd with a panic, whicb your preaence 
caá aione díspel/' 

Lancaster atiswered, tbat he would m** 
«tantly disabuse thsm, and hade hioi rome 
Lord Leicester from bis béd ; and teU him 
to meet him in the corrídor. Absorbed 
by devotion, Alicia did not notice the en- 
trance of Holland ; but was now roused 
by the voice of her lord, who, tenderly 
pressing her hands, bade her persevere 
in her pious resolutions^ and they shonid 
again meet in happiness and love. He 
retired after uttering these words.— Were 
they not bis solemn farewell ? Did they 
not point to a meeting beyond the grave j 
Had ínurderers these expectations of 
happiness in a future ivorld i She would 
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not pursue that thought, for her pro* 
vocations had been extreme, and time 
might be allotted him for repentance ; 
but her days of probation were past, her 
accounts mu8t be immedíately audited. 
Such was the rapid train of thought 
which passed in the mind of the lady, 
as her eyes foilowed her lord through 
the long gallery which led from her 
apartment to the stair*case. The beams 
of the rising sun played on his form^ 
and the moming breeze tossed the 
plumes in his bonnet. He descended to 
the hall ; and as she lost sight of the 
object dearest to her hearc, every other 
idea vanished in overwhelming regret* 
** O most honoured, most dear, and 
rtiost lovely V* exclaimed she, with broken 
sobs and gushing tears ; ^^ fírst of all 
the sons of men, and once the best 
and kindest, müst thou fly me to save 
thine own life, and to avoid witnessing 
my» dying pangs ? I shall behold thee no 
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more, yet let me look on thine in- 
fant image before death settle upon my 
eyes/' 

Lancaster's absence was ill supplíed by 
the presence of Beatrice, who had entered 
the dpartment before the Earl, and, con- 
cealed behind the arras, discovered all 
that passed. Her daring mind, fruitful 
in machinations, instantly conceíved the 
bold design of makrng the stratagem of 
the husband instrumental to the criminal 
purposes of the lover. She presented 
herself before her lady, as if expecting 
her usual commands. Alicia instantly 
affected composure. ^^ I am ill, Beatrice,'' 
.said she, " very ill. A presentiment 
tells me that I shall never see another 
sun ; I would bestow my blessing oa my 
child; I would receive the remissive 
sacramenta ; 1 would also give orders for 
my funeral, and send a pledge of my 
never-deviating affection to my absent 
lord/' 
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•* Surely/* said Beatiice^ ** my hdy 
lias seen some alarmbg visión^ so gay, 
60 blooming as you just left us !" 

*^ Beatrice/' replied AIkia, interrupdng 
her, ^^ is tfaere smy thing M?onderful or 
unusual in sudden deachf Am I tbe 
first wbo has been prematiurely cüt dovmk, 
and in the sprang^tide of tboughiless 
gauety compelled to ezchanga tlie robe 
of vanity for the swalhings tlm val the 
rains of mortality ? Forbear to we^, 
good Beatric^ ; I was bom the inhafaítaiiit 
of a dying world» and hav^e Ibred kmg 
enougfa to be foisewarned by piemoní- 
tory signs to prepare fór my dis^úsaioa 
to another ; Go, and gently announoe 
my sickne^ to my maidens. My 
tune ¡8 4^ort ; I must not be mter- 
rupted by their cries ; but I would be 
to them a mojral preacher." She paused; 
a h^vy fammess ^ealing over her senses 
increased her alarm« ^^ O basten, 
basten," said she, ^^ and bring my child. 
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while I yet can ímpress on his re- 
membrance the idea that he had a 
mother." 

Beatiicehad but jusí left tfae apartment, 
when the Earl of Leicester entered, bear- 
ing his young nephew ín bis arms, and 
jfoUowed by Lancaster's almoner, whó 
carne to sbxiye the Countess. Finding 
that his awa presence in the army was 
lounediately necessary to prevmt the 
£rttks of his victory from being fraslrated, 
and trusdng that ail "would go well, es- 
|>ecially as he was assured that -^e Earl 
of Surrey had left the castle, Lancaster 
(had confíded to his broth^'s inviolable 
fidelity, the stratagem he had concerted 
to wean his wife from her dangerous 
conrses, and the alarming delusion under 
vhich she now laboured ; conjuring faim 
to watch her behaviour, and faithfully 
report if the effect of his awful medicine 
realized the sanguine hopes which he had 
formed of her entire reformation* But 
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still he required, that he would not, by a 
premature disclosure, deprive him of the 
exquisite transport which was to reward 
áll.his doubts and sorrows, that of seeing 
the changed expression of her face, when, 
from the supposed confínes of the grave, 
he summoned her back to Ufe dad love. 
Añer deliveríng this charge, Lancaster 
speeded back to Axminster, with the m« 
tentíon of obviating the ill eflfects of hís 
absence, and retuming to Canford in the 
evening, to learn, from his consortes be- 
havionr, the colour of his fiíture Ufe. In 
compliance with his brother's injunctions, 
Leicester's expressions tended to keep 
alive Alicia's apprehensíons. He ac- 
knowleged his acquaintance with ali that 
had passed, spoke of the poigñant feeUngs 
of injured honour,and trusted that the lady 
would consider that she held the Ufe of 
the fírst subject of England in her keep- 
ing. The honour of the nation would, he 
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said, be impleaded, if any disgrace were 

cast on tfíe escutcheon of Lancaster. 

She answered not; but contínued to caress 

her son, wiped the tears which dimmed 

her eyes with his glossy hair, agaih 

clasped him to her bosom, and bade him 

remember his mother. She now recol- 

lected a lament that she had learned of a 

troubadour, and which had been ascribed 

to a Gascón lady, who fell a victim to her 

husband's jealousy. This she addressed to 

her child, teaching him to chaunt ^kh 

her the concladiag distich : -«- . 

Weep*8t thou, my child ? Thou caost not tell» 
What pangs thy mother's bosom swell ; 
Yet when thou hear*8t her parting knell^ 

Repeat a prayer' ; 
And hang around thy father's knee» 
Aod bid him love and cherish thee» . 
Eveq in thy early infancy» 

Deprived my care ; 
Forget me not, but daily say, 
* Dearest mother, welladSy!* , 
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Look ac me stüli my lovely chiM } 
Trace every feature, worn and wild; 
It Í8 thy mother» — $he who snúlM 

On thy soft bloom : 
Do thou full oft beguile thy sire 
To where» amidst the minster choir, 
The banners of my race a8pire9 

Shading my tomb : 
And ask him for a téar, and say, 
* Dearest mother, welladay !* 

Lekester and tfae príest wept at this 
scene: the fbrmer, fearful tbat thesle 
Íiigh«wroi^t ecstacies would overpower 
her, and, éedrous that her affections 
should fuliy meet the proposed tríalSy 
agaán e3t|>res^ apprehensbns for his 
brother's safety. *• ftenry of Leicester/' 
said she, ^ 1 ans^er you by my actions ; 
can a mother, who thus doats on bef 
child, cherbh rerenge against its father ? 
You have been selected by my lord to be 
his confídant ; deign, then, to listen to my 
solemn declaration.^ Dropping on her 
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knees before tbe almoner, she thus pro* 
ceeded :-^ 

^* Gay, youQg» indulged and flattered, 

I loved aiad wedded the noble Lancaster, 

~-the flower of knighthood, the glory of 

tbe Englisb court ! lavincibly cold to all 

bnt me^ I soon discov^ed that I had 

power to dfaw bis eye from heaven ; and 

the diffioalty of my conquest íncreased 

my triumph wíthout abating my a&c- 

tíon. Marriage removed the veil which 

preveoted me from seeiag that our ba<* 

mDBTs were c&cordant. I bad ever been 

acc^stúmed to consult my own ; and, as 

my lerdas disapprobation of my habits was 

gently ezpressed, I weakly thought it was 

Qot di^iy fdt. My own plan of ufe 

vas, to me, delightful ; his seemed re* 

pufaíve. I thought, by perseverance» I 

^jDUld «d>due opposítion ; or at least, as 

I newr swerved in chaste affection, that he 

vioviá Úánk my errors renial, and leavé 

de to lead* t^ life I loved. Often has 
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he cQ&vinced my reason by his elo- 
quence, as often roused my skimberíag 
virtue by his example ; but when he left 
me, temptatíon became inviücible, and I 
contínued fallible, though not crimíoaL 
His high sense of honour scoming com- 
plainti^ has spaken by an action on which 
my tongue shall be mute for ever. With 
a fírm belief in all that the sacred oracks 
disclose of the fiíture world, and con* 
scious that I am now, for the last time, 
knéelingat confession,I;swear thát never,: 
even in thought, have I violated oaiy nup* 
tial vows. Though fatally persuaded to 
rouse my lord from his gloomy humour 
by dalUance with, a man who I knew. 
loved- me, yet, were every. word that ever 
pdfled betweai us trumpeted by fame, it. 
i^oüld not raise pne blush on the. cheék/ 
c5f innocence. Ñor yet, dearly as I vahíe- 
life, deeply as I shudder at the fearful. 
journey these premonitory pañgs assure 
ii)e I have already commeneed, would I 

lO 
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be Surrey's wife, were length of days h¡8 
nuptial gift; ñor, though the grave ifi 
closing on all >my youthñil hopes, do I 
regret my Union ^th my niost dear^ 
noble, cruel lord.** 

The priest ínstantly absolved bis peni- 
tent ; and was preparíng to anoint her 
brows with the consecrated oil, when La- 
cester drew back bis hand. ^^ Stay/* 
wbispered he ; ^^ we urge \the deception 
too far : imagination takes strong hold of 
taider frames. Observe you not, that 
her features are changed ? My brother 
can scarcely have left the castle ; I will 
ov^take liim. The bañe has worked 
long enough; he alone can administer 
the antidote. Speak to her of the resto- 
rative power of medicine ; give her hope 
of Ufe ; tranquillize her spirít ; do any 
thing to sustadn her till thy lord retums. 
Such a woman is worth a thousand com- 
mon lives.*' 

VOL.in. H 
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; The deleterious potion had begun to 
litrQrk* Motionless and stupífied, Alicia 
iunk (Hi her bed, still holdbg her cfaild, 
(hough with a relaxing grasp. The cries 
of her att^idants, who rushed into che 
chanibér, had scarcely power to rouse her. 
The priest whkpered something in her 
ear, but the communication produced no 
offset on her features. He ocdered, that 
the physidan should be immediately 
talled) vfho^ after some privare communi- 
catión with Beatrice, felt her pulse, and 
ptonouliced that she was dying. Alicia 
had just strength to summon him to her 
bed-side. " My laft hours/' saíd she» 
** muft not be disturbed by inefiectual 
efibrts to save my Ufe. I forbid the em- 
balmers from touching my corpse ; and, 
for the sake of the living, let it instantly be 
intarred in this attke/' Her maids, sup- 
posing her disease was the pestilence, 
asked, if this was a precaution. ^^ As a 
warning also," repHed the lady, signifí- 

lo 
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cantly poínting at the frivolity of her 
habit. Shé seemed to make a last 
struggle against the overwhelming stupor 
which pressed down her faculries. ** Can 
this/* said sbe, " be dying ? I feel no 
pain/* A cry for mercy, and a recom- 
mendation^ to her most dear husband, 
were all she afterwards uttered, till the 
potent opiate stretched her, to all appear- 
anee, a corpse. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Lean not on earth, *tw¡n pierce tbee lo the heart : 

A broken reed at best ; but oft a apear. 

On its sharp point Peace bleeds, aud Hope expires. 

YOUNG. 



A MONG the terrified witnesses af 
Alicia's supposed díssolutioh was 
Sír Robert Holland, whose signifícant 
looks did not escape the observation of 
Beatiice. " Away !" said she, to the 
screaming attendants ; ^^ for your own 
sakes» ñy the infectious corpse. Your 
críes must fíll the castle with evil spiríts, 
'who will sweep us all away. Hoist, again^ 
the bloody cross on the standard-tower, 
and order the priests to toU the chapel- 
bell, and begin their litaníes. Love binds 
me to my dear lady, and this brave 
knight will stand by me, while I sprinkie 
the body with holy water/* 
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HoUand aád Beatríce were soon left 
alone, when, fíxing her eyes on him 
with signifícant eamestness, she exclaimed, 
— *' This foul deed must be concealed, or 
your lord will swing on the turret of Ke- 
nilworth. I have overheard all that passed, 
and I saw him descend that staír-case 
"with the timidity of an assassin." 

. Holland affected not to understand this 
intímidatíng speech ; he denied that he 
vms of his lord'8 counsel ; thai paused ; 
and remarked that the lady, when dying, 
sbewed great strength of mind to giye 
such minute directions respectihg her fuñe* 
ral. ^^ And know you not/' said she, 
^* vhy the embalmer is forbidden ? What 
compelled her to depart from the cisstom 
of her ancestors ? She enjoi^ed secresy and 
speed* Were there any of the dedsive 
marks of pestilence in her seizure?'' 
«* Howshould I know !'* replied Holland, 
^udderíng ; " but surely her injunctions 
should be Uterally fulfilled." 
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íxáotm the Earl how faithful and trusly a 
servant he possesses in me; and teach him, 
too, rightly to valué my worth. I wiU 
take upon myself the re^onábility of or- 
dering the interment of his beauteous vic* 
tim. The noble guests, alarmed at the 
intelligence of her illness, are flying írom ^ 
these suppo8ed infe¿tious walls. Let a 
grave» thea^be prepared ; and with maimed 
and hurríed lítes let* us ínter all that re- 
mains of this most lovely, most injnred 
lady, before the blackening limbs and 
didtorted features tdl a tale to the world» 
whtch we cannot giónsay/' 

Hius left with her unconscious lady^ 
Beatrice called on her coadjntor, Sir 
Hilary, to assist in compassing her designa. 
The príest sealed the usual entrance into 
the apartment, and placed a crucifíx before 
it, requesting the prayers of all pious 
christians ibr the deceased. The prívate 
door through the chamberlain's room 



( «5» ) 

^ould, they thought, be safely intrusted 

to the care of Holland, wbose vigílance 

to prevent intruders might be etimulatod 

by his fears Jbr his master. Duríiig bis 

short abseace, the con^iratofs f emoYcd^ 

the Countess to the apartment of her pby« 

sícian, i^hile one of the wascea figuro» 

tisuaüily carried in processícm, vas placed 

in her bed, dressed in similar attir^ & 

sear-cloth laid on its face, and \vw 

tapers lighted round it. AU bdng tba& 

arranged, HoUand was informed, tbat the 

rapkl change in the corpoe was demoQH 

strative of his master^a críme» *' Tho 

world cannot save him/' said Sir HUary^ 

** if the body is seen. Whatíoul conatrac^ 

tion will slander put on the unbappy lady^ 

who, it wiU be said, provok^ thi$ cruelty 

by some unpardonable criine« In< charity 

to the dead, and mercy to the Uvingí 

instantly cióse the silent door of deatb^ 

and preserve one parent to the illustriou» 

orphan." 

H 4 



( ^5^ ) 

Under a velvet pall, followed by a long 
train of sincere mourners, the ceremony 
of a mock funeral was bestowed on a 
muffled image, while the living Countess 
«ras removed by Surrey's agents through a 
prívate postem, by which the apartment 
communicated with the river Stour. 
Here a boat had been previously moored to 
iurther the original plan, under a con- 
viction^ that when Alicia awoke to a sense 
of hér dishonour, she would be compelled 
to ^elter her lost fame under the protec- 
tíon of her seducer ; and this boat was to 
convey her to tlie galley that lay in 
Christ-church roads, smce it had brought 
Surrey from Sandal castle. 

While all was hurried apprehension 
and ágonizing distress at Canford ; while 
love, suspicious crait, and slander told 
different tales, the unconsdous object of 
80 many fears and woes, wrapped in^ the 
arms of " Death's twin-brother, Sleep/' 
was silently conveyed from all she loved. 
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The vessel had just stood out to sea, 
wh^ the operatíon of tbe potion ceasing, 
the sensitive powers of Alicia were re< 
stored* So déeply had her mind been im- 
pressed with a conviction of her real . de- 
mise, that the fírst exercise of renovated 
thought was a persuasión, that she awoke 
in a new state of existence. She felt a 
gentle motion, and heard an undulating 
sound. Was it the sail-broad vans of her 
attendant spirit ? and was he her gentle 
guardián, a white-robed inmate of para-, 
dise, or a terrible avenger, sent from the 
court of the evil one, to carry her tó: 
diose doloroüs regions ? With añ awe. 
inconceivable to those who have not at> 
some time of their Uves believed them- 
selves " to be absent firom the body,** she. 
feared to open her eyes, to discover the 
unchangeable certainty of her doom. She 
dasped her hands in humble solicitatioji. 
AU human desires were then dead in her. 
bosom; all that vanity or pleasure had, 

H 5 
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o&ce imprínted on her imagination had 
feded awaíy ; even the holier affections odf 
the heart w^re suspaided. She remem- 
bered herself only as an immortal being ; 
she implored nothing but admission, if 
to the tówest courts of heaven, where she 
Éfi%ht gain a distant glimpse of the glory^ 
of saints and martyrs. 

While she was thus entranced in sa- 
cred meditarion, she heard a human voife 
say, " She is recovering !** These words 
Hiipressed the certaínty, or should we 
rather say the fear, that she was indeed 
sdive. Her joy that the day of grace was 
0Ot pa6$ed, was counterbal^nced by a sad 
conviction, that she musj again encounter 
temptations, to which her strength had 
okea proved unequal ; to triáis, to sor- - 
i^ws, greater perhaps than any she had 
hkherto known. " Alas!'* thought she, 
^''I hoped that I had anchored ín the 
haven of mercy, and I am still tossing on 
Ae waves of this uncertain world.'* 
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Yet where was she now? Stretched on a 
small pailet, ciosed round with curtains : 
— these she drew aside, and perceived 
herself in a dark room, with an aged 
beldame standing by her. Nothing wa8 
familiar to her recoUection. From an 
apertura in the cabin, she caught a vievf 
of the ocean ; and inquired, tremblíng; 
after her lord. '* We are going to bear 
you to him, sweet lady/' said the cid 
woman ; *' and a most good and gracíous 
lord he is, well worthy the love of aH 
empress/* " I do not recoUect you í!i 
the houshold," cried Alicia; " but 
most willingly do I join in the praisesi>f 
my lord ; where is he ?'* " Not in the 
galley with us/* returned the stranger, 
** but he will meet you at your landing.'^ 
Alicia asked where they should land* 
** Near a fine castle in Yorkshire, lovely* 
iady/* replied her companion ; ** there 
shall you reign and revel like a queen.'** 
The Countess .concluded she meant Pon-* 
tefract* " *TÍ6 kind in himto remove me 
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from Oanford»'* said she, ^^ for tfaat 
place will ever recall painful images ; but 
I never wish to reign or revel more.** 

She no w felt extremely disordered ; her 
mind ivas a chaos of alarm and doubt ; 
her bodf enfeebled by the violent anguidi 
fihe had endured, and weakened by the 
operatíon of the potion. She wished to 
make a thousand inquines ; but her com- 
pamion, vulgar, ignorant and yet crafiy, 
would only tell her that she had been 
committed to her care as she lay in a 
trance, and that she was taking her to her 
lord. How that trance was causad ; the 
means by which it had been interrupted; 
whether her lord intended her deatb; and, 
now he found his purpose defeated 
doomed her to a life of lingering misery, 
— were all doubts she durst not directly 
suggest, and respectíng which her attend- 
ant seemed incapable of giving her any 
satisíaction. The woman was íluent only 
OB ene snbject, and that was indiscrí» 
mínate flattery, of which the once silver 
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sound now grated discord on her ear» 
** How,** thought Alicia, " can she pre^ 
teixd so to love and admire me, for I know 
her not ? Hów can she be in such raptures 
\víth my beauty, when, palé, exhausted, 
languishing, alike disordered in mind and . 
body, I start at the haggard visage reflected 
by that mirror ?'* She tried to repose, but 
care banished sleep* Restoradve nutri- 
ixtent was presented, but she recoilected 
the dreadful cup, and feared to taste, 
"While tears ran silently down her cheeks, 
she tried to ruminate on all that had 
passed, but her memory was dim and in- 
distinct ; every idea was confused, except 
the image of her young son, as they bore 
him from her bed, screamíng to be re- 
stored toher bosom, andstretchingtowards 
her his little arms, while hers wanted 
power to detain him ; and that of her lord 
sitting under the canopy, palé, stern, 
wounded, dressed indeed in his nuptual 
attire, as if to reproach her for her brokei^ 
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vows, büt without the tenderness of a 
lover or the protecting care of a husband, 
In thís distress of remembered anguish 
and anticipated woes, she had but one 
consolation. Ainong the oíd woman's dís- 
gustíng raptures at having the honour of 
taking care of the loveliest, sweetest, best 
creature that ever her eyes beheld, she 
intermingled the praises of her lord, which 
Alicia, to whose troubled thoughts only 
one lord was ever present, applied to her 
Lancaster. As her intellects brigh tened, 
she recollected his parting words, his 
advising her to persevere in her pious reso- 
lutions, his assurance that they should 
again meet in peace. He took her hand, 
too, in sign of amity ; happy hand ! she 
pressed it to her own lips, she laid it on 
her bosom, and thought it v^armed and 
cherished her cold heavy heart. Her lord 
never deceived her in words or actions. 
He must have forgiven her; he never 
could have intended her death ; or if he 
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had, since k was plain her béhavíour had 
softened bim, he never would reitérate 
the direful act, at whose failure this 
renewai of aflFection told her he would 
rejoice. Why carry her over the sea, íf he 
designed her destruction ? She would now 
venture to take some food, since Lancas-' 
ter could not design it should be her 
bañe ; her tears now flowed fester ; but 
they were no longer the silent uninter- 
rupted stream of bitter despaír, but a 
lively gush of rapturous hope. Another 
comfortable reflection shot into her mind, 
When she believed herself dying, the 
pious almoner whispered to her some- 
thing ; her faculties were too far gone to 
understand him 5 butsurely he combined 
the words lo ve and Lancaster. Oh, insup-' 
portable self-reproach, that they should 
erer have been divided ! The refreshments 
lay untouched before her, while, as her 
eye gazed upon them, her self-reproach- 
ing thoughts brought to her memory íhe 
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luxuripus indulgences by which she had 
provoked and alienated her husbandV 
heart. 

Wbile she thus meditated» her attendant 
recalled her thbughts. " What, lovelíest 
of the lovely, shall I ^y to my lord whea 
he fínds you have been thus gríeving and 
killíng yourself by inches? Such kiod 
care as he wishes to take of you!'* 
^* Dost; thou think/* said the Countess, 
*' he realíy wishes me to Uve, and loves 
me well enougji to forgive me ?" " By 
my latchet/* said the beldame, "sure 
your sweet ladyship must be distraught to 
make a doubt about it ; why, he loves 
the very ground you walk upon. Never 
did man so doat on any woman. If you ^ 
did but know hovtr he once pined and 
sighed about you ! We thought he would 
have killed himself with his o'wn sword, 
he did so stamp and rave, and tear hand- 
fuis of hair off his head. But now you 
are well again, and going to him to be 
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his.own dear wife for ever and ever, we 
shall all see happy days." 

** It is very strange/* thought Alicia, 
** I should not know a woman who thus 
bcasts to be admitted to my lord*s pri* 
vacies. I will in future have more inter- 
coursé vfith my inferiors, at least I will 
know every inmate ín my castle, and at- 
tend to their conduct and their interests, 
instead of bestowing my whole time on 
my sports. The description she gives of 
my lord is erroneous ; but without intend- 
ing a iable, ignorance assigns its own 
manners to those whose delicate expres- 
sions of feeling ít cannot correctly de» 
scribe." 

The winds were fevourable, and a safe 
and rapid voyage brought Alicia to the 
mouth of the Humber. So far her com- 
panion had spoken correctly ; and another 
day, she trusted, would lodge her at the 
castle, where she would be met by her 
own true lord and husband. That lord 
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and husband must be Lancasterj that 
castle, therefore, was Pontefract. The 
first interview would be a soul-searching 
one ; she would arm herself for it with 
fortitude ; and, to give to her bodily or- 
gans that tensión which greatly assists the 
operations of the mind, she requíred to 
be led upon deck, that the bracing air of 
the sea might still the tremors of her pal- 
pitating heart. She seated herself in tbe 
stem gallery, and, for a while, traii* 
quillized her thoughts by Tiewing (he 
well-remembered scenery which she had 
frequently beheld, when, while a bappy 
and beloved child^ she accompanied her 
father from castle to castle, and witnessed 
the delight his presence ever diffused over 
an attached and smiling tenantry, whose 
history and welfare were as ÍBmiiiar and 
as dear to hím as his own. This duty she 
had neglected, and had denied herself the 
feflected happiness with which k was at'^ 
tended. The contrast between her pre- 
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sent forlorn, unnoticed entrance into this 
broad estuary, and the pomp of her for- 
mer vi^ts, when the beacons blazed at 
the approach of De Lacy's houshold, and 
the banks were lined with accumulatiftg 
spectators, affbrded her a serious lesson. 
Having fuUy tríed the unsatisfactoriness 
and satíety of amusements, and the bitter 
recollectioas which arise from merely 
selfish indulgences, she resolved hereafter 
to seek for real pleasure by promoting the 
good (^ others. 

With eyes dimmed with tears of tén- 
der regret and* contrition for that kind 
father who$e death*bed she had forsaken, 
that mother whose woes she had neglected, 
and those mispent years, the retrospect of 
which was so painful, she proposed to be- 
gin the practice of affability and benevo- 
lence, by forming an acquaintance with 
the rowers, to whose skill and labour she 
was indebted for safety. With these 
she would converse, learn their history» 
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and try if she could do tbetn good. 
She looked on the man nearést to her. 
Gracious heaven ! the badge on his arm 
was not the red rose of Lancaster, but 
the wyvern of Warren. She shríeked^ 
and probably might have plunged into 
the sea in her ñrst agony, had not her 
frame s'unk under the dreadful shock» 
Convulsive faintings, interrupted by the 
bitter wailings of despaír» marked the 
rest of her journey, and Sandal castle 
opened its gátes to receive what almosl 
seemed an inanimate corpse. 

Surrey was already at that resídence, 
impatiently waitíng for his long-destmed 
victim. He had discovered Lancaster's 
return to Canford, previous to its being 
known to Beatrice ; and judging his plot. 
must be frustrated for the presmt, 
thought it might be resumed with iairer 
prospect of success, if he left the castle 
immediately. This he did» therefore, 
before Beatrice could ínform him that his 
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rival had unconsciously ministered to his 
success ; and tbe necessíty of speed in 
removing Alícia's person left him no alter- 
natíve but to basten across the kingdom, 
and prepare Sandal for her reception. 

For some time the ravisher's plans were 
suspended by the dangerous state of the 
lady, whose life or reason, his physician 
assured him, would be endangered by any 
fresh alarm. Surrey's love was a mix- 
ture of appetite and avarice : happily for 
Alicia, the latter passion so controled 
his irregular desires, that he let *' I daré 
not wait upon I would, like the poor 
cat i* the adage.'* Consent was necessary 
to secure her three earldqms to himself ; 
and he argued that surely the tender 
yielding affectíons of a young, susceptible 
and much-injured beauty, might easily be 
inflamed against a husband, who had 
made an attempt u^on her Ufe. She 
might henee be led to favour a lover, 
who had rescued her from that husband*s 
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power, especially as he oppo^ed all her 
>vi^es, and denounced her habits aod 
inclinations, and as that lover's moda of 
Ufe was similar to her own. If in such 
circumstances, place, opportunity, influ- 
ence, all conspiring,sbe resisted the sophis- 
try which sought to persuade her that 
there was neither shame ñor guilt attached 
to the breach of her nuptial oadi, and the 
tenewal of her juvenile contract, Penelope, 
Lucretia, AIceste,allthefaithful heroines pf 
antient fable, and all the chaste Eleanoras 
and MatildasEnglish history boasted, tnust 
sink into shade before that wondrous 
paragon of constancy^ Alicia de Lacy. 

As soon as she was judged sufficiently 
convalescent to bear an interview, Eubulo 
le Strange was sent to request his lor4 
migbt be admitted. Surrey selected faim 
from his esquires, because of his intjimacy 
with Alicia in early life, when he was her 
page, and the organ through whom she 
received the occasional greetings of her 
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contracted spouse. His appearance now 
recalled agonizing recollections of the 
past, and fearful anticip^tions of the future. 
The death of her young brother, ascribed 
to his villainy and Surrey's ambition, the 
song of the oíd harper, disclosing the 
catastrophe of Emma Audley's sons, the 
horror and disgust which that narrative 
inspirad, her refusal to fulñi her contracta 
her subsequent choice, and the events of 
her married Ufe, down to her last separa.- 
tion from her lord, passed in review be- 
fore her, as her languishing head rested 
OQ her arms; and her eye$ fixed on 
Eubulo, almost wishing that the brother's 
afisassin (if such he were) might be come 
to raeasure out the sister's grave. 

" No," thought she to herself, "I am re- 
served for a fate infínitely more dreadful. 
The earldoms for which one of De Lacy's 
children, perhaps, was sacrifíced, must be 
conveyed by the other to this monster of 
lust and cruelty, who presumptuously 
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dares to cali me his wife; and 'tis for thís 
I am reserved. Yet whom can I blame 
SO much as my own folly ? Had I not an 
honourable protector, in defiance of whose 
will I cálled the vilé nían I once re- 
jected, to mycastle; and, as my Lancaster 
too justly reproached me, honoured him 
as I would a knight of untainted iame ; 
sufferíng a little specious elegance, the 
shewy qualities of address and «gallantry^ 
to cover a surcoat spotted with iníanticide, 
díshonoured by fraud and sensuálity, and *. 
perhaps appendant to youtig tVjlliam's 
shroud ? Had I forgot my, mother*s abju* 
ration of the world, and the curse extorled 
from her by bitter despair ; or the deep 
but smothered groans of my most kind 
father ? Surely this alienated hand ab- 
jured its race, when given to Surrey as 
the pledge of fríendship ! of iriendship, 
such as triflers feel, — of light indecoroiis 
dalliance. ^ My lord thought of all this 
whén he handed to me the cup of bitter 
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reñiembrance^ He haaded itta me^ but 
Surrey's advócate, my flattering, fahhless 
cohfídant, drugged the bowl,^ or Iio^^r 
carne I in this castle ? Lancaster would 
not plot his own dishonour ; he Meant but 
to chastize my follies.** 

Musing on these awful, my^terious incí- 
dents, she now recollected, that an amo- 
roiis intercourse once subsisted between 
Beatrice and Eubulo. This man, there- 
ibre, in all probd)iIity, not only knew 
those circumstances of her own history, 
\vhich were concealed from herself j but 
ako the present state of her son and her 
hüsband. - From what an insupportable 
load of anguish would her heart be re- 
lieved, could she unlock the secreta con- 
tained in his bosom ! Kingdoms would 
be cheaply give|i ; and she knew that he 
vas venal, having often bribed hini 
vfhen a boy, to let her ridé her brother's 
palfrey, or hawk with the state falcon, 
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%c^t for the Gomitess. Alas! she faad 

^Bofhiflg tiow wherewíth to tempt Iris 

'ícupidity j nothing but the ring Ifér 

-Lancaster first gave her, suid could ^e 

part ^th what. was her best 'monitjor 

and dearest consolation ? Büt fortune 

'wáí prorerbially mutable, and the fore- 

sight óf fhe avaricious niakefi them gene- 

rally endeavour to secure a friénd, whiéh- 

éver way the goddess turns her wheel. 

^«rhape, by a shew of kindaess, by afefct- 

téd <:onfidence, by protaises of futura 

^vour, she migbt seduee Eubulo to her 

r 

«de ■; át least tvork on his feelmglBs to let 
%ér Taipw if her child recovered firom íris 
•«gony, when torn from her arms, and 
iiow lier' lord behaved when he íbund Isa 
removed from Canford. These. aaád a 
íthousand other partictílars, she níight 
tempt him to disclose, even if he could 
hót be persuaded to assist her in recovcr- 
ing her liberty. 
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As Eubulo 6tood gazing Qn the pajc^ 

|t$tkss melanchóly of the.gc^t De lácy'f 

fRvi^ 4aughter, tear$ of píty dimmei 

fais eyes ; ^n4 be almost forgot bis Iqrd's 

iii^sage, which was to inquire after ha: 

he^Uh, and to know by what means he 

c<Hild i?o^ke bis castle a grateful resi* 

dence. Alicia sbuddered at Surrey's 

naine, but affected kiiidness for Eubulo, 

7he cQQversatioirtui^ed on their youtbful 

a4veniures, suid sóbn led to the moum* 

ful enfeut which preceded bis fiight from 

. Denbigb castle. His tears copbusly 

* mmgled with the lady's, which, as tbey 

flOiwed for ber brother's death, expressed 

. her envy at bis peaceful sepultura. The 

. .^eodbiljty and candour of Alicia were 

soqh Í3;iduqed to believe that the account 

. whkh he gave of that accideat was real, 

and ^ remembered fhat wheo, in tfa^ 

warm ebullition of yputfaju] feeliug, more 

apt to lopk at an event, than to uoravel 
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its cause, she echoed hef mother's eze- 
. crations on Surrey, her father, though he 
loatheid and abjured that nobleman for 
his former crime, gave full credit to every 
circumstance which establíshed the fact 
that accidemt, not design, precipítated his 
heir into a watery grave. But whén^ 
from the vindicatían of himself and his 
master from this foul charge; Bubold 
proceeded to Surrey's praises, aversión, 
returned in full forcé, ánd she bade the 
specious esquire tell the recreant knight 
to avoid her presence, till he was ready tó 
atone for the foul perjury, by which hé 
had forfeited his spurs, and defaced - his 
escütcheon, ^ The sworn protector,** 
said she, ** of chaste and helpless women 
has, by some base unravélled fraud, Qi- 
snared ^ noble dame, whom he keeps 
captivé, sécreted from her nearést añd 
dearest ties in his castle. Let hiiñ in^ 
stántly restore me to fre^adom, or the cer- 
^ainty of his having committed one crime. 
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will justiiy the presqmptioa that h? was 
guilty of another," 

Surrey sent Alicia a suppU^atory roes- 
sag^y craving to see her, that he might 
acknowledge and repair his fault. A 
prisoner had no alternative, V9hcn thus in- 
treated by him who was the arbiter of 
her fate. She pássed the préceding night, 
imploring the protectíon of heaven ; and 
vhen the moming shone, allowed Sur- 
rey's visit* Never was temper at first 
more soothing. If his words alone were 
be to regarded) he was not only the most 
£uthful of loyers, but. also a hero and a 
mat. But his night-debauches and iicen- 
tious habits had fíxed a character on his 
countenance, which contradicted every 
plausible assertion. Yet, had that coun- 
t^enance worn the purity of a cherub, or 
had a seraph's tongue endeavoured to con- 
ciliate Alicia in the point that he aimed to- 
establish, the celestial orators would have 
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looked wá pléaded in vain; foritwa;^ 
not only that he was worthy, but thát 
Lancaster was undeserving. 

He urged with energy his prior claím ; 
the generosity with which he hád sur* 
rendered his ríghts, and had kft her ffeé 
tó reject or to choose ; the despair ¥t4udli' 
he felt at seemg this confidence in het- 
favour frustrated by the influence of one 
tó whose cold imaginaüón and torjnd' 
afiection, love was less intéresting thaa á 
Ipñg légend, and beauty not sa valüaUéasí 
i mouldy relie. He saw her with aúgui^ 
the wife of a man, who, alternately Ae 
dupe of ambition and bigotry, now- Idk 
Ker, that he m%bt rebel against his King, 
Zúa then torment his body by pacuig at 
midnight the ffinty aisle of some miraclév 
breedbg chape!. Was this a brídégroonv 
wtordiy a lády*$ love, who, balancíng be- 
tween the dormitory of the mo^k wd 
die nuptial chamber, heátated to enter 
the latter, till the títles and lands of 
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De Lacy and. the Long^pee$ added in 
perpetwty to his pwo, for med a Ioi>g 
avenue of estafes and bonours^. the eod 
of which termioaied in the thcone ?-fhis : 
reyal ktnsmaa's tbrone, a prize almostr as 
tempting to bim. now, as was the papai . 
tiasa. to his eariy ambition. To compasa 
ha& .tneasouSy he sought popuhuríty and. 
amassed rtches» . Her liberal spirk had 
¿Sdsiunsed his hoards, by lívii^ in aiStyle. 
oí munificeQoe worthy her fairth» Thir 
was her criine, and foc this a poisoaous 
potkm had heen.given her, which^bui 6>v . 
' t3» antitpde which. £utbfal loír^ mith>i . 
pating thtf. deed> had prqpared, had noüyb 
laid her Ufeless in her grave^ leaving; 
XdQcaster uncontrdled brd of her ia- 
heritance» either tó parchase, a sceptre or; 
a saintship^ whichever way die temper: 
of ihe times directed his dark subtlel 
ambition* 

The bursting heart of Alicia throbbjed' 
to silence the defamer, but he had toucheid^ 
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á theme on ix^hich she knew nof how tú 
speak. The mystericus cup, — - how didi 
Surrey know that circumstance, since no 
one was prcsent but herself and Lancas* 
ter? Had her lord disclosed it to aajr 
but Leicester, aad bis confeseor ? Could 
tbey* have been faíthless to thck trust i 
Surdy^ duri^^g the period pf supe&ded 
récollectioo, her lips had ikot revealed to 
tbe^ TÜe hag whom she found in her 
cabiii^ a secret which placed the Ufe and 
fame of Lancaster in l^urrey's power. 
Even if she had, her tale must have been 
incoherente and combined with the wan- 
dering^s of brain^sick fáncy. Assuming 
ttkatauthority, which in thedaysof chivalry 
evaí the most dissolute and tyranntcal 
allowed to virtuous beauty, she stemly 
asked Surrey, where would bis fabulous. 
invention stq>. ^.^ Cannot you as well say 
my lord went his pilgrimage to purchase 
a; plenary indulgence for intemperance, 
lost, and cruelty, as cbarge his puré 
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md loyal character with tréason añd 
morder \ •«Bethink yourself of the oatb, 
which you took on the day when the 
sword of knighthood was put into your 
bandS) to defend the cross and the crovn. 
Tou then not enly abjured all anseemly 
bdmviour yourselfy but promis^d iratemal' 
respect for jhe reputation óf the order 
into which you were admitted. This^ 
t^e of poitone and antidotes, invented tor 
CMjceal .tbe (to me) inscrutable means by 
whÍ€h I have been brought into your 
castk, may astound credulous gossips at 
a . wassailingy but will never shake the 
honóur. of a wedded lady, whose Überty 
you h^tve uíüawfully abrídged, and now 
aoek tP impugn the .honour of her nK>st 
4^ar and noble lord/' - 

" Are you," retiumed Surrey, " pre- 
pajred to deny that Lancaster compelled 
yOu to drain a cup drugged with mortal 
p<^n,'and to confirm this denial by tak-^. 
ing ihe- conaecrated wafer, staking your 
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saühratioQ in proof that I faaure shuideMd 
iám whpm you cail yoor most dear aod 
noble loíd V' 

Alicia iaoltered; and evaded a dkeet 
tefiff hy saying her being now alive &^ 
pfoved the accusatioa. ^* Tout bcíng 
Aow aUvé/' answered he» smilmgy ^^ pro^^M 
the unfemitting care of fiothfcil, imre^ 
quited love« Of this cásele» lovely lady^ 
jou shall re^ qiieen ; '» the foitrera 
of secuiity, ás vell as the bower of blisa; 
Here it shall be my first care to gmtá 
JOU i for beyónd they bounds the nia>> 
nuding Scoi and the destroying oudaw 
nvage and. murder with nnreñsted ftny. 
Within its.waUa the mingkd joys of lore, 
vine and mirth» of ' music» ^ft and 
^>lendor, will daily spread for you a 
aeyer. wearying varíety of delights. Tum 
itot away your loathing eyes j the masWr 
of the mansión most for a white be ab^ 
sent; a sacred duty, the unaliéoable 
daims of justice, will cadl him to Kiiig 

lo 
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Eidward's coart, tbere to aecose cruelty, 
and uomask hypocrisy/' 

Alicia understood this threat was pointed 
ac die life aad honour of Laii«»iter;; She 
protested to áurrey, ihat she woidd meet 
htt» there, unmask fais inachinadons,^aiid 
frasmte hts maltce. '^ Yes,'* said be^ 
^ whenthe.fairíesseñd yoo apr^ait of 
wings to lift you over these battlemente ; 
iSl tben, the Countess of Lancastér U«g 
buried in Witnbom minster, aod cannbt 
ceafront the wimesses who sáw her ¿xiok, 
the poxsoú^ ix>wl; hut Aliciade Lacy 
üres^ yoting^ lovely, and at last oonsene* 
mg, and her abode is weil-defended Saa- 
dat, dll she yieldsto reward her faóthfiíl 
Sorreywith weakb^ power and bve*** ' 

^^Mercy!" said Alicia^ smkittg: upen 
her;knee$, and Uíúag her claspdd) hmátfi 
Sttrrey instantly > raked • her j and asked - if 
éhe had once foimd that posture so iri?e« 
sbtibly persuastve. He si;inore he was nút 
vgada o£ marble, and that she must ao 
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looger tFifle mAúí tbe pas^n her charms 
inspired. What 'torrors, trembling peni-: 
t&aty then fíUed tfay bosom ! On tbis 
üde dishimóur ; on that, death to thy . 
lord. .The grave, índeed, might hide thee 
frpm the forjcoer, and self-destruction 
ha3 xnany ever-open doors; but woüld 
thy troubled spírit ever be permittéd to 
repass the gulph which separates tbe 
pr^^t from the future world, that.k; 
might ^and by the síde of Surrey wheiü 
he accttsed Lancaster ? ~ and might it say, 
the vretched wife, víhose supposed murr 
der brought her busband to disgrace, 
djed by her. own hands, to escape the 
lawless passion of htm who carne forward 
^ a$ her avenger ? Her loud shriek, her 
¡ovocation of the saints and angels^ 
brought to her aid, a man whose feelings 
were on the side of virtue. At the en* 
trance of Eubulo, Snrrey^ loosed bis prey, 
who secured herself in her inner cham- 
ber. ^^ My lord/' said Eubuló, detaining 
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the Earl from pursuing hcr ; ^^ you sent 
me, a child, to the castle of the Earl of 
Lincoln, tobe trained by him ín the ex* 
ercise of arms. The fírst rules I learned, 
were never to offer violence to a womw, 
and to protect the unfortunate; I have 
served you faithfuUy ; I will stillendeavour, 
to the utmost of my abilities, to give you 
lawful possession of your contracted wife; 
but the sword, which I received from the 
good De Lacy, must be tom from my. 
grasp, and sheathed in my heart, ere you 
shall forcé his daughter, ' and I allow the 
outirage." 

^* Peace, fool,** said Surrey j " 'twaa 
but a feint of coyness ; the lady soitens^ 
and I shall soon be blest/' ^^ Peace and 
joy to your nuptíals/' answered Eubulo ; 
*^ but till the holy cfaurch gives you her 
ble$síng, the lady's honour and your m- 
terest alike require that I should lodge at 
the, door of her chamber." • 

This last hint conveyed to Surrey a 
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lei^oof more ¡otiimdatíBg tban the sli^t 
femí of Eubulo, or the sword he faeld ir 
his hand« ^' Ithank theefor thy discretíon/' 
rq^ed he ; ^^ her bewitching beauty, as 
abe sobbed and tremUed at my feet, made 
me forget, that whatever alienates 'her 
will, confírms the claitn of the hated 
nvHy who robbed me of the richest in- 
herítance as well as the loyelieet woman 
Ei^land contains/' ^ Permit me/' said 
Eubulo, '< to be her page* I will per¿ 
suade her to confide in your honour, by 
saying that, to allay her fears^ you ba^e 
authorized me to guard her, even froni 
yourself ; a master in the sdence of love 
cumot need instructioBs £rom his humble 
•s^ire, or I should say, if the lady 
couId.be prevailed upon to lea^e ber 
loaely chamber, and JQin our gay ban* 
qUefings, the sprightiy converse and dis* 
pdrtings of those lovely dancers, who 
make Sandal castle the paradise tbey 
find itf will probably soon dríve from her 
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tfaEoughts all weak regréts ibr the sterii 
floelandioly Lancaster ; cbasdty and con« 
stáncy look magnanimous in solitude, 
wfaezi the soul, conscioos of its own 
itííengthi preferí the stemest triáis to the 
omimísáon of the kast fault ; butthough 
a^rock of ice caimot be broken by an iroa 
mace, 'tis melted by a sun-beam.'' 

This plan was adopted : a knowledge 
df Alida^s character persuaded Surrey 
that it would be 8uccefisful : he boand 
himself f o behave with the most guarded 
í>e9pect, and Eabulo was appointed to be 
her faithful esquire. Every gratificatioii 
was now allowed her^ except that of 
going beyond the walis of the CBStlt ^ and 
Surrey also tranqiáilised her connubial 
torrorS) by promising^ ñor to take aoy 
measures agaínst the Earl of Lancaster» 
Consoled by this mirigation of the pecu«> 
Kar horrors of her fute, which now seemed 
so^ended, waitmg the chance of better 
^mes^ Alicia endeavoured to summon 
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her fortitude, and to affect a tranquilCty 
she could not feel. Aware how- daii^ 
gerous it was to provoke a nuan, wfaose 
passions were'\)nly restrained by the es^ 
pectaticm that they would be fully aad. 
villingly gratifíed» sbe tried to soothe 
Surrey by those compliances which indi-*, 
cated dawníng confídence, pr rather sub*^ 
dued abhorrence. Next to her owa 
freedom, her fírst wish was to obtainL 
some tiding3 of her husband and child,.. 
but the gay courteóus Surrey was pitikss 
to the sor rows and deaf to the solicitations 
of virtuous affection. To every word that 
glanced at such an inquiry, his answer waa 
stemaiKl uníform» while hiseyesaltemately 
shot fiery and amorous glances. ^^ Lady». 
you died the wife of Lancaster, but yon 
returned lo Ufe the betrothed of Surrey.'' 
Once, in the hope that some informa* 
tion might be obtained when the circling 
bowl had laid caution asleep, Alicia ven- 
tured ineo the banqueting-room, attended 
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bj Eubulo, and reiying on his proteétion ; 
but the scene excited unextinguishable 
disgusta and the visit was never repeated» 
She had a^ociated with the gay and dissU 
pated) perhaps with' the secretly dissolute; 
but had -never before seen the openly 
profligate. The mask of manners was 
thrown aside,— the woraen were Baccha- 
nals ; the men were Satyrs. Surrey sat 
in the Earl'8 chair, under a carved 
canapy ; but no sign of innate nobility 
announced the master and protector. At 
once a tyrant and a debauchee, bis snite^ 
aUke servile and disorderly, trembled at 
his threats, and flattered his extravagance» 
Oh, how unlike the modest, températe 
Lancaster, the pious instructor, the gra» 
dous lord, the con^derate patrón ! How 
unlike, too, to that far inferior model 
of baronial dignity, this same Surrey, 
in the court of Isabella : gay, graceful, 
and elegant, unrivalled in address and 
equipage, first in every seemly sport, with 
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a soft whisper for a bdy's ear, and a 
witty retort for her alarmed husband» — 
sttdhi did this man seem when restrained 
by the decorous habite of sodety ; such 
was he in reality \ffhen withheid by no 
other curb than the voice of consdence, 
smd the eye of Omnisdence. 

" I thank thee. Lord Surrey/* tbought 
the Countess of Lancaster^ as sbe retumed 
to her diamber, terriñed and offbided. 
^^ Contrast quicken^ memory, añd coil^ 
finns fídeUty. O regretted daysí of peace, 
of calm leve, of mild iñstruction, of pi*^ 
greflsive improvement ! O state of happi* 
n^s, which with blind untháhfefufaiess I 
never truly valued tiU I lost ! Should it 
erer be restored !— Soverágn ProvidMce, 
I am in thine hand, and I submit tothy- 
decrees only : whatever is my portíon, 
make me worthy to be remembered stó?' 
the wife of Lancaster.'* 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

*^ 'Tl^ dangerous when the baser ntture comes 
Betueeii the pass and fell iiicensed potnts 
Of mightj oppoBÍtes. 

Shakespeare. 

TH^ sufierings and constancy of 
Alicia soon elevated the pity of 
Eubulo iiito active heroism* The virtue 
whkh prompted him to protect her £rom 
violence» now took a more determined 
cast^ aad made him resolve to emancípate 
her and himself from the power of a 
barón, who» alternately profuse and op- 
presñve, rendered service slavery, requir<^ 
ii^ passive obedience to the most arbitrary 
and wicked commands, and then giying 
up his agentS) without remorse or assist* 
anee, to suffer for having executed his 
purposes. Human nature ^' is a web of 
mingled yam/' perhaf» also the hope of 



( í88 ) 

being established in an easier and more 
honou rabie seryitude, might preoipitate 
the page's inteíition of assisting Alicia's 
flight from Sandal castte. 

In devoting himself to her service, he 
náturally intrusted to her ali he knew 
of her past ' misfortunes and present 
prospects ; but as he had not been ad- 
mitted into his lord's full conñdence, he 
could reveal little, except a confirmación 
of her suspicion, that Beatrice and Sit 
Hilary had been in the pay of Surrey, 
employed to corrupt her principies i and 
that she was removed from Canfora 
while utíder the power of an opiate, 
prepared by the former, while a mock' 
funeral was celebrated at Wimbom. Of 
her family he knew nothing ; but Alicia 
hoped soon to ascertain their situation. 
In vain did Eubulo intreat her for awhile 
to postpone all attempts to escape ; in 
vain did he describe the state' of the 
country, then overrun by the Scots, and 
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plundered hy bands cf outlaws, wbo 
werie composed of desperadoes, the refuse 
of both natíons. These had established 
themselves in the wilds and fastnesses of 
Richniondshire, and seized all that the 
fpreign enemy left. In vain did he in* 
fprm her that the powerful noblemen, 
Vfhose estates lay in the north, together 
with the clergy, to whom the sacrilegious 
eaemy paid no respect, and who were 
hopel^ss of as6Ístance from the King, had 
resolved to embody their vassals, and de^ 
fend thdr property, — an event which 
would cali Surrey from the castle, and 
that bis absence müst ñicilitáte their de* 
liverance. The Countess, from the mo- 
ment that, by gaining over Eubulo, she 
peroeived there was a probability of escap* 
ingy feared neither Scot ñor robber; a 
gpeater danger gave her coúrage to brave. 
plunderers, and patience to endure fatigue.* 
Delay might again expose her to insult, 
or oblige her to be profaned by the 
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fiodety her soul abhorred ; and she sd** 
lowed no further suspensión of her plan 
tiían wha^t was necessary to give Eubuio 
time to arrange its accomplishment. 

A horse-boy's dress was procured fox 
tfaie lady, who, at the sígnal of her com- 
panioo» descended ene night from her 
chamber, as soon as the sound of die 
orgies in the banquetkig-room had died 
inte silence. Tbey proceeded swiftly 
along a «ubterranean passage, which in 
the time of siege was used for the admis- 
sion of provisions. It opened beyond tbe 
drawbridge ; die full heams of the moon 
shone on the emergmg Aigitiyes, aad 
pointed to a spreading yew^ beneath whoee 
shade 3£ubulo had secured their horse& He 
had just extinguished bis torch^aad AUcia 
was littering her vows of gratitude for her 
deUyerance, when the same beams whiéh 
shewed them their horses, pointed out two 
men, muffled in cldaks, standing by their 
«ade. It took no time to discover if they 
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wece friends or enemies ; for the voice of 
Surréy, calling on his companion to sdze 
Eubulo, W3ís suíficiently explanatory. The 
steeds had been missed from üieir stalis, 
and the su^cious, watchful Earl easUy 
divined the rest. Eubulo retreated to 
protect the Countess ; but his career of 
TÍrtuGus enterprize was speedfly deter- 
míned by the arm of Surrey. " Thy 
chivalry," said he, " deserves distinction, 
and my sword shall bestow it, by dubbhig 
thee a bañneret, on thy fírst íield, with 
bloody institution. I say not, ríse up; hvnt 
lie there, Sir Eubulo, thou dooble traitor; 
and may thy unburíed carease last long 
enough to wam thy fellow-slaves how 
they provoke thar generóos bnt vindic- 
tive lord, till the stones of execration^ 
dirown by the passing traveller, pile th^ 
a fit monument,*' Then, tummg to the 
lady,— *« Fear not, sweet runagate/* said 
he;, *' no stem reproof shall abash tl)y 
nK)des;t conciousness ; thou ai?t still in the 
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care of fríends : clasp thy bands, lovely 
cae, but let it be in transport that thdü 
hast a knight of prowess for thy swom 
protector. The feeble boy, who withered 
at/my touch, wanted nerve to defend thee 
against the moss-troopíng- Scot, or the 
more ferocious banditti which ravage our 
valleys/* 

Alicia knelt by the side of the dying 
Eubulo. She had often petulañtly izb- 
voked death ; even the disappointment of 
a favouríte scheme of aoiusement, or tbose 
slight rebuffs which the prosperous fre* 
qi^ently encoumer, had (while indulgence 
made her froward)induced her to quarrel 
with the worid, and desire to exchange 
it for a better, the picture of which^ 
dra^ni wi^h the unskilful haste of spleep, 
pre^ented a región where disappoint* 
ment never entered, instead of the place 
where irregular desires are proscríbed; 
How was it that in her present desperate 
condition she did not snatch the rapier of 
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the page, and sheath it m her owñ bosotn? 
For the first time in her iiíe, she contení- 
plated the terrible reaiity^ which, while 
unseen, seemed but an expletive, a name^ 
a shadow, thought of as querulous cKiId« 
ren think of the nurse*s too often thréat- 
ened goblin» She i^ow beheid the dis* 
tortéd image and convulsive Iimbs of het 
last remaining friend, dying in heír cause. 
Regardless of Surrey's taunting insults, 
she hung over him in mute anguish, 
álmost fearing to breathe ; watching every 
change of his features, and only soUcitous 
to alleviate his pangs. The wound was 
in his chest, and the welling blood 
choaked afticulation» A severer throe 
succeeded ; his limbs darted out to tbeir 
full stretch ; she heard his last sigh ; and 
all was silent and motionless. Relieved 
from the contraction ^ angnish^ his 
featurcs' settled into the calm apathy of 
death, and their marbie hue seemed trans*^ 
ferred to those of fais sad Ibistress. 

YOL. llh K 
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. A train of seryants, summoned by thdr 

lord's bugle, ccnveyed the Countess baüc 

to the castle. There was an uare^sting 

stupor in her behariour, indicative of fixed 

despair. The physician again es;press^d 

apprehensions for her lifej and Surrey 

trembled, lest a delíverer^' impervious to 

his swordy should intervene, and rob him 

of his pr¡ze« He again cursed the un- 

bridled impetuosity of his own passions, 

which had deprived him of the advantages 

he supposed his forbearance and honour- 

able usage must have given him; he 

feared that he had clouded ' the dawn qf 

her affection with . abhorrénce at his 

cruelty. Why stab Eubnlo before her 

eyes? — the traitor might have been cut. off 

vithout her knowing how barons correct 

their vassals. The bigoted Lancaster 

doubtless called such a deed murdex* He 

had travelled through Spain, leaning on a 

pUgrim's staff> for having anticipated the 

slow course of justíp^; and when oieasureii 
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by such a standard, to stab a treacherous 
setvant was cruel. He acknowledged thé 
deed was impolitic; and a^ án atonemeiit 
for ihe alarm he had caused, he ordered 
the physician to assúre his patient that he 
wbuld npt intru(de upon her prívacy, till 
she permitt^ him the indulgence of an 
interview, Alicia silently bowed her 
head, in ackhowiegment of this respite 
from horror. " If," thought she, ** he 
awaits my summons, our meeting will be 
postponed till the great audit, where I 
must accuse him of many other crimes 
beside sbedding poor Eubulo's blood/' 

As that unfortunate youth had antici- 
pated, Surrey was in a few days sum<- 
moned from his castle by the sense of 
honour which taught the ferocious barón 
to risk his life in the preservation of that 
reputation which he daiiy compromised 
by a thousand acts of prívate violence. 
The dependants whom he punished and 
plundered^ should not bow their necks 
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to any otber tytant ; nár was it ñtting thae 
tbs potenc £arl Surrey dhould ¿ávide hÍB 
time betwe^i (he chase and tbe carouse 
vrbile all the north was in armsy and 
inbiik& and canons, leaving thdr monas- 
feries and chapters, ciad tbemsolfeS' ia 
iron-maU under theír wjbite sorplices^ d^^ 
tei^mined to protei;c the fruit of tbdr hmá^ 
ordie. 

, The a^ful appearance of death had now 
tanght Alitia the importance of life ; and 
the watsteful incursions of severe gñefand 
violent terror Jnduced her to fied every 
intermisáion as a blessing, and to cotrrt 
every r^laxation which drew her mind 
firom brooding on her distress. Corrupted 
by luxuriou^ habits, her taste once deepised 
simple pljeasures ; but now the-mehncboiy 
captíve found an ezquisite enjoyment iii 
opening her lattice to tasce the víolet- 
s|crated gale qf a spriag morning^ and to 
hall the* rising' sun vmb a.strasn úiat het 
miostrel^ u&ed to channt undér hear^bdwer 
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wtfidow, as sbe indolemly i>ep08ed.beneath 

hcr velvet caaopy. While teara of regret 

and self-accu8Btk)n intemapfted ber carol, 

fhe soundof the bugle and the tramplmg 

oí herses dreur her to the anticbamber 

iprhich commanded the court, and aiForded 

a distant viéw of the gate. $be perceived 

a troop of horsemea were assembled ; the 

baron's pennon Tras unfurled, and a statdy 

charger was ted ftom hk stall, hung wtth 

traj^sings, ready to receive hk master. 

üfer attendants implored' her to say, 

** God speed 1*' They. told her he was 

goingto take the fídd agiÉist Bruce, and 

^ke of a mitiíary array, which included 

all the northern counties. Alicia, Usten<- 

ing wkh soppres^ed impatience nrhile the 

damsds enumerafed the lords who were 

akeeidy ia arma, at length caught the 

long^unheard ñame of I^ancaster. This 

ñame was mentioned in a dispute betweeñ 

two of them, \9bo debated whether the 

£arl had himself taken the fíeld, or given 

K 3 



( »98 ) 

V 

his troops to be cómmanded by bis .btx^- 
ther Leicester. At this moment sbe i^e^ 
collected) tbat Surrey's precautions sup* 
pressin^ her nanie md rank, '. aliowed het 
onlj to be recognized in bis castle «aslt&e 
^trai^ger ladywhose cruelty made'théír 
lord uahappy. . She closed her veil to 
conceal her empiíons, and pressed Her 
hand to her heart. to stUl its palpitátícms^* 
vi^hile sbe listened in vatíi for iurther tidti^ 
JQgs ; but their conversadon was changed 
to another topic, and Alicia durst not re<^ 
vive the discussioii, lest she shoukl-bethty 
too strong an interest^ and prevent those 
futurecommunicationswhich chancemight 
aiFord. 

L.o8t m thought, she continiied uacon» 
scioüsly gazing on tbe assembled war* 
rioTs, when Surrey, whose presumptrom 
construed- her appearance as a proof of 
recqnciliation, rodé up to the window^ 
and) raising bis sword to the lattice, en«> 
treate4 she would drop on it her giove a& 
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ia inark of íavour to her chatnpioií, how 
going to rhastke the blood-thirsty, and 
rescue the oppressed. Audacious man ! 
the last time stíe saw that sword, it 
dijpped with the life-blood of the inno¿ 
cent Eubulo ; and did he talk of avenging 
murder, and restraining oppression ? — >• 
*^ What, not one ferewell !" continued 
Surrey, whom reiterated crimes prevented 
from considering why Alicia dirunk from 
the sight of the fatal weapon. ^* Not 
one bead dropped fdrmy safe réturn, 
ñor even for a mon^ent draw back that 
vál, and gladden thy soidier^s heart with 
a view of all the heaven to which he 
aspires !" 

«While theEarlspoke, a trumpet sounded, 
and a pursuivant appeared at the gate bear« 
ing a banner. It was plain he carne with 
firiendly greeting from some barón en- 
gaged in the common cause, whose host 
was passing oveY the Warren demesne; 
Indtgnant at Surrey's address, Alicia had 
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(pmed from the window, and thqs iost aa 
ppportwity of c^cbHng tlie ñame of the 
leader. Might it mt be La^caster ? fíer 
yeil w^as tfarpw^ asíde, a£^ she ^gerly fluqg 
opal the Ifictice, and caught a glipipse of 
ihe surcoat and banno: ; but ere sbe could 
disfmgiuah tl^e device, her att^dants, on 
ft $rgn frotn her lord, hurried her back to 
the inner chamber. 

This ty^annical inteiruption soggested 
to Alicia an idea that her lord was near, 
perhaps «t that moment in the castk, the 
gifest of Surrey, the iinconscious intnate 
úf the wife jvhom he supposed was 
«hrouded in the minster-choir ; and, if so, 
t^ould hospitality, religión, or honour in- 
duce a^tnan, *^ steeped to the lipsin guilt,** 
to refrain from one more crime, which 
would giye imputiíty and effidency to all 
his pa^t, by promising to crown his guilty 
hopes with fniition. The more she rumi- 
Bated, the more probable did this appear ; 
and she anticipated the murder of her hu$* 



bánd till her breajthing became labbrícnw, 
9nd a death^like dew hung oniíer ttem* 
bfing límbs» She recoUected the time when 
the curse of Agatha produced a similar 
sensation. Are the imprecalions of tbe 
wkked registered ixi heaTen, to influence 
the course. of events ? Had: she atready 
süffered all the pangs a wife or a motber 
could endare, or might het prayers and 
tears avert the dreadful vengeance thac 
was still impending ? 

She passed the nighc a$ úi¿ had gene-' 
raliy spent her melancholy vigib since thd 
death of EubuIO) watchful and apprehen» 
sive, anticipating some fearful surpríze; 
tiU^ overeóme by wearínesS) she dropped 
into a disturbeds^umber. The ^ubject of 
her waking thoug^ bsmnted her repode«^ 
She fancied herself lying m a tomb, incsu- 
pable of motion, bit\ preserving cqb^ 
^ciousness» seeing the ^aulted loof oí the 
choir o ver her head^ and hearing thf la* 
meiitations of her child and her husbaná ^ 

^ 5 
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but shé wa$ v^ithout power to consolé 
them, or to tell them that Surrey had dug 
a gravé by ber side, into wbich they were 
goímg ta fitlL 

' She awoke, thrílled with. horror, and 

fancied she heard the clash of armóür. 

She stsirted from her pailet, wrapped her 

mahtle aro\md her, listened again, bnt ali 

tv08 stíU and tranquil as the lonely lamp 

wMch bumt by her bed. She reprobated 

, her long-indulgéd habit t>f treípulóus sus^ 

ceptibility^ ktssed her ring, and once niore 

tried to sleép. The form of Agatha- now 

stood over' ber, muttering those curses 

to which her recent tnisfortunes made 

&er^ attiibuCe an undeservéd importance*. 

Again abe sftirted; but nów the clash of; 

bostile weapons was unquestionable, int^«> 

mixed with loud shrieks and peáis of 

laughter. The upro^ carne nearer ; she 

heard it on the staírcase. Was Lancaster, 

otérpowered by numbers, retreating tb- 

!^€r to save his Ufe \ and did the angu¡$h: 



( «03 ) 

of a falling hero excite mirth among the 
fiends of Sandal ? ^^ He shall perish in 
xny arms !'' said sbe, throwing opea her 
doors in an agony of imagination, which 
defíed the exaggeration of reality, when 
she perceived her alarm proceeded from a 
yery different cause than the danger of 
her husband, or any murderous design; 
The wanton girls, whose behaviour to 
Surrey and his knights had so. disgusted 
her on the evening she appeared at the 
banquet, devoted the night to riotous re* 
velry, after the departure of their para^ 
mours. Flushed by inébriety, when other 
sports palled, they proceeded to the 
armoury, and equipped themselves gro* 
tesquely in military habiliments and wea^ 
poBS. One giddy head was weighed 
ilown by a morion j another tried to la£^ 
a target, while her arm bent beneath th^ 
load, Thus accoutered, they resolved to 
imitate the confiicts in which. their gal* 
Unts were gone to engage ; of cpurse the 
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Scots; were defeated, and the victoríow 
English pursued their ahrieldng aieiny 
up the staircase, mucing mik Ú\ár clang* 
ing armour those úioxits and peáis of 

merríment, which terrifíed the woe«-wom 

« 

Countess. 

The liotous bevy veré concemed for 
the alarm (hey had excited» and not a 
little apprehensive of thé puni$hment 
which they would receive, should their 
aovereign lady, whom they had been 9um* 
moned carefully to w^tch and hnmbly to 
serve, complain to their merqiless lord of 
their behaviour. la the moroing thev 
waited on her with a petition, that she 
woqld forgive them, aiid conceal their 
hvlu They also tendered to her theiir 
Services,' and requested that she wofild 
join in the amuseizients which th^ 9^^$^ 
chai had promised them during the Earl^s 
absence. That day was devoted to bunt* 
ing j it was Alicia's &vourite diversión. 
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tfaough 9S such it presentad no allure* 
ments, when granted as a prísoner's privir 
lege» and combined with such society, 
But as her mind was somewhat tranquil- 
Vtzed by the assurance that Surrey wa$ 
absent, and the hope that Lancaster was 
s^e ; so her never-slumberíng desire of 
escaping from her thraldom was quick- 
ened by thé suggestion, ihat it was most 
likely to succeed if attempted in his ab- 
^ence. It could not be acceleraCed by 
sitting weeping in her qhamber, it might 
be prometed by gaimng a knowledge of 
the exterior pf the castle, and the adjoin- 
mg Gountry. ShQ knew, at first she 
should be cbsély guardad ; but care might 
relax, especially if sh^ could bring her- 
self to afiect content and tranquillity. She 
wight meet with some parson froni whoii\ 
she could obtaia intelligence ; she would 
see whether any sanctuary was near, or 
¡a what direction Pontefract lay, At 
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least she should obtain an acquaintance 
with the exterior of her prison, and the 
situatíon of its various portáis. 

Influenced by these motives, the Count- 
ess signifíed her acquiescence, mounted a 
palfrey, and led her joypus attendants 
over the draw-bridge ; the terrors of the 
preceding night so agitated her frame, 
that she could hardly keep her seat, and 
the reins trembled in her hand ; but as the 
bracing galé blew in her face, her tremors 
diminished. ñow grateful and reviving 
was that genial breeze ! How exhilarating 
to one, whü for months had only seen the 
reflected rays of the son through the 
crevices of a grated lattice, to behold the 
glorious luminary enlightening a vade 
horizon of mingled hili and dale arid 
flood, all rejoicing in his lustre. The 
sereniíy of the sky seemed to soothe and 
warm her heavy heart, whén her at- 



tention was' excited by the yeomen whd 
marched oa each side her steed, stopping 



to add a stone to an already high tumulus. 
Had this action admitted a doubt, the wetl« 
rememberéd yew pointed its significancei 
and at the same time that it renewed her 
tearsfór the murdered Eubulo,*reminded 
her of the care Surrey had tak^n to im- 
prínt bis fate on the rainds of his bous* 
hold» and the consequent hopelessness 
of her engaging any one to assist her j 
after the awful waming which their stern 
lord had given, by the sacrifíce of his 
^Yourite esquire, on whose fate no one 
durst utter a remark, while, by a sig- 
nifican t action, they v^eie required to ex-^ 
cúlpate themsehres from his guilt. The 
glow which the moming air had diiFused 
over her face now died away to a morbid 
palene^s, and sorrow resumed its wonted 
tenement^ her heavy, throbbing, aching- 
heart. 

Her grief and fear only excited a stare 
of iinfeeling curiosity, or a contemptuous 
sneer, alike insulting to the cause and the 
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character of her woes. Tbe vomen 
crowded round her» .and taiked of theír 
bountiful, honcorable and indulgent lord. 
These were they who in the moming ex- 
pressed their convictíon, that if she com^ 
pbonedytheir shoulders would smart under 
the lash of punishment. It was meet : the 
theme wa8 worthy of the eulogists. The 
$lerner feeling of virtuouspride triumphed 
\n Alicia's mind over the gentler emOi 
tipns of- griet " Poor Eubulo ! I wiU 
4i$mis8 for a seaaon the thought of thy 
fate. But I will reioemher thee if ever 
heavcn restores to my once ímprovid^it 
hand the talento it idly sqmíidered* Th}t 
bones shall nót Ue Hke the condemned 
felón or outlaw, who died in the comm^*: 
sion of an act of c«ti»ge ; but they «hall 
be honourably hearsed with eyery SQoth- 
ing rite, under the waving banners of the 
house of Salisbury, But, surely, if the 
imprecation ofMs^doc's minstrel antedated 
thy doon), bringing on thy guiltless heaijl 
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^ sterxi visSt^tion for thy father's sins, the 
jcrimes and the curse pf Sutxey mil not 
oe forgotten/' 

They were now at a considerable dis- 
tance from the castle, and had ascended 
an eminence which commanded an exten* 
sive view. The sun continued to shine 
m all its glory ; but it was upon a scene 
ofstill repose, wliich^ but fpr bis chearing 
l>eams^ would have realized the image of 
desolation. Ñor yillage spire, ñor pea^ 
sant's cot, ñor corn-stacks, (the evidence 
and rewards of índustry,) were visible ; ñor 
did even the lowing ox or bleating sheep 
diversify the view, or disturb its silence. 
X^rd Surrey's park was indeed thickij 
tenanted,' not on!y by animáis of chace, 
but by those of the domestic kmd) which 
had been driven thither for security ; but» 
beyond thes^ bounds, famine presided 
<)ver the unproductive or rather wasted 
country, One only object met Alicia's 
view} a small building on w eminence» 



cióse to the public roa4. She feared t0 
ask what it was ; and, at this instant, the 
y eomen prickers roused a stag from his ' 
lair, after which hér companions set off 
full speed, leaving her with only her two 
güards. , Weakness and disinclination 
alike prevented her from foUowing the 
chace, ñor did its once interesting v^ria-^ 
tiohs withdraw her eyes from gazing OA 
the 8urrounding country, and endeavour- 
ing to ascertain the situatíon of Ponte* 
fract. The yeomen were riow a few paeei - 
from her, and she heard them mutter 
curses at being detained from the sport, 
swearing the stag would break out. 
** The deviV* said one of them, " has 
guided him to the gap in the park-Xvall ; 
he now ^cuds away by the cross of Pau«- 
linus ; and if he enters the copse behind 
ir, not a soul of those cowárdly jades daré 
pursue him on holy ground, lest the saint 
should torment them with cramps and 
rheumatisms." *^ I am more afraid of the 
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Earl,** answered his companion ; *• for I 
** have the charge of that fence ; and if 
he returns, and fínds it not mended, he 
-will sUt my ears for neglecting his ser- 
vice/* " I have the better of thee irt 
thaV rejoined the first speaker, " for my 
ears are gofte already. However, ais I 
cannót piece them out with thine, I will, 
out pf puré gooti will, help thee to 
repair the breach to-morrow morning/' 
Alicia recoHectéd having heard of thé 
e^ctraordinary sanctity of this. little chape* 
,lage, erected in honour of the saint whó 
travelled from the court* of the King of 
Kent, in company with his pious daughter, 
Ethelburga, the bride of the Northum- 
brian monarch, when, like an añgel of 
peace and love, she brought to her 
pagan spouse the blessing of domesiic 
happiness, and the tidings of eternal Ufe. 
At this spot Paulinus first preached the 
gospel of reconciliation to Edwin and his 
i;eondering subjects} and a spring that 
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ilowed hard by, served as the baptismai 
fount to' bis converted hearers» The 
most lawless miscreants of the north 
would have feared to viólate the ^anctky 
of a place, .where their ancestors, casting 
aside their dumb and blood-stained idols, 
tifted their cleansed hands to the God of 
mercy. *' Wculd he not, then^ listen to 
my supplications,'' said Alicia, who now 
recollected that it lay in a north-east 
directioa from Pontefract; and eagerly 
measurmg with her eye the interjaceot 
Iract of country^ almost supposed she 
caught a view of its battlements among 
the airy clouds which fieckered that part 
pf tlie horizon. 

The disappointed huntresses now 
xeturned, consoling themselves for thdr 
ill-luck by plannmg expedienta to secure 
better success on the morrow. The most 
promisiQg scheme vas, to send for a not- 
able fortune-telkr, whose skill in fiituritj 
made her arrival in that oeighboQrhood a 
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ktnd of oounterpoise against pfublic disas* 
ters. They suspected that she was a thíef 
(being known to be a courtezan), and that 
3he.held a prívate intercourse wíth the chief 
cf the banditti, who mfested the wild parts 
of the country. The latter objections 
vrere voted to be no one*s concern but 
her own j the former was declared to be 
disputable, and it was agreed that, as the 
seneschal would be sure to object, they 
would let her in at the lo\v postern, and 
conceíal her till he was gone to rest. 
Crowding together, they narrated won- 
ders of her skill and prowess, of which 
Alicia only heard a part. She could inüict 
the murrain on cattle, and bewitch men 
and women ; fire corn stacks by a curse, 
and blast children with an evil^ eye. 
Nothing was more tremendous than her 
vengeance j but if propitiated by gifrs, and 
kiñdly entertained, she would shower go^d 
and jewels on her votaries. Handsome, 
amorous knights, beautiful palfreys, gor- 
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gcous entertainments^ and a perpetual 
round of ríches and jolUty, were all 
included ín her liberal benefactíovis. 
Her skill was extreme i for though to re- 
§tore Ufe was not abfolutely within her 
power, she could anímate a dead body 
with one of her familiars, and enable it to 
fuiñl several of life's functions. Yet while 
muniíicent to others, she spent her days iñ 
a v^retched hut, stationed on a lonely 
moor, where the broken roof and decayed 
walls scarcely excluded the winter storiti. 
From this hovel it was agreed she shouki 
be fetched, and the night devoted to mak^ 
ing dumb-cakes and weaving magícal 
knots, to discover not only whether they 
sjiould kill a deer on the morrow» but bov^ 
many qf them should marry barons as 
puissant and rich as the Lord Surrey* 

This conversation was interesting to 
Alicia, in ascertaining that, beside the gate 
at the drawbridge and the subterraneous 
passage throjLigh which she and.Eubulo 
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had tríed co escape, there was also a smali 
private póstera, which the women répre- 
sented as unguarded ; aríd further, .that 
they would that night be engaged in such 
tateresting occupations, as would suspend 
thdr vigUance. On their retura to the 
cástle, they were for some time detained 
outside4 The summons was repeated, but 
ihe warder answered that the chains of 
the drawbridge were entangled, and he 
could not lower it. A hail-storm carne on, 
and the women became impatient, '^ Let 
US," said one, ^^ dash across the ríver ; ít 
is fordable at the east tower, where it joins 
the covered way; I waded through on 
Caddlemas-eve to see the boy-bishop, with 
his train, pass by to Beverley, and it was 
not above my buskins.'* " We shall be 
never thcnearer,*' repliedanother, " unless 
Vfe can climb in at the haistry window, for 
the lower póstera is barred within sidé, 
and my lord has.forbid its beiog opened 
till the Scots are driven oyer the Ouse,**, 
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The interdiction óf tbeir lord wad, a third' 
femarked, sure to be disregatded líi his 
absence ; but , the falling of the draw* 
brídge ended che disputé» and the clam* 
orous troop rushing over, alighted in the 
castle-yard. Alicia had employed the 
hiterval of this delay in minuté attendon. 
The east tower was her guide to the sita- 
ation of the low postern, and she saw it 
rose in an mner court, communicating 
with the offices. These were important 
discoveries: to hear more, she conde- 
scended to remain for the rest of the day 
with her garrulous companions. Their 
conversatlon oíFended her taste, zoá 
pained her delicacy ; but by staying, she 
discovered that this inner court con- 
tained a garden of herbs, and was the site 
of the apiáry. 

" The lady must be ill," said one of 
the women, ** as well as melancholy ; she 
takes no food. Would it please you gra- 
c'ously^ to say what you can eat, that we 
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may proYÍde it ; ¿Mr if «lay torá'íkiés yon 
üi'When he recurns, he máQr órder tlte -se* 
hesohal to ¿courge üe/^ ^^ Barbarían K'^ 
thouight Alida ; ^^^^re «hefse the habífís^df 
the gáy aad gallanC Swrey, the flowér of 
G2miteou8 chmlrf ?*' ** It 1*IH be aH for 
love of you, d^ar lady/^ added anothef^ 
*^ othermse hé fe ad kind and genérons á 
master as girfc can wish." ** Sycophants i" 
resutned the Countess ttjentally, "they 
deserye no better treatment, who arie di3« 
ven bythe lash to tuné the 'hiarp of eulogy/* 
The women ñow, with óhce voice, ex- 
borted Alicia td eat, drfnk, and be happyí 
^ I fKank youfot your care,**she replied^ 
*f feut happíness* is a coy guest ; áñd 4f 
dríven away by feícknéfis or sórrow,' -Will 
not return at the first invitktiorií' My 
favourite regale ib a piéce of hóney-¿oinb. 
AIlow me tó eát in thé open air ; for the 
heat of this apartment,' arid yout vivacity, 
overeóme bné. who has been long ác- 
cnstomed to álencé and soBtüdé. Tou 
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jkamed a little gardeii of herbs ; the wsumi 
^un^ine has pcobably diawn the be^s 
írom . their cells, and I shall be amused 
ynth lookíngat dieir mnocent assiduity/' 

The request yms too humble to be 
refused. Alicia was led ¡ato the iimer 
courty and caught a glimpse of the de- 
scribed postern, but instantly avertiDg h^ 
eyes, fixed them on the insect labourers» 
who flew by her, loaded with gold^i 
spoils. ** Will you," said she, " permit 
me to wander here aIone« I have studied 
herbs, and can amuse myself wíthout 
being á restraint on your sports by my 
presenc^. Let a fire be kindled in my 
s^tment, and a lamp set ready, úmt 
when it is night-fa^, 1 may retire to rest 
vithout requíring assistanceJ 

The girls withdrew, leaving 
seemingly occupied with bínding up pl^ls « 
eí rosemary/ lavender and hyssop, but 
still proceeding leisurdy and careles^Iy 
toward the postern» which she obsérved 
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enough to discover that its fa$tenmg was a 
i9ireighty bar of iron^ secured by a pin. 
After thus recotmoitríng, she retired to 
her chamber. As affliction had girea 
her energy, so fear made her practíse self- 
command. She struck the chords of her 
hite» that her keeper might become less 
vatchful, frota supposing her to be occu- 
piedy and passive ; but her hand swept the 
strings ÍQ discord, as she counted the hours 
tul the telUtale sun gave place to the 
mooiiy whose obscurer ray, would she 
trustedy befriend her enterprize. She had 
too little experience of night-adventures 
and lonely peregrinatiozís^ to select from 
che wardrobe, vnúí which she had been 
liberally supplied, a suit most proper for 
&tigue and danger. She sSdlied forth 
therefore, in her usual magnifícent attire» 
her thoughts being whoUy occupied by 
imagining how she could glide, with tip- 
toe stealth, by the door of the banquet- 
ing room, and remove the íron bar. 

L 2 
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Tfae first was happíiy aocomplidied, tfae 
latter deñed her strength, and baffled aU 
^ her hopee. What shouid she do -* retum 
to her chamber, and abondon her design ? 
She TecoUected the cotivefsation of the 
vomexi, and truisted some prívate intrigue 
might bring a stronger armto rémbve tfae 
obstacle ; and she resoIVed to coüdeal her^ 
self under the. colonnade, and >aifraut that 
:chance. The unsdkabUity^f her wfaite 
^littering dress for sQch a. parpóse was 
iiów evident, ahd she resolved to ventare 
bg^in to her chamber, and éxchíKnge it 
.fbr a, sad-coloured hood and mantle, 
when, at the entrance into the castle, sbe ' 
«aet a '«vomany íantásticatly habited, and 
bendii\g under a heavy load. It occurr^ 
to Alicia, that thk was t^ fortune-teller, 
who, having diverted the atüénüon of the 
dupes wbo consulted her by some mum^ 
inery, had plundered the side-board, aad 
►was attempting to «escape. The <leep 
X)Uve4(^ her complexión, the wUd liiiseí^ 
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of her figure, an¿ her smguhr^ absord, 
and mystkai sttíre, confirmed tbis eoi^ec^ 
ture« Alicia retfeated ; the creatüre ¿tosed 
the castle-door, and íollowed her* TheM 
wa$ a sañguínary fíerceness in her air^ 
which inspired terror ; but how fakst was 
tbat emofión to the horvors which foUotur^^ 
v^heDí the womsmi aisked an altn&in a voicé 
whích, though yeaw had intervened smce 
^ heard k, had ever haunted b€r dream8, 
and poisoned all her^ys; k was tbé 
ODunterpart of her own, the Toíce oí 
Agatíia! 

^ I have nochÍDg^ td^ giW tbee/'' saidi 
the agonized Aficta, to her repéiated sofi* 
citaiíi<msw Sbe held her véit cióse erep 
her face, and attempted to akflp her nt^ 
teraiice. *' So/' retumed Agatha, •í the 
^ ñcb^ whose portkm b in fhis worid, 
thmfs' teit US chitdren of fandne and 
wrétchedness* But in the burning hke, 
wlñch will be their^ lot hei^eaifter, tbey ^11 
howl over tbe ^i^ndor of tbeir rwn 
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atdre, their embroidered mandes, thór 
chaplets of sp^kUng gems» their rings, 
and their bracelets/' ^^ I wiU giye theia 
lo thee/' said Alicia, ^^ most wil* 
Ungty ; for I prize thcm not.'* ** Yes," 
replied Agatha, *^ and the next mo* 
xnent ring the alarum for thy ^ves, and 
hang me for robbing thy person/' ^* No,^ 
retumed the Countess, ^' I would sooner 
&cilitate Aine escape." " How ?'* rejoinei 
Agatha. A happy thought shot into 
Alicia'8 mind, andshe answered,-— ^< By 
helping thee to remore that bar.'' *^ GiTe^ 
l^ve,'' said Agatha, eagerly ; and as she 
recdved the jeweis firom Alicia, the trem- 
bling lady l^t all the little aid her arm 
could afford, to uncióse the portaL The 
obstacle yielded to their united strength, 
and with another effort the door opeaed 
wide enough to permit them to presa 
throttgh. 

Alicia could scarcely suppress her tran^ 
port, or refráin frcnn blessiag Agatha, and 
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teHing her áiBt^ hr die sake of tfais und&i^ 
signed service, she forgave all tfae bitter^ 
ness of her soul-appalling curse. They 
now stood on the bank of the river» where: 
it fed the moat which surrounded the cas*^ 
de. The sides were steép aod predpi* 
tou8, but the sdmost-ezhausted water"* 
flowed gently over a pebbly bottom.* 
^ How : wtlt thou escsqpe f " aaid Aüqa, 
appalled at the chasm befbre hen ' ^^ To^- 
getínet with tbee/' retumed Agatha } and^ 
dirowing. m her spoü» gtasped the lád/é 
arm, and boldly leaped into the water^ 
dragging the Countess after her. A Hfe( 
. of mdigence and exertion had gíveni elasti^ 
City to her limbs ; she speedtty rec6vered 
her footing, mounted the oppo^te baids» 
andranoff. Alicia remained for a moment, 
stunoed with her fiüi ; but she was not 
Kiateríally hurt; nature made a violent 
^ort for the preservation of Ufe ( she dis^ 
engaged herself from the water, and with 
¿ifficulty diinbed the scaur which Agathá 
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asdinded' i;^ttb so niuch easá Havittg 
gaméd útt top, sfafc. stbool pandng, éndea- 
▼ouiiíig to recoven ber b^eadi^ Mdtei^ 
her recoUectión; Her dotbesf \9^épé 
drenched with wet, and she shive^ed ín 
die keen dgfat air ; but sfae waa ^ut of 
Suirey's castle» and that thotíght was^ t%^ 
tacy# Nof did. the perils and misc^fii6¿ 
¡ncsdent tó ket pr eseitt conditbn xdeu^ tó 
damp ' the: tiansportk^ ^nsdóttáiess ^of 
liberty, till áhe ¿eard a whistier blo^il, 
3( a sbort distance, v/íúdi^báag méw^iéi 
by sme fúrther oi^ wais provéd to be a 
prilrale sigaal. Had $he beéti lOiss^d fróni 
the (;9$tle^ and nikreré these the recogñitk>íl& 
cf her pursüers ? Sfie:i«coIIe€ied thet^ 
b4d Aot be^ tkne to lover thé draw*- 
bfidge, and thtse soaads cante £rom vrkh- 
out the walb» It müst thelrefóre be Aga« 
Ú^ tíalling her: companions to aé^t her 
in remóving the spoil from the bed of the 
i^ér. • If . Alkia btttemptéd to fly » she 
vowt ]be; 0efsa; their 0\M|. !daéger.wo«Id 
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induce them to be expeditbus; it was- 
bétter, therefore, to conceal herself in the. 
bra$hr wood that frínged the bank, trll tbey" 
were gane. Thk determinalion was hardly 
executed, when AgatbareturnedwídtLtwQ' 
assDGiates, who desces^led the scaur. 
Aiida beard them say, — " The sack is 
found)^ but not the lady. You should haré 
sUenced her with your póniard before yba 
left her ; she has got out, and wiU alarm • 
the w%rder/* " So I would," whis^eredL' 
Agatha,as shebent over thebank;; ^^ bírt 
'twas a pópr heartled$tninion,and I thougfat 
thQ frighf killed her. Pérhaps the stream 
h^acaáíríed her away. Who cares, whe* 
ther sh^is alive or dead 1 1 have got her 
jewelSj which^ with the barons' cups aa¿ 
salvers^ wiU, if we are speedy , reach t)ie - 
moora, before hi9r drawling tongue can 
have jmeá a hue and cry to pitrsueus.'^ 

Thia passed cióse ta the spot, \yhere 
AUcici^üfas^secceted; andiannediately añe#, 
shé: 6^w thct. plunderers retreat with theír 
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loa4* From thetn, therefore, she waa^afei 
Shouts of joUity were $úll heard in thé 
casde, nrhkh convinced her that her flight 
was unitiscovered ; and she issued from 
her thomy covert^ grateful for its shade^ 
and totaily unconscious of the slight 
\)rounds and bruises whích would formar ly 
have been causes of pathetk lamentation^ 
and, as such, vould have been expected to 
occupy universal attention. She had oftea 
been drenched with rain, while ín the pur-: 
soitof pleasure, but she had not now, as 
vas then the case,.attendant damsek to pre^ 
pare the bath, to help to disarray her, and 
present varm apparel scented vnth bahiqr 
odours. Her own hands were her only 
tire-women ; with thése she wrung her> 
drij^ng locks, and shook her loaded gar- 
ments, . cumbrous from their weight ané 
stifihess. At this moment she saw upoi^ 
the ground a horseman's hood and cloak, 
wfaicb had been thrown off by one <^ Aga* 
thst's associates before he descended tbe 
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scsrar, and which, in his liaste to escape, hé 
had forgot. It wias coarse, warm, dry, a 
covering and a disguise ; wbat an inestima- 
ble treasure ! Beside, it suggested a fur- 
tfaer J>rdspect cf security ; fdr, bf Úíwmüf 
lier o^ím veii and mamie into the rirér^ 
die deceÍTed tyrant might be misled tb 
«appoiethat she had there parish^, ánd 
migiit search the stueam for ' her body^ 
iDstead óf ^eoídeavóiiring to explore lier 
fctreat.:' A sighétok'frqm Alicia; as shé 
^executed this^design; from necdtoctii^ dié 
importance she once assigned to the vain 
appendages of shewy attire ; but as Ufe, 
líberty and virtue rose in her estimation, 
they tanght her rightly to appreciate these 
gauds of fbliy. 

Behold now the delicate, timid, indo- 
lente luxurious Countess of Lancaster^ 
dependant on her own skili ánd energy 
for the preservation of her freedom and 
honour, and the life of her husband ! She 
had no human protector or guide but her 
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her ,oi¥R:?teqa^gtíi and^aHírage*. Hcfr w^ky 
lajTiby tbe fatal ye\ifr.ttee:; fofflieriy; sli# 

H^hea'shcí beUefVledrlherp^tjurbed spírft wa9 

nite^thed bpdy^^butfiíecfiisitjí h9S<nQlaw9 
ú^ ism)íbgF:'alQaeji;áiijd^asíiher tlrefetriifig 

lEÁeM afQ]ál¿ tQgttthdrv^sdpjdicAtedi»es^ 
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CHAFTER XXVni. 



** 'flicart bf our nccesaities ís strangt, 
. Xlktt £tíi BUke vile things predous. 

Shakespeare. 



»i 



W:íTH! att the Kipidky whkh hér 
$tpength would altow^ Alicia 
seaehed tbé bound» óf Lord Surrey's 
deniesbesy . ciimbed the brpken wally 
ascended ihe hitt, atid «ecittd bers^If oa 
thei stq>s of SttPsmlio^is's cross^ just a& 
tbe mng svin. U^ted: the a6w distant 
tfmrets of Sandsüi» H^ í^rat emotíon \va8^ 
tbat of transport. •-: Sbe had obtained- 
wh^ wltaQ: diatantly viewed, was a place 
of ¿eclirky ; ;but sha was weary, and her 
diily coiu:h must bl^ thje htird stone, or 
the damp heath. ^ She wps &iat, and the 
clear stream appeared her only reiresh- 
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ment. There she slaked her thirst, 

revived herself by ablution, and thea 

looked around to consider how her 

other nécessities could be supplied. Her 

stiffening Umbs soon evinced that her 

strength was not at present equal to the 

attempt of reaching Fontefract j and sup- 

posing she concealed herself in the sacred 

copse bebind the chapelage, how coold 

her hunger be supplied ? She had betel* 

before found hunger a miseiy ; ^be had 

only experienced it as an agree^bfe' pio^' 

Tocative to repast, and consequently baot- 

ranked complaining of its pangs amo^ 

thóse sins of impatíence^ of whidí ^ her 

parents told her the poor "«rere shame^ 

ñilly guilty. $he now found. ifs cravkiga 

were insupportable ; and observing some: 

ruined dwellings near, determined to dra^* 

her weary limbs to them, andsee jf there^ 

was any remainmg inhabitant wha coaid 

stford her assktance. 
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- But are she set out with this humble 
design, she sav a traveller tum out of the 
xostíif to pay his devotions at the cross^ 
HoF grateful to the forlom daughter of 
De Lacy vfzs the human figure; how 
more than grateful whea she perceíved it 
to be an aged ecclesiastic» írom whom her 
helpless and endangered sex was sure to 
teceiye paternal aid. She knelt, implor- 
mg his prbtection ; but mutual was their 
áurpríze, when in bim she recognized 
Eathar Nicholas, the monk of Pontefract, 
and he beheld in her the heiress of three 
earldoms. The monk was ignorant of 
her history since the time he had left her 
in the full enjoymeiit of every earthly 
good. He had spent some years in pil« 
gsimages, visiting the south of France 
and the valleys of Piedmont, and had re- 
tumed, hoping to end his days in his own 
{Donastery. Alicia briefly stated, that she 
had been separated from her lord, and 
detained a prisoner by Lord Surrey, from 
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wbom shé had just esampeá^and Tmhed 
to be condtttsled to ber oim cMtk at Poé- 
tefract. The nnozrk : shóok his head. 
« Poiítfiract, lady,*' said he^ " i& ao 
place of refuge for diber me.or thee. 
Left \yitiiout defence,. aiKl its rév^^ues 
appropríated to óther uses» tbe Scots have 
l^imdered dsat goodly town^ a»d. dis- 
mahtled the casde. Weep not because 
the seat of tby íathfer's greamess iá tík 
^itbput m. mhabttan^ ;. the sacred edifioe 
wbkh hh hotmty reaied áad eñdowed, 
im ahaeed^ the $aiiie £»íie. la cbe niibflen 
ruins of that ciobítee whcre I .hoped to 
repose aod medkaDe», I have breothed a 
prayer for the foonder/s »)uL.. 

For the fírat time smce her dilaimde?» 
Alicia' acoused Proyidence of the seveskj 
of its inflictioBSk She had bídieüto con^ 
sidered that all her disiress aróse fiom the 
cupidky of Surcey ahd hai OW9 indissxe* 
tioo ; aml thereSnre» as 8df*b}ame wingldí 
with her feelings^ k taaq^ her submis* 



sioiu Bot har ignoranee of common lifé, 
and inatte&tbn to the difficultied she had 
Bever fek, éncouraged her to expect thdt 
het libfratíon from her rav&her wouki, 
if foUowed by amendmeiit, be the éom^ 
mencement of yeafs of happinessr. She 
áiA not consider that the evils oríginating 
from dur faults contiiiue after our moral 
attiendm^it kas comtnenced, and m tfaU 
respect die sins of úíe fathers are Tiáked 
ott the third tmd Ibürdi getieratkín; She 
had heard of casiles bomty .and tównsí 
díÉsttoyed^ widK)ttt tbeft &máiiermg th^ 
it tras her duty to provüie for the defeUce 
of her €fvití^ Of aU her résidenceSs thb 
tras ber &vourite« Ic had beéti bmk by 
her fBxher^j hete sfae spenf ber happy 
youth; hereshe first beheid her ilktétrious 
spouse« Thss retrospectioiv soon intro- 
dueed self-accttsatíon, as memory held up 
ics • mirror, and conscience sümmo^ed axi 
aocúsing spírít, whó spoke of négligence 
aM wai&e^ of setflsh attaebm^t to plea- 
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sure or personal security» and of uníeel* 
ing dereliction of a brave yeomanry and 
loyal vassals. Sick at beart^ Alicia re? 
clíned her head on the monk's shoulder, 
and exclaimédy '^ My afiiictions are greater 
th^ I can bear/' 

Father Nicholas attempted, tbrough the 
tríte 2X)tttine of comforters, to consolé her* 
Her case was by no means mngular. He 
had in his trayels met many noble pa«- 
sonages roving about in search of sub^ 
^tence. He had entered many cot- 
tag^ where death had given his cb^ ts to 
famine, or reigned over a lifekss hxeSln^ 
by the side c^ peslileíice» his eldest bomu 
Between the Humber and the Tweed all 
was war and desolatíon ; southward, aU 
was disease and want. ^^ As members 
of the miUtánt church/' said he» ^^ we 
niust rejoice or moura with the coosb^ 
Dilinity among whom we pitch our td^er» 
nacle. Have you» lady, been more pióos 
and charítaUei more given to good woila^ 
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and less confident in uncertain riches, than 
the rest of the daughters of the land ? if 
not, vhy expect to be exempted from the 
miseries which they 8U0er ?*' \ 

The cold dew which hung on Alicia's 
brow -ifiíterrupted the monk's oratory. 
^^ O for a morsel of food," said she, 
fiuntly, ^^ or a pallet on which to throw 
my acfaing limbs/' The ruins near them 
were those of the little town of Dews* 
bury, which the Scots had bumt at their 
last incursioiL Thither Father Nícholas 
offered to conduct her. ^^ I know/* 
said he, ^^ ihe inhabáta&ts have fled ; but 
perhaps some domestic animal may r6- 
mson, which I can kill for your support." 
•Alicia shuddered at the idea of such a 
gross repast ; but so heavy were her 
afiiictions, that it was now her greatest 
consolation to think she shoutd not perish 
alose ; the good monk would administer 
to her last moments, and bear her iaro* 
«veril to her lord ; and she only wíshed lo 



receíve strength to teU him tfae particulars 
of her lást sad and eveotful Mstory* . 

Slowly and pamfully tbey descended 
the hill, and beh^d wbal: was more graten 
ful than the waving plumes of a crested 
knight^ or the &weeping embroidéry of á 
festal banner, namely, that token of in- 
habitancy /aaid domesdc comfort -^thd 
smokeof a peat fire^ arishig from a cabin 
diat hadescaped tbe conftagratbn. Hq)e 
quicke&ed Alaciaos steps^ úie jtast teacheá 
the tenement, and suñk' upoa^ tfae thre^ 
hokly ti^hilé the monk ean^eá yAdhéñ 
ostial bénediddo& ^óf -^ ^^ Péace to f hk 
house, and ail whkh k <úfí&ms^^^ 

The fanxily.had assembfed at thés emrly 
meal ; but tJiey all rose to welcome the 
hdy stranger. One mvited hím to a 
seat ; a second took froni him hk staff ; 
a third stooped to loosen his sandak; 
while the children, kneeling, lakl his hand 
upon théir heads, and ásked hb ble^'ng* 
« Holy fether," ssod the master of • á» 
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family, ^' k is long 8ince tbese paits have 
been vísked by oñe of your order. You 
iiiu8t abide with us to-dlyy and héar 
our confession/' " Qúr fere is, indeed, 
humbie/' said tbe mistress ; '^ but what 
we have, we cheerfuUy give you." The 
covering of her table verified the truth 
ef h& observation, for it onJy consisted 
of an herb pottage and some boüed 
ftoorns. 

Father Nicholas answered, that he bad 

been used to hardsbips, and could almost 

idiae wkh the birds of the air ; but he had 

a cofitpanbn with *him^ whose habíts 

had been dííTerent, md whose skuation 

required tender attention. The kind- 

hearted cottagers hastened to assist the 

kdy, who, when revived by the warmth 

of theír fíre, looked up with weepinj^ 

graáittde, on thoée whose pale^ worn 

features testified the pressui^ of their own 

^istress while tfaey were generously en« 

jdeavouring to allevíate her's* On the 



( 238 ) 

other hand, whea the horseman's cloak 
and hood were removed, and her delicat^ 
complexión,. laced tunic, and hair pow- 
dered with gold-dust, annomiced the nsák 
of their guest^ those privations of poverty) 
which are most felt by a geineroos and 
liberal beart, indnced them to regret that 
they had nothing.to offer that was wordif 
her acceptance. ^^ I can fare hardly,'' 
replied Alicia to these complaints, with a 
sweet but tremulous vcHce ; ^^ if you haré 
no Conserves or malmséy^ a manchet and 
cup of Rhenish will suffice.'' The good 
people stared at each other, suspecting the 
lady must be delírious, to suppose that the 
holiday fare of nobiíity could now be 
fbund in a plundered village* 

,'' Alas!" said the worthy housewife, 
'^ once upon a time I had a good oaten 
cake, and a sage cheese to oflFer, and on 
saint-days could toss up a dish of buttered 
eggs, to relísh our 8tock*físh, and a cup 
of h<Hne-brewed ale. But the Lord 
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Angus^s troopers turaed thdr steeds into 
oúr standing corn, and drove off our 
good cow-dairy. Still we had better luck 
than neíghbour Clough ; for three of lús 
tall sons were killed at Bannock-boum; 
and he k>st bis cow as weli as us.'* 

** Mother/' replied one of thc daugh- 
ters, " the troopers never found the goat, 
and she still gives a little milk ; I know, 
too, of a nest of plovers, on the moor^, 
ÚM has three eggs in ir, which I vnll 
fetch ; perhaps the lady migbt be gradous 
eiioogh to eat tbem/' 

Alicia had never before vítnessed the 
oeconomy of a cottage, and was as much 
ástonished to hear what were deemed 
luxurie^, as shocked to discover the sub- 
stítutes which want introduced. Thdr 
coarse meal stood untouched, till her 
own repast was prepared; ít was then 
sanctifíed by thankfulness, and eaten with 
lippetíte ; one sickly boy alone exempted, 
wbose eye tumed with loathing from bis 
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V 

Alici;i- s;. Never had rapast becsa ^ 4^ 
$ir^ or ao grateful, i¡iS .wt^ w^ nov 
h9p4ed t9 Alicia on a 9)aple tii$b :.|>Ht 
the expr^ssiye cojüntenasici»: ^ the si(di^ 
child dvew her ajttention« ;8he enquired 
ivhat ü^as his diseaae; and t he father 
an^wered^ h^e was^a weakly boy; but he 
must npt repine^ for gosaip Warper's 
children were all of that sitaüip ; where99 
most of his were fítted for thdr b^rd(S(i$» 
^^ He is in a dry w^te^^" addod thé 
mother, ^^ and needs .what.w^ have iiol 
gpt t|Q giye him ; so he vm^t dÍQ» ^ess 
it pleas^ God again to send l>s plenty/' 

AUc^ {lAW declared $he wo^ld refuse 
their hpspkality, unless the auíFmng cbiU 
might divide her mess ; and ux this .^acri- 
fice of her own craving ^^ta to the 
longing need of another^ sh^ fonnd a 
pieatal restorative more exlularatiag chaa 
ia all the ostentatious largesses W;bich sbe 
had ^ver be$towed Irom her wduaioished 

II 
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superfluity, *' This is ^ true lady-,** saíd 
the mother to her children ; ** look on 
her well. She is^ not like the jill-flírts 
who gallop by from Sandal castle. I 
have seen many such in my young dáys^ 
when the high-bred dames remembered 
the poor, and tried to be like good Quetíi 
Eleartor.*' 

*' Come," said the peasant, rising, 
f^ dinners cannot be long when dainties 
run scant. We have now strength tb 
dig our field. It was lighter laboirr ere 
the horse died for lack of fodder, but 
praised be héaven we have the use of our 
limbs/' " I will pray for an hundréd 
fold incíease,'* said Alicia» " Thanks, kind 
lady," returned thé good man; " we have 
seen bad times of late. Twice the sea- 
sons were against us, and the seeding and 
the earing might go into the same sack. 
Once our barón ordered the crop to be 
carried to his own granary, and gave us 
a little back to sow the land, and to grind 

VOL. m. Bí 
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!Boir and then, tha&ks to bis iMmour's 
mmembrance; but die pitiless Scot wa^ted 
éH, abd the field would aow be barren but 
fer ihe bleased Lady Abbess of the Kirklee 
MUÍS, who has sent us somecom from ber 
tiwn Mores, and bid U8 sow itin a fac^ of 
Cfod's mercy/* 

^ Surely/' said Alicia, as, with achort 
fergedulness of ber own 'woes, die look<^ 
«fter these patíent generóos ^eottageis, 
** tfae lot of these peqíle is peco&iiy 
liard. How have diey desenred «ndi 
«aisfertimes ?'' '' Not |>ecttUarly haxi,^' 
onsvered the monk; ^^I bave m^ 
ttkoioands destítute even of theik* taosi- 
fbrts ; and as to thy question, lady, Ae 
«oital veil 16 not yet withdrami ; aod I 
can only say, Omniscience 'doth nbtfad^ 
la vain/* " I do beliere thee," le- 
ttaied she, '^ and wü! esteetn thás day's 
adventare an admonitíon to my querulous 
regrets. I repined, because my hopes 
were irustrated, my eamest hopea, tbat I 
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should áás lught repose in «be to vers tif 
Ponte&act. This vfattíaj peasaat leads 
fbrth iis fnnished iamily ; «nd after foor 
^ears of boodess labour^ íinds cantmoal 
motiv»^ thankfufaiess and hope/' 

She nonr consulted Fatfaer Nicholas, as 
to what plan it «as best ibr her to adopt, 
to etode the porsuit of Surr^, and re- 
:gain die protection of her Lord, ^wbo, she 
SKácnbwledged, had been induceá to be- 
fi0ve ahe was dead, The monde had jnat 
'mv^eiled aoross England, and described 
it8 «tuatíon as too disturbed topennita 
femúe p& pato in «a^ety* He recom- 
mended, therefere, a temporary readence 
4r S3i4ctee nunnoy, whose peaceful wáHs 
lay at a iíttle distance en the banks of the 
Calder. The abbess, he ^aki, vas a 
lady of high randc, vAio had been eaifly 
imaned ívom tlie woAd by se¥ere mis- 
fortunes, and was a mirror of piety, 
charíty and reaignatíon. He had visited 
her oonvent'siace faós retum to England, 
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and had brought her greetings from her 
< Proven9al and Piedmontese friends. The 
Father saíd no more, aware that the wífe 
of Lancaster, taught to adopt every iota 
of the Romish faith, would shrink with 
horror from the idea of receiving shelter 
from one who laboured under the taint 
of heresy ; and the pious abbess^ as well 
as the good monk, was suspected of 
faVouring the creed of the Albigensés ; 
the former being grand-daughter to the 
unfortunate Count of Thoulouse, against 
whom a bloody and • ambitious Pope 
preached an extermkiating crusade, which 
was executed by a general of the same 
stamp, Simón de Montford, whose saint- 
ship was puf chased by steeping those rich 
valleys in biood, when the rapid Rhone 
" ran purple to the main/' 

While the Countess of Lancaster wept 
at this protraction of her divorce from her 
lord,^within whose arms sbe wished to 
shelter, giving and receiving pardon, 
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Father Nicholas endeavoured to correót 
her impatíence, and consolé her sorrows.% 
The charitable order to which h^ be* 
longed, bound him, he said, to ^ve and 
solace the children o( aíHiction j he was 
ready to attach himself to her service, to . 
become her companipn, counsellor, am- 
bassador^ and confídant, and would never 
leave her till she was reslored to happi- 
ness. After seeing her established. in 
Sarklee, he was ready to undertake a 
joumey in searcb of the Earl of Lancaster» 
assure him of her existence, and conSuct 
him to her. Alicia's eves thanked his 
goodness, as they swam with tears of 
gratitude and joy. " Sweet flower of 
weeping April/* said the monk, " how 
soon dost thou cióse thy leaves, when the ^ 
chin blast, and the dark clouds roUing . 
from the east, betoken a haii-storm ! And 
how soon, too, dost thoü expand thy silken 
folds to court the treacherous sunshine ! 
Dear lady, do these acute perceptions 
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adspf thev fm the mer<iüsipttg cEütñatet 
tiitíús tuethtr wüiM; cxr n^l tftey^ givé 
thy tmnd Aat firm texfufe an¿ perentiñf 
Uootn tiliicK Mong to tire plante^ dí 
páradise 3** 

^^ Spare me, iiio$t kkd imnd/^ re^ 
tvemed Alida; ^ os if you ehidemy weai- 
nfi^, gWe praise to* my rntentíons, w6ich 
referes the ferfitüde it caimot pract&6 
Whei» k€av^ restpres ta fne my foÁntof 
Iiappsiess, I trast you witl fmd my rt" 
noyated qpirk purged oí atl its transgres- 
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^ Let «6 ttot,^ jretumed Father NicHohs^ 
^ "«TS^re the nseful hoürs of adversky líy 
anticipatuig eomingent viitues, which We 
may never be caDed to praetise. üc^eir- 
ttty, that pore correctíye of our üererfih 
fancies, has ks own proper dnttes; of 
thesé my sacred funcnon makes me Ae 
watchful guardbtt } and, dearest daughter, 
while I sedutously try all pennkted meaos 
to restore thee to that state df' temporal 
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* * 

l¡ood vh^re thy lovtUaess flourished, 
C0mpei tí¡^ not (o larn^u the miio^ove^ 
advaniages of that season of hard scmce, 
whose reward thou shait reap^ through 
úie long ages of eternity." 

Beibf e tb^ cfes^ of úm eventful day, 
Aficia pretented herself a destkute suitov 
at the grate of the convente ^qd was re- 
ceived \rithm its holy walis, The nuns 
welcomed lier mth generous pity, aad 
«aifcduced her tp the yentrable abhesQ» 
vhMe mingled henevoleBce and sanctity 
«wakened fiUal i evereace in the hosom 
^ Úkt fpdtíéú Coiimeas« After aacb 
amataace as her veakaess required» dbe 
ma CQoducted to a nea^t a^d chearful» hut 
mallf uaoroamented cell, and with niaiiy 
% ¡»oua henedictioii and token of affiec^ 
ñonate care left to repose. Alicia 
«tretched her Umbs oa a pallet, designed 
&r real, not for indolence ; but it was 
long ere sbe could trs^quillize her restless 
thottgbtSy musing on the contrast of her 
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situation now and bn the preceding 
evening, and on the diíTerent character of 
her residence, of her assocíates, and of 
her own prospects. In Sandal castle, ali 
luxury, waste, riot, and itnpietyj here 
all charity, frugality, temperance, and 
peace. The daughters of wantonness 
and inebriety in one dwelling ; the chaste 
sisterhood of religión in the other. The 
demon of revenge and rapiñe in the 
castle ; in the convent, the holy matron^ 
whose benevolence renounced the vain 
delights of the world, that she might be at 
íeisure to administer to its wants. And fór 
hérself, she was no longer the insulted^íer- 
rified^ períshing captíve, but the cheríshed 
guest ó{ melting pity, the guarded hos- 
tage of religious truth and sanctity. And 
did she still weep ? Weep, that she was 
not at Pontefract i that she was not grasp- 
ing her child to her bosom, ñor enjoying 
that happy meeting that Lancaster pro* 
mised; or even that she must, for á 
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longer tírae, continué ignorant of their 
fate ? Ungrateful Alicia ! Had she esc^ped 
unknown and uninjured from the mur- 
derous Agatha ; had she seen the cheer- 
ful fortitude of the distressed, plundered 
cottager, and could neither preservation 
from danger, ñor an example of meek* 
ness, teach her to be thankful and re« 
signedf While she thus mused, the 
midnight worship commenced ; a choir 
of voices chaunted the litanies; and, 
though unsupported by instrumental 
symphonies, she thought the service of 
the Virgin jiever sounded so sweet, 
solemn, devout, and simple, so perfectly 
in unisón with the best aíFections of the 
heart. Alicia folded her hands in gra- 
titude and prayer, and her composed 
thoughts soon after sunk in peaceful 
slumber. 

She rose, refreshed from sleep, before 
the sun gilded the eastcrn pinnacle of the 
chapel, to attend matins, and ofier an 
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especial thanlugiving for ber defivecaiioe. 
At the porch she met Father NichoIa9, 
his sandak laced, his gown girt around 
him, and hk staff in his hsoíd, ready fer 
Us journey. ^ I haye tidings for tfaee, 
daughter/' said he, ^^which may allay 
thy fears, and make thy residence hens 
easy, lili I bring thee thy lord. Suitey 
has \cithdrai¥n from the associated baron^ 
and is retumed to Sandal castte. 1% 
said he is again iinder the influence of tbé 
foul fiend, and raves about the sons of a 
Welcb prince, who haye drowned a hdy 
he dearly lored. Thts is certain,— the 
Caldeir has been dragged belów the 
eastle, and all is terror and distress vithin 
íts walls* It was expected Henry of 
Leicester would sustain the red-rose ban- 
ner ; but on somé new ofience from the 
King, the barons have withdrawn, and 
the Archbishop of Tork leads on a host, 
only composed of íaithful príesis and 
courageous yeomen; these, if heayen 
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^>eeds their intenta vnll form a barríer to 
preserye this year's harvest. But woe 
to th^r hopes, if they depend on the arm 
of flesh, or if vengeanee is now let loóse 
to visit pn England the blood aiid ravage 
of Scotland. Further, lady ; ^is 8aid thy 
lord is gone to meet the lÜng. Grief 
for thy death, therefore, hath not killed 
him; but joy for thy preservation shall 
m^k^ him truly valué life* Spe^ my 
Sttcces^ by thy prayers } y^t, if thptt art 
ciilled to endure a coutinuance of sorrow 
wd disappointment, remember that the 
Uáalsr by wbicb martyrs aad saiots are 
perfected» muat be medicinal for tbee/' 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

Avenge, O Lord, tby slaughterM saints, whose bor.es 
Lie scatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold ¡ 
Ev'n them who kept lliy truth so pare of oíd, 
When aH «ur fathers worshipM stocks and stones, 
Forget DOt : in tby book record their groans. 

MlLTOS' 

T^HE Countess of Lancaster continued 
' in the coBvent of Kirklee, improving 
in health of body and strength of mind, 
to which the regular active Uves of the 
sisterhood, and the example and pious 
conduct of the lady abbess, greatly contri- 
buted. Meanwhile, the returning months 
, of produce again brought back the incur- 
sive subjects of Bruce, who annually 
swept the provinces north of the Humber: 
these, when they had completed the work . 
of destruction, returned to winter ín theif 
own kingdom. Tke patriotic attempt of 
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the Archbishop of York, to save his 
diocese, was rendered unsuccessful by the 
defection of the temporal lords, who, 
haughty and factious, as well as disgusted 
by a gross aot of injustice in the King 
(who had bestowed the lands of a de- 
ceased barón on his new favourite, 
Spencer, to the injury of the Earl of 
Hereford), abandoned the northem 
counties to pillage, while they caballed 
how they might restrain the arbitrary 
exercise of the prerogative. The miseries 
arising from the Scottish incursíons, fell 
chieíly on the middle classes ; the forti- 
fied castle of the barón being in general 
too fomnidable for predatory attempts, 
and his armed vassals preserving his own 
immediate demesiie from pillage ; while 
the chartered towns, such of the inde» 
pendant yeomanry who had been pro« 
gressively emancipated from the feudal 
yoke, apd the lands of the churchj-be- 
came iiepeatedly an easy prey. It is an 
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honourable and indispumble trait m the 
character of the^Romish dergy, tbat, 
beside thar charity to tbe poor^ hospka* 
Uty to strangersy thdr zeal to prooKste 
leaming, and to eztend science, tbey w^e 
the protectors of the middle orders, the 
mediators between the baion and his 
▼assals, the gentlest landlords» and the 
most liberal patrons. Happy was the 
culúvator, who, escaping from the ccmi* 
paiathrely oppreMve yoke of the peer or 
kn%ht, became an occupier. of conventtuüt 
or gUbe lands. May we not from can-^ 
dpnr, as wá\ as from experience of the 
poverful mfiuence wiñch vnordly motives 
have upon reUgious belief, in p'^rt attri^ 
bute the extraordinary influence which 
the priesthood then possessed, to tfais 
Icnity. It may be troly replied, that this 
popularity was sooght from poUtical 
motives^ and exerciséd in sapport of a 
ccftrupt hierarchy : yet, since the method 
cf acquiring ascendency by liberaKty^ 



( «55 ) 

ecMidesceniion and protectíon t$ truly 
correspondent to the character of a mi* 
iBSter of the gospel, if the infiuence so 
acquired did long uphold a church ia 
error, would it not prore the sure bulwark^ 
hmnanly speaking, to a trae *one. 

Many zealous protestante wholly as- 
ciibe the wonderfal predominance of the 
pcp^i iaíth to its systematic organization, 
ks lyíng tniracles, and the authoríty whicb 
its artful constitution gave it over the pas* 
áaos of men : but our ancestors must 
have been a very difierent race from our* 
selves, if we suppose that the things unseen 
so far operated upon thár thoughts, as 
to make them insensible of temporal ad* 
vantages; or that, while their feelings 
were strongly stimulated, that principie 
of s€Íf-ínterest slumbered which we feel 
to be so all-engrossing. They were far 
our inferiors in letters and in science s 
but ccMiimon sq;ise has been the growth 
of every age, and men of clear, sotmd in* 
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tellects were not wanting in the darkest 
períods^ who déspised the fopperies, and 
resisted the domination of the Pope. 
Among the clergy of England, a volume 
of honourable ñames may be produced, 
who, while they preserved unity of faith 
with the pontiflF, endeared themselvés to the 
nation by resisting his tyranny, and detect- 
ing his impostures. Shall we, then, judge 
erroneously of the oíd English character, 
¡f we suppose that, however weak minds 
might be enslaved by miracle-mongers 
and traders in indulgencies, the real power 
of the church was virtually upheld by 
such able statesmen, liberal benefactors, 
and faithful subjects, as a Grosseteste, a 
Wickham, a Wanefleete, and a Sta- 
pleton. 

William de Melton, Archbishop of 
York, was a man of this description : he 
remained at his post during the time of 
trial, laid aside his crosier for the defensive 
sword, and, surrounded by his pious and 
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patriptic brethren^ headed the /^jj^ ^0/»/^ 
tatus of the north, and pursúed the Earl of 
Murray, who, with a powerful división of 
theScots army,invadedYorkshire, and was 
now retuming home, laden with plunder. 
The prelate's generous attempt was unsuc- 
cessful ; military sktli obtained that supe^ 
riority which piety, patriotism and courage 
deserved. A bloody overthrow ensued 
at Miiton, whichy from the number of 
priests slain in their surplices» was called 
the battle of the White Band& Murraycar- 
ried off bis spoils, and his countrymen 
retumed in increased numbers and with 
additiónal- animosity, to satiate their re- 
venge and avance, wherever they could 
find opportunity. 

The reported poverty of Kirklee, and 
the singular holiness of its inhabitants, 
preserved that conv^t from the attacks 
of these spoilers, and the nuns occupied 
themselves in aliaying the distresses of 
their ^eighbours, Theh: abbe$s, Lady 
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Emuidüie of . Thootouse, was descenéed 
firom a hoose knowa for diw generoeíi^ 
ftMtkttde, and Husfortones. Hér giaodr 
fether, Gount Raymond, had incurred tbe 
anathema of Rome, for proledkig ánt 
AKúgenses, that race of protestant i» 
formérs^ i;vho, in the darkest ages^ bore 
fekhful witfiess against the oveibcaiiq; 
tyranny and 8upei9tition of Rome. Tkrce 
himdred thousand men, catting theBisehrcs 
erusáders, and pix>tected bj the aanae ia* 
Yulüi^Fable bucklep of reinissicm ef tbtf 
past ^le and speedy záaásáon mid paia- 
cBse, entered Pkovence undet the eom- 
mand (á Simón de Montfbrd, aa i»> 
pnncipled eóldier of fortune ; they, fof a 
seríes of years, inflícted m^teard-of mi- 
seríes on Raymond» his descendants^ and 
his sub^ts* It is not clear, that t^s per- 
secttted htailj held all the opinions of th^ 
Albigenses, who were driven mto some 
disorderly conduct by the cruehy of thtir 
persecutors, or in the zeal of violen! coa* 
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tese iii%ht have broached and supported 
seme erronebus doctrines, Coont Ray* 
mond and his family always asserted thdr 
cmn cnrAodóxy, declaring, that they suf» 
fcred not as heredes, bnt because they 
would not become persecutors. 

The misfortunes of ber family imposed 
jj^eat reserve on Lady Emmeline: cautíous 
in delivering ber opiníons on points of 
£bA, and somewfaat láx in her monastic 
TegaHaáofíñj k was her chief sludy to make 
bet sitterhood ba¡^y, soid her generous 
ambitioQ tlttt ihe purky wd utffity of 
tfaeir Mhnes Aoúlá divert enijiury and coa- 
fute censure. Without evkickig a»y desbe 
to penétrate into the histwy of the dis- 
tffsscd stranger, who sought an asylum 
in her convent, sfae perceived that anxiety 
and sdf-reproadi were blended with indoi^ 
Icfit manners, a babtt of self-indulgence, 
aad its constant concomitant, inattention 
t» others. To counteract failings so sub- 
Teisive of fortítude, generosity, and he> 
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roisoij the abbess contrived to employ 
her ín works of mercy, and to familiarize 
her with scenes of misfortune. Alicia's 
facile spirit yielded prompt obedience ; her 
mehing heart ever bled'at the afflictions 
she witnessed : but the baleful effects of 
dissipation and prosperity were not to be 
counteracted by a few experiments ; an 
índulged routine of ideas is not easily in^ 
terrupted ; the original cast of the mind 
cannot.be speedily obliterated, ñor a new 
impress stamped on the heart. The best 
observersof human nature . admit, that 
eirroneous propensities are even more in- 
delible than vices. 

In Alicia's impatience to be reinstated in 
thé condition she had lost, Lady Emme- 
line suspected a lingeríng lo ve of those de- 
lights, which she fieared would endanger 
her oft-repeated vows of consecrating the 
gifts of prosperity to the glory of the 
Giver, and the good of her fellpw-crea- 
tures. "Dearest daughter," she often 
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said to her, " dost thou doubt as to what 
is the settied purpose of thy soul, or why 
be so anxious to be called to the tríal ? 
Thou dealest with one who knows, be- 
cause he reads thy thoughts. The good 
thou hast determined to do, is done in his 
sight, If thy longings for the perishable 
gifts of fortune proceed not from a rema- 
nent affectíon for those vanities on which 
we are too apt to waste them, but with the 
solé desire of bestowing them in alms, be 
satisfíed; as far as concerns thine own soul, 
the temple is built, the hospital endowed, 
the industrious assisted, the ingenious pa- 
tronized ; and whether.that the world do 
not deserve thy munificence, or that there 
may be fear lest wealth and power would 
be a successful snare tothy rectitude, rest 
conteñt, pious daughter, that thy destiny 
is determined by wisdom and mercy ; per- 
form the duties of thy present sphere, and 
suspend thy anxiety to act in'another." 

Under such directions, both as to prin- 
cipies and practice, the Countess made a 
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daily progress in fortitude and benevo- 
lence. The retum of Father ICchoh^ 
put these virtues to a severe test ; sha saw 
bím cross the cloister^ vrhiie the vesper- 
bell sounded one evening, and we must 
pardon the triumph of nature over devo- 
tion, if we add that, instead of appeazisg 
in the cfaoir, she was engs^ed in earnest 
conference vith the monk : brief add 
heavy were his Communications : he had 
not been able to get to the q>eech óf 
the £arl of Lancaster, though he hsA 
posted aiter him to various parts of tife 
kingdom : he was now at Kenflworth, 
whither, if the lady pleased^ he would »- 
tum ; but, perhaps, when shé knew wbat 
4>ti8¡nes6 brought the £arl to that reii- 
dence^ she might demur. The £unt re- 
mains of colour fled from Alicia's chee¿, 
as with gaspiag suspense shé hade Niéhó- 
ids be explicit* It was to celébrate bk 
nuptiak with a rich and beautiful lady, wbo 
had been his .mother^s ward. 

Aiicia'sbrow was cold and darop ; but 
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3he had dne 4aiore enqiúry to make ; k 

fjdated to her cbild, and she ^ke ia sucfa 

a :pierqQg t<Hie, accon^ani^ by a look 

9Q piteoB^ as awoke tke long-^ubdued 

feelmgs of affection m tbe moák's breaste 

and he covid only answer by bis teais. 

^^ He \s dead, ^hen !'' aaid the Coumesa. 

Ftther Niofadlas shook bis faeftd, and the 

rflepses ^f Ae mother mre aiii^hüe ms- 

])end^ ; bul whai ihey téimt^d s«ri& 

<áeBtIy to kaow |>»r¿cidar% ihe ^mbrauai^ 

L«»ted an e^teol mote aoul-^iaKtow&g thaii 

die oertaitíty df hisdealh»^^— he had MC 

beea seen since Ae ajghl of her pre»- 

temled &iieraK 

c ¿ It wBséooa hxGwn that Wathet Nidiohi, 
phó had bcen sctat by 4Jior jgneat to ÍAqdHpe 
4fter her family, was retaioed wíth moiK 
hwvy tidÍQg9* 11iebuii8<rowded around : 
her grief was hot of tháthmd whidixouBts 
comfMissioQ) but deep, ftitt, and ^tent» 
lile )8Í8terhood kissed her ched^ aad 
wept ; Aficia had ao ^ears tilt Lady Em- 
meliíie appi?oached her palkt, and per-- 
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ceiving her insensible to consolation, re- 
quired her daughters to kneel around her, 
and^while she held up her crucifíx, to pray 
for pardon and peace to their afflíctéd 
sister. The fervency of their supplications 
and the tenderness of their expressions 
melted the despair of the bereaved mo- 
ther and deserted wife. She took the 
hand of the venerable abbess, and with 
a look of filial resignation, exclaimed, ^' I 
have done with the world ; in these walls 
I will deposit my griefs, my wrongs, and 
i»y ashes. ' Give me the veil, dearest mo- 
thep, and betroth me to an h^avenly 
spouse, who ever pardons, who never for- 
gets/* She drew her -ring froto her 
finger as she spoke, and púttmg it into 
liady Emmeline's hand, said, with a sigh 
tfeat seemed to burst her heart, " Every 
tié is now dissolved.** 
• The abbesis too-well knew the nature 
of grief, to consider its first dictates as 
decisive. She perceived that resentment 
mingled with the lady*s sorrows, and de- 
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termined that so improper sind probably^ 
evanescent a sentiment) must not give the 
colour to her future fortunes, or provoke 
a fair and amiablé young woman to cut 
the cord which bound her, not only to 
active life, but apparently to essential 
duty. Without positively contradicting 
her intentions, she replied, that the 
Church's permission to enter its earthly 
Canaan, could only be obtained by a 
year's probationary acquaintance with the 
advantages and temptations of a monasdc 
life; and that if, during this p^iod, the 
novice bound herself by any prelusive 
oaths, the sacrífice of humají afiections, ^a 
sacrifíce to be reserved to the time of her 
receiving the veil from the bishop,) was 
' impaired by being ajiticipated. *' Dear- 
est daughter," added she, " let thy 

« 

prayers be now addressed to heaven for 
patience, and when that is granted, pray 
for wisdom/^ *' My children,** condnued 
she to' the assembled nuns ; ^^ take no 
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advantage of your ^ster's gñ^j to peae* 
trate mto tbe» secnets vrhich, k may be^ 
sh^ ought íq conceal. I£ faer calmer 
thoughts point the necesstty of asking our 
counsel, or >ugge$t aA'expecisuion of 
reUef ítom sympatbyi $he will fiad a 
friencHy, and I trust a ¿lithful'breast to b^ 
the depositary of her woes/' 

The event tbe goo4 abbess tx^pect^ 
soon occurred, and she was her^lf sielecte^ 
to , be Alicia's comfbrter and gxude» 
^^ Your raanners/' said tbe íair uafor- 
tuaate, one day \vhen tbe ho}y m^troa^^ 
atteniioas had been j^eculiary soctbisg^ 
^^ iadicate that you have known cow^^ 
and are. not ignorant of wh^it passes íq thi^ 
wprld. Have yo^ ever hear4 of tj^ 
GountessofLaoca$ter?'' /^ The beautifo) 
but indiscreet v/ih of the good Eafl 
Thomas/' answered the abbess» wheii a 
fslnt blush and a lopk « of exquiske db* 
tress avQwed the identky of the ioquúrer ; 
and ,I^dy Emmelkie, witb a self-refNVoacfaL 
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fbr thé quitkness of hét censure, addéd, 
<* What mean these looks? Alicia of 
Lahcaster lies buríed in Wimbórn miii* 
¿tér/' ** No," répKed the peíiitent, *« her 
mdiscretions, her incorrigible levided aré 
buríed there, but she lives to sufFer and 
repent/* *^ I would not," said the abbess, 
^ have needlessly woúnded thine afflicted 
heart, and the rash promptitude of my 
teply mil be noticed as a cali on sélf* 
htimiliatión, when I review in my riíghtiy 
nieditations the actions of this day« I l^^ll 
befieve that the erring, flattcred beaüty ís 
bürí^ there, but that the regenefated 
wonían fives a candidatie for knmortálity, 
to set a glórious example to án admiring 
ilf^círld, to bless her husbatid's ajge, and to 
walk fike a guiding Kght to paradise be- 
fe^ the steps of her iníañt oflSlp^iñg.'' 

" O would to Heaven,** repUed the 
Goúntes8, ^ tiiese happy ^redictiona could 
be realized ; but I hate no husband, ñé 
ofFsprktg/^ <« Impümble/* i^umed tlié 

Na 
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abbess; ^^ Thomas Plantagenet is not 
dead/' ^' Dead to me," retumed Alicia; 
*^ plighted to another ! O think not I 
lightly parted with tbe ring which he 
placed on my finger. Moiher, I. do not 
fable;. I felt the separation as if my soul 
i^as quitting its body, and every hope 
and wish expired. O Lancaster, no more 
my lord, but still ever remembered^ 
may'st thou be happy with thy new 
choice; Matilda may be more discreet 
and obedient, but she can never love thee 
as I have done !" 

To divert these painful feelíngs, Lady 
Emmeline inquired after her child, and 
the woes of, Alicia assumed a different, 
but not less agonizing character* In de- 
scribing her loss of him, she added; 
^^ Had he beén dead, I should have been 
cdntent that notbing of me lived to re- 
mind Lancaster of one he must wish to 
forget. But this uncertainty of bis |ate, 
ihis dreadful suspence as to what the loved 
infant suffers !- *' 
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** Dear lady/* resumed the abbéss^ 
*^ we choose not our own conditíons^ ñor 
our qualitiés, ñor know we the chastíse- 
ments which will best prepare us for 
that státe, at whose portáis, sorrow and 
submission, our austere but faithful guides 
to heaveni bid us an'eternal farewelK It 
may be, that even in this world/when thy 
hairs are as whíte as mine, and thou seest 
thy son flourishing beside the throne of 
£ngland,the íathér of anumerous progeny, 
beloved and honourable, that thou wilt 
think his Ufe better than his death. There 
was a time, when my sad heart panted 
only for the day when it could lie in- 
umed with that of its faithful partner. 
Like thee, I then stood on the heights of 
health and youth, looking on a long course 
of advancing years, I am now low in 
the valley, and increasing infírmities (those 
deepening premonitions of death) pro* 
claim that the night of my existente is at 
faand. Tet though I fear not the approach, 

N 3 
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I am ao lon^er in^tiént fór tbe repose 
it brkigsw Nay» eftto the we&fe of mj 
Wfifítwl chücbrcQ» stnd tbe care of th^se 
w^; ipok Ujp^ to me fof süpportí so toé 
m^ t9 ihis #orUy thsMt I am Uke tiie fue>^ 
fqlow tr»veHer m the fetble, who coa* 
Qxiu^Uy mvolie4 death ta ease Uia dí hb 
txiur4exi^4>ttt when be saw the qtectie 
near, only required assistance to enaMé; 
bim to \í^t H.'^ 

The kindoess of Lady Emmefine «as the 
&r«l «aothreiriúch reconcUíed the wiretcheé 
A¡m?i tQ her fate, and 8he exprcssed a 
dewe to kj^om^ the histoiy of one who 
tbu$ kiiMUy sympathized m her woesi^ 
Dvuig the first stage of gríef^ the mmd, 
^hoHy engrossed by the ^reacy aspect 
before it, dvells solely on its airo situ* 
atipn, ai;^ seeg nothing beside* In preces^ 
of time k look9 aroundy and behoUs the 
T^on it mhabits peopled by otheF pH- 
gríin&; if; «ooa takes an int^rest in th^ 
^wy> a»4 HK|uif es by what mean^ they 
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are enabléd to endure the prÍA^tiociá of 
their jouraey. The ábbess^ ówned tb» 
she had been a wife : was Ae a matber 
too ?" How had she reconciied berself la 
fhe death of a beioired partner i Did it 
give a gréater pang than a consciousiiess 
cf h» living íbrgetfuliiess ? The vencrw 
able nutron saw the excited euf igskyr o£ 
the' Coutitess with a benevolent pleasure^ 
which made her wilUxig to endure : the 
paxa of retradog her early woies, from the 
hdp^.of blimthig the kt^a recoUeictioa q£ 
a&other. 

She began with adoriag the mysteriou^ 
vrays of Provideoce. The sorr owa of héi^ 
childhood spraog ftom a miscoa^uciipiai; 
of that rel^on, whoee consblatíons wer«i 
the ^ppoft of her age^ Her eyes íitísc 
openod to the Iight.ia the valley of Pied^ 
loont, whitber her ance9tor$ were driveo 
by fhe inexorable hostility of the papal 
see. Her father, a younger son of oM: 
Count Rayoíond, fired to reyenge by the 
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indignities and cruelties that his race had 
endured^ swore eternal hatred to the 
usurping pontiff) and all his successors ; 
and no sooner did the contest between. the 
emperor and the pope commence, than 
he joined the standard of the former, and 
became an eminent captain in the Ghib« 
beline party. FoUowing the fortunes of 
Conrade, and his son Conradine in Siciljp 
he fought manfully against Charles of 
Anjou, brother to the King of France^ on 
vhom the Pope bestowed that island, by 
virtue of his pretended jurisdiction, a& 
vicar of Christ, to award and aliénate the 
kingdoms of the world. At the cele* 
brated sea-fight on the lake Celano, the 
fieet of young Conradine, rightñil heir of 
Sictly, was defeated, and the vanquished 
prínce taken prisoner. The conduct of 
the conqueror on that occasion destroyed 
all the respect which posterity might have 
felt for the brother of the Christian cham- 
pion, StLouiSy himself also the ostensible 
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supporter of theríghts ofthe churchagainst 
the excommunicated pr ioces of the house 
of Swabia. Without any remorse for his 
tender years, his innocenc^, or his im- 
perial descent. Charles gave orders that 
the youth should be put to death, an act 
xx^hich must ever 4>e attríbuted to his im« 
patience to remove the rival of his throne, 
tfaough he affected to ascribe it to his 
reverent obedience to the Pope, thus 
nu^i^ig the church participate in the guilt 
of the niurder, while he received the 
regal spoil* 

** With his unfortunate. master, my 
no kss unhappy iather/' tontinued Lady 
Emmeline, " fell into the hands of King 
Charles* The race of Count Raymond 
could hope for no mercy from one who 
bóasted that he was raised up to give 
God glory, by ñghtíng the batties of his 
church, and extirpating heretics. From 
the first moment of his captivity, he 
abandoned all thoughts of his own pre- 
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semtion, but tiie de^h of his prince 
Conradine was an undspected slroké. 
Withotit hope m care. as to die ccoise- 
ijuences, be reproached Charles as 
the tool and instrument of j&nticbíisr. 
He spoke of the bk>od that had been 
«hed in ProyenGe^ either in the fiéld 
of battle, OF on the blajsiag pile, 
ligbtéd by the brothers of St.Domimc; 
the cruel flagellation publkly performed 
on Coünt Raymond in turo of his own 
eities ; the perfidy with ivhich the trea^ 
of peace was broken ; and the pardon that 
Jbis submission had purchased revoked, 
tiil at last his bones were inbumanly dé* 
nied repose in the grave*. Ñor did.the 
veheitient accuser stop here. He mea- 
tíoned deeds xvhich sallied the lilies of 
France, and reduced thdr warriocs ta the 
base condition of ^issassi^. They, led by 
Stmcm de MoBtfórd, had condescended to 
tum butchers tn the istreets of Aii^on, 
whicR was sacked in the hour ofparley. 
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and while the casuists wer e examining if it^ 
£uth were truly obnoxious. These troops» 
when fatigued with shughteriog the naked 
inhabitants, who fellr like lambs befbre 
them, asked the priests what* persona 
their wearied arm$ migbt spare, and were 
stiU base enough to be again excited to 
the labour they loathed, by the diabolU 
cal commaod of — ^ Kill all ; God m\\ 
distinguish tbe souls of the faithful/ 
* How,*- exclaimed my father, * wili the 
angei of vengeance be propitiated ^en 
ifts sword cbhns retribution for these 
bloody blasphemies ? Will the piety of 
Louis efiace from his fatht*r's memory the 
sacking of Avignon, and the ruin of 
Pravence?' 

^^ So true a charge was too criminal to 
be puBÍshed by the mercy of inimedíate 
death^. The King preserved that com- 
mand of feeting and countenance which 
cbaracterízes tbe a^Hnng minda who make 
the exdted passions of otbers núnister lo 
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their own advancement ; and saying, he 
could bear and forgive the insult thrown 
on the memory of his most deyout and 
royal father ; and also the foul taunt zd^ 
dressed tó himself, for executíng a just 
judgment on ene who^ if time had rípened 
his idolatrous intentions, would have been 
the Antiochus of his day, endearouring 
to extirpate the faithful. He was willing, 
therefore, to set the Sjeur Manfred of 
Thoulouse at liberty ; but (here he paused^ 
to see if the countenance of his victim 
brightened with hope,) his cónfessor had 
noted the abominable rage which blas* 
phemed the church and its - glorious 
champions, Saint Dominio and Simón de^ 
Montford, for which críme the Sieur 
Manfred must answer to the &thers of 
the inquisition. To their care, therefore, 
he would consign him, trusting that they 
would temper justice with mercy» 
' ^^ My father/' continued Lady £mme* 
fine» '^ was torn irom the tribunal» while 
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the Sicilians, in sullen silence, meditated 
on the character of their riew king. Some, 
deceived by sound, praised his clemency ; 
others, interpretíng deeds, feared his 
cruehy and cmft. /For Manffed rhere 
was Bo hope, except that his broken con- 
stitution might put a speedy períod to his 
sufFerings ; for even those who revered his 
fidelity to thé race of Tancred, shuddered 
at the heretical descendant of the protec- 
tor of the Albigenses. This brave and 
£aithful captain, though unfortunate in all 
things else, wás blessed with an affec- 
tionate and courageous wife, whose creed 
was unquestioned,and whowas allied to the 
consort of Sling Charles. As soon as she 
leamed her husband's fate, she left the 
valleys of Piedmont, and prostrated her- 
self at the feet of a princess) who, in their 
«arly days, had been her companion ^nd 
firiend. She supplicated for her husband's 
Ufe and liberty, and at last so far wrought 
en the Queen's compassion, as to induce 
her to intercede with her husband for 
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Manfred^s reléase. The King, though 
austere, inflexible and subtle, preserved 
the chivalrous character of bis race. He 
said he could refuse nothing to his Que^n ; 
but áll he could grant was, his Jmerces- 
sion at the court of Rome^ in whose prl» 
sons the victim lay. But this concession^ 
probably extorted to appesuse the risii^ 
discontents of his Sicilian subjects, va$ 
of no avail ; for the rank and services of 
Charles, poised against the revenge of re*- 
morseless persecutors, kicked the beanu 
The sufferings of my iather remain 
amongst the untold secrets of the inquisi*- 
tion ; — ia their dungeons he pertsbed. 

^^ During a long time aftec he niras he^ 
yond the reach of our intercessíon» my 
mother continued soliciting his reléase at 
the court of Palermo« I had accompft- 
xiied her in. her periious vóyage from Ss^ 
vona, and had partaken in all her sorrov& 
Young and admired, the world had to me 
a variety of charms, when it was proposod 
by our confessor ihat I should reoDUno» 
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it, and take the veil in a convent of tbe 

Carthuaka order \ and» by thus giving am 

ea^ly proof of orthodoxy and piety, I 

might at once rescue our house from the 

charge of unsound iaitli» atone for the 

ofieace of my father, and parchase his 

freedom. My mother consultad her royal 

patroness : the Queen had distinguished 

me by her ñvour, and desíred to speak 

with me on the subject. She found my 

vtews were adverse to monastic seclusion^ 

atíd proposed to me marriage as an ho- 

nourable expedient, announcing a con- 

quest I had made, as I was returning.from 

my devotions, of a lover, vi'hose ñame 

alone was sufficient to restore liberty to 

my father, and reinstate us in our iat- 

feited catates. Thís was no other than 

Gtñdo de Montford» grandson of our re- 

morseless enemy, and son of that Earl of 

Leícester whose deeds are so celebrated m 

tibe English annals. Guido was high in 

iayour with King Charles ; rich^ gay, and 

piof|»»rous \ but the blood of the Counts 
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of Thoulouse boiled in my ydns, aad 
my first thought was,— how should I ven- 
tare into my dear fether's presence, after. 
having purchásed his liberty by such an 
alliatice ? My mother thought diíBFerently. 
She saw, in this spiendid unión, much to 
gratiíy her ambition, as well as the pros» 
pecti of freedom to a belove4 husband. 
She argued, that the young Count Mont- 
ford might not ihberit the,savage qualitíes 
of hís famiiy, his father^s álliance *with 
the roya! blood of England and Angou- 
léme giving him an equal clairn to their 
iilustrious qualities ; that he was coum- 
german to two princes, my near kinsmen, 
who ranked highest among the iilustrious* 
youth of christendom, Edward and Henry 
Plantagenet, both champions of the cross, 
and expected to visit SicUy in their way to 
. the Holy Land. She did not conceal her 

wish, that the Count de Montford sbould 

> - ' 

introdtice me to my royal kindred as his 

bride. I had never seen Guido, but my 

abhorrence to the ñame of Montford was 

I 
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insuperable. Setter, Isaid, waJs the flinty 
couch of the Carthu^an cell, than the 
velvet canopy of the destróyer o£ . my. 
race. Every frightful narrative which I 
had beeti told in my infancy, to excite 
my abhorrence of bigotry and cruelty, 
would ríse to my recollection. But my 
feeliñgs took another turn, , when my 
weeping áiother placed before my eyés 
the inquisitor and his familiars át the task 
of torture* * Where is thy father ?' she ^ 

. exclainíed. I «answered- in anguish, 
* Where is Count Montford ?' and held 
out my hand, as if ready to accompany 
hím to the altar. * 

" Too ?oon did I behoW him intro- 
duced as an acCepted lovert Merciful 
heaven ! eyen at this distance of time my- 
heart shrinks at the recoUection. I 
averted my eyes, and thought I beheld 
my father oii thé rack. Ilooked at him, 

* and saw the counterpart of the man at 
vhose stem mándate my grandfather^s 
naked body was lashed, till Ufe almost 
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issucd from the wounds* Ev.^ my tnoW 
fjlf r was shockjed at the deep desigte o£ 
Quído's ferocbus eye. She agaía ápi^iaÜ 
to the Queen» and confessed that filial 
{ñety could hardly subdvie my aversión tct 
this marriage. That prineess bid n9 feas 
lús power, but prbposed tq Montford ibaá 
the solemnizatioa ^uld be deferred titt» 
by the restoration of Manfred to his &^ 
mily, he gave proof of his sinceríty. 

" During this respite» a galiey entered 
the harbour,^ bearíng on it9 flag the arms 
of England quartered vnth those of Cas* 
tile. The v¡sitor& were Prince Edward^ 
his consort, and his cou^im Heary, at-» 
tended by a noble train of kiiight$ and 
ladies. Spiendid preparations were niad^ 
for their reception. I was permitted ttf 
see úie cavalcade enter the palace; and 
dcem it not, daughter, the prejadice of 
age when I say, that the presenc times 
cannot shew such an assemblage of héroes, 
glorlous without the appendage of pomp, 
great in their noble simpíicity, exalted by 
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tMr 9ictio9t8» The restorer of tbe mo* 
na^chy of England carne firsc ; the badge 
of bis sacred deaiinatíoñ was conspicuous 
G» hi3 armf siq^rior majesty disrin^ 
giiish^ his pe^rson, while benignity shone 
in. bis aispect. . }& cha^e spouse rodé by 
hi^ ^de^ fearing no peril in bis socíety^, 
addt xn tís absence, insensible of every 
pleasure. Párdon me, lady, if 1 digress 
in admiration. of this illustrious and faith* 
ñú p^« Many a bero folLowed, willing 
m for&it their Uves, so théy might tear 
dowa tbe crescent, and Vescue that land 
froBt ^ poUution of iníideis, which had 
been ballowed by the footsteps of thetr 
Divine Master. But nearest the Prkice, 
ia rank as in virtue, rodé be- who be* 
carne lord of my hand and fortune, Henry 
Plantagenet.** , 

Alicia, interrupting^ exclaimed,— **The 
youog Prince, whom England so long 
and deeply bewailed, whose untimely death 
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fient his fóther^ broken-hearted, to the 
grave V* 

** The same," resumed Lady Emmc- 
üne^ .as a tear silently stole down her ^^ 
thered cheek. ^^ And was he the hus* 
band you deplore ?'' inquired the Coun* 
tess* of Lancasten '^ I have survived 
him nearly fiíty years," retumed the aged 
abbess, ^^ npt only to know that the worid 
cannot supply his loss, but (oh grief most 
insupportable^save by the aids óf religión!) 
to know that I was the cause of hispre- 
matüre death." 

These exchmations direrted Alida's 
mind frpm the sympathy whichthe abbess's 
narrative excited,and reñxed it oñ her ovn 
calamíties. She started, and exdaimed, 
— ** That conviction may be supported.*' 
, ^* Grace/* replied the abbess, ^* is pow- 
erful, though ¿lithful ]ove is weak/^ 
** Faitbful love," replied Alicia» *' could 
not endure such a reflection ; but Lancas^ 
ter never loved, or would he, in one Etde 
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ye^9 forget the woman he believes he ha$ 
murdered?'* 

The word was spoken ; Alicia would 

have given worlds to have recalled it; 

but recollectíoa carne too late. It was, 

however, intrustcd to secresy and honóur, 

axvd necessarily led to a fuU disclosure of 

sdl her afflictions. But extenuating aíFec- 

úoiíf while it aggravated her own previous 

provocations, suggestedthe póssibility, that 

her hasband might not intend her destruc- 

tion. On weighing every circumstance, 

Lady Emmeline corroborjated that hope« 

Still.the conyiction, that Lanqastér hever 

loved her, was painfully imprinted on 

Alicia's mind ; he must, at least, suppose 

that the cup he had given her caused her 

death, and would not aíFectíon have taught 

him to devote a longer period ta the 

memory of the terrified wretch, who 

clasped his kneee, and sued for mercy ? 

Her innocent boy, too, — so soon to be 

reconciled to the loss of so endearing an 
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itifant ! *— to become a tlirivíng woocr, 
and lead^ with smiles, a gay bride to Ú¡\t 
altar ^orer the grave óf bis wife and his 
soB ! Alicia sobbed aloud, wept, and 
prayed for patience : thén, witb mingled 
self«reproof and jealous pique, added, -^ 
^' But it was just that I should be made 
to feel how leve lingers ín the house irf 
death. How often, while my fcvity led me 
to neglect Matilda's sorro^s, have I said» 
' She weeps too much for Beauchamp. 
Did she expect hor lover should be exetnpt 
from the common lot of mortality ?' Ma* 
tilda's tears zjte now dríed, and no wón» 
der — -Mrben Lancaster turns eomforter, 
who can weep ?" 

£ven the candour and caution of Lady 
Emmeline, added to the veneration which 
she had imbibed for the pious patriot, did 
not prevent her from owiiing, that ti» 
precipitancy of this second marríage i&- 
volved his condüct in a cloud of suspidqn, 
from which she could only e;ítonerate Imn 
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by suppojBÍag that he satrificed every feel- 
ípg to úie desire of peipetuating his n?tmé 
fttid race. The frankaessof Alicia's confes*- 
^n^ hei'zéai to justify Lancaster, and the 
foufQÜkyofherseif'accusation, had ali the 
effect which such conduct is likely to pro* 
duce on an inteiligent and liberal mind, 
too weU a¿qusánted whh human natüre 
tagive credence to the partial portraits of 
tho^, who, while they blacken their op^ 
ponent wkh the deepest tinge of depravíty, 
invelope their own actions in the suñiiy 
biaza (^ iñnoee'nce. That Alicia had de^- 
served reproóf, «was plain ; that she also 
deserved forgiveness, afiectioú and most 
endeared renfiembrance, ^vas still more evi<^ 
dent. Surely, the character gtven of the 
Earl c^ Lai]icfastex''s implacability by his 
ffiemies must be just, namely, that if any 
oAe ofiended him, he slew him in his wrath. 
Bot) ere this dedsioñ was ñnally adopt- 
ed) Lady Emmeline determined to hear 
from Fath^r Nichdlas tho^e minute partid 

8 



(288 ) 

^ culars to which Alicia's agony prevented 
her attending. The good tnonk lingered 
in the precincts of Kirkiee, a£FectionateIy 
attached to the muniñcent Earl of Lin* 
coln's daughter. Lady Emmeline required 
him £aithfully to relate all the intelligaice 
he liad received. 

He fírst sought the Earl ^ Lancaster at 
Ganford, There, no doubt was enter- 
tained of'the Countess's death; since 
then, the Earl had not been at the castle, 
The servants heard of his being danger- 
ously sick ; and some remarked it was 
from grief, while others said that, as he 
and the Countess were not happy, this 
was impossible. Toung Sir Edmund, and 
one of the attendant ladíes, went away on 
the night of the funeral ; they concluded 
he was sent to some other abode ; but it 
was since supposed that he was dead; 
for the Earl had been heard to exclaim, 
that the same sad day made him childless 
and a widower. No household was kept 
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at Cgnford ; the nagkbouríng peasant^^ * 
weve igooiatit ; and the knighté were at- 
taidmg their Lord, wh& they beUevéd 
wa» OH his way to meet the King. 

From Canford, Father Nicholas pro- 
ceeded to tlie Savoy palace, but nelther * 
the King ñor Lanca$ter were in London. 
The former, ifoused by the insupport- 
zble misery of the kingdom, again talked 
of assembling za army to oppose Bruce^ 
and it was hoped Lancaster would jbin 
him, for it was reported that they were 
retroncUed* The pilgrím monk, there- 
fore, determíned to retum northward; but 
taking Kenilworth in his way, he was 
surprised to hear that the Earl of Lancas- 
ter was there, and that it was a scene of 
nuptial rejoicing. He saw the bride ar- 
rive fram Amesbury with a magniñcent 
tnun^ and heard that she was the wealthy 
heiressof Earl Maurice, once betrothed to 
Qsiy de Beauchamp. He endeavoured 
to get at the speech of the brídegroom, 
voL, ni. o 
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«and sent word, tbat he had most iaq^ortant 
mteUigence to communi^ate, but he cquU 
gain no audience. He watched the castle- 
gate ; but once, when he had got near, he 
was pushed back by a crpwd of suppliants, 
through wbich he vvas too feeble to forcé- 
his way. He then accosted Sir Robect 
HoUand, to whom, as a Ia$t resource, be 
intrusted the íact of Lady Alicta's beiog 
alive ; but instead of the information 
excitiag ;su^pnze or joy, Holland sternly 
answered, that the news jívas $tale, and the 
meanest serving-man in the castle knew it 
to have hastened these auspicious nuptials* 
^^ Hark thee, vile agent of a base impos- 
tor," continued tKe kpigbt, " I this once» 
in pity to thy white hairs,. and the cowl I 
suspect thou hast stolen, will keep tb$ 
lash from thy shoulders ; but let not thy 
face be any more seen pn the Lord Láo« 
caster's demesnes^ lest I stretch thee on 
the rack, and forcé thee to . discover whal . 
thou knowest of that treason/' 

oí 
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' " I attempted to remonstrate," said * 
Ñicholas, pursuing his narrative, •* wheá 
he grasped my shoulder, and gave me va 
charge to a sturdy yeoman ; and surely I 
had béen thrown ínto a dungeon» had not 
the bride passed me at that moment, and 
commanded that I should be set free 
\fhatever were my offences, saying no 
one should weep on the day she rejoiced, 
especially a church-man." 

** Mysterious all, and inexplicable,*^ 
$aid Lady Emmelíne ; *^ but you saw the 
Earl of Lancaster. How looked he?** 
ce Very palé and solenm.** " That was 
not a bridegroom*s cast of countenance/* ' 
" True,*'' replied the raonk, ^^ but he 
was gaily attired ; an^ though I used my 
lH>erty to escape hastily from his demesne, 
ere I passed th^ bounds of the park I 
heard the bridal peal, and saw flags hoísted 
onevery turret of the castle j crowds of 
péasants met me in their hóHdáy garb, the 
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trees M^re dressed with garlands» and ^yi^ 
tongue blessed the noble pair.*' 

." It is enaugh,** returned the abbes$, 
dísmissing Nichoías ; '^ incredulit;^ nxyst 
rest content with this^full dani,r»n^ p.íoot 
IJow can history present U8 with jiist por- 
traits, when frail and íkiit^. n^an holds the 
pencil ? Shall Lancaster be chronícjed as 
a ,isiaitic and a hero, and shall shame be 
the portíon of bis far Je$s feulty wife ? 
"X^et thus it must evqr be, when those 
who cannot discover motives^ af^ called' lo 
4^cribe actions. ]|tf odest virtue and silent 
innocenqe^ seek. oblivion, while a*rt aad. 
vjllainy, borrowing; the ^arb of tionesty^ 
circle their bold frontlets with an h^Io of 
glory." " Much injured lady," said she 
to the Countess, " be, just to thy fame^ 
aíid jdisabus^. ppsterity. Atqw thy wrong$ f 
see^íhe kio^} acense I^casterof coUr 
qpiring thy deatb, and disabuse po^^rity/' 
*<ííever,*' returned tb^ fjaithfuJLwife, so 
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^ help me, Heaven ! Nefver, never, íiever ! 
X.anca^er. may abjure nre, hato me^ load 
tny membry with ínfamy, büt I nevef 
xv'ilt acense him. The sons oí Matñda 
may be Éarls of Lincoln and Salisbufy, t 
yí9Í\\ irot dispute thár rights, ñor (¿taírn ráf 
pateríi2fl landsj I havé ütíñe wiA ^íhfe 
world fot evér. Here, wTiere 1 iírét dis- 
covered the important úáes df ,lifé, 1 >^tíl 
pass the remainder of my sad pídbátioñ. 
Here, where insfity a gentle breást 'fhrob's 
widí pity for my woes, will I lay toe do'v^ñ 
in peace, knowing that the flowers \vhk:fi 
strew my grave will be moistened with 
tears of affection. Do íiot, most kind 
lady, refiíse the sanctuary of your holy 
walls to a forlom outcast, whose life is a 
curse to him she best lores. Soft ! there 
is mortal agony in that thoughtj — O 
help to ward it from my cold heart! 
Lend me your experience, your wisdom^ 
venerated mother ! Talk to me of the 
strange events that you have seen. Did 
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no perplexed chain of circumstaaces 
occur ín your Piedmontese valleys, or 
at the Sícilian courtí that may justííy a 
belief, or even a hope, or say only a 
bare possibility, that Lañcaster has not 
been whoUy a deceiver; that he did 
not inteñd to destroy me \ that he is not 
now ezulting in the success of his scheme ? 
Let hhn be prejudiced, misled» seduced \ 
any thing but such a being» who» while 
his deeds confirm the depravity of his 
epecies, I can never desire» ñor expect to 
rgoin b time or in eternity.'' 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Unequal tuk ! a pasMon to resigOy 

Vot hearts so toucVd, so pierc*^ so lost ai »ine. 

Ere such a soal r^ains its ))eacerttl state, 

Ho«r often must h love, bow dten htte I 

How ofteo hope, despair, resent, regret, 

Cooceal, disdain, áo all thíngs but fbrget t PoF£. 

nPHOÜQH neither. resentment n6r 
revenge could find admission into 
AUcia'8 affectionate and flexible charactd*, 
in one instance that character seemed 
to have acqutred stabiHty, for gríef was 
her constant, we m^ saj her cheríshed 
guest. Like all those often envied but 
pidable beings, whóse youth has been 
distínguished by an extraordmary' degree 
of parental indulgence, which, while it 
deepens the acoteness of their sensibility 
to feel neglect; and unkindness, depríves 
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them of fbrtitude to encounter sorroW) 
and patience to endure it^ she carne tp 
her severe triáis as a naked iníánt, ship- 
wrecked on a rocky coast, dashed to and 
fro by furíous hreakers.. No. sooner did 
Lady Emmeline fully apprecíate her cha- 
racter, than with affectioa for its suacep- 
tibility, and pity for its >veakness» 
she yielded tp her deske of taking the 
veil, considering her as one of those who, 
being environed with triáis to which their 
strength is unequal, may albwably, ev^n 
in the moroing of Ufe, enter th;it quiescent 
^te» which tlie laws of soci^ ia.geM^ 
fal ozUy jperiQ)t«>to th^ tir^» delxUtated 
labpurer^ on whom the sun of ^sjstenoi 

« * 

16 gQÍD|g 4own. The path^ wher^ A 
firm 9nd equable núnd w^ht walk» wis 
tp}M^ia:f>ia(;ticable} apd.e¥qnfi[Uf)|i06Íi)g 
giief ^ul4 yield to tíme, aipuá some nevt 
' obji^ again a^ve her HfSider; aiS^ctíons^ 
so ^ to tempt her retw» to (he w^tM^ 
w^ tjkere not 4»use ip fear, diat the 
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ardency of her feelitigs might^agahí drh« 
hér odl- the tockd which htid before de¿ 
stroyed her peace. No quálittes aré M 
iifistíked to emiñent rañk gtid esttensriré 
'rdationd, ás aeute séñsibitky and an iñ* 
dülged halrit of brooding met ciirdtoés 
ifroe$. 

After havSng detérmined on tí^tifig fhé 
vdl, Alicia had no diíEctílty m thoóslng 
the place of her retreat Amesbtírv, ^¿ 
deed, stül eónt^ed her agtd üiot^efi 
úñd die illusttidus relative of her btü^ 
bsmd, the Priacess Mary ; but to íld^et 
of these persons could shé make kerdiíf 
known, without discovering what '^ 
wished for ever tó conceal *-^the story óf 
her conjugal mi^ery. Hiat magnificeftl 
íüíd royaity endowed pile had also ^ncé 
Aeltered the temporary woed ^ Matilde) 
but tjfie ..charity whkh Alicia 8o largelf 
ekercised toward her husband diá mk 
extend tó that lady. Self-love had fKft 
M totally Sttbsided as to make ti>ei[ aHéW 
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d^t. tbe h^art of Lancaeter coul4 haye 
been alienated by aay superior claim :Of 
afiection, beauty, or deseí i. Matilda 'w^s 
discreety, diíGd€&t) resei^ved. Hypoqísy 
all ! The qiuckness of Aücia^s feelio^s, 
equally, alive to tend^riiess and dislik^, 
preserved their natíve irritablity yákefi 
(he imt^e of tbis lady was pre^nsed to 
her reiiieii4>r^nce ; añd tbe baris walls 9f 
b^ oell,; or ihe .apare table of tbe re£ec- 
tOTYf w^j^ never , druly mortifícatioo^» 
imks9 ber thougbts, glanciQg i^om cbister 
•^enery^ ñ^ed on tbe daugbter of ^1 
Mavrice^ th$ secretly-beloved of Laiifa^ 
lerfs fipuU (for whom she had been n^- 
.Houdy jemoved,) sitting in hfí¿^ pomp in 
jroyal Kenilwpr tb* Ferhjaps tbere ; are^ few 
&»ale bearts yñap mil npt coaceive thjs 
Itpiejof envy to be. pardqnable, v^hm it is 
i4ded i tbat b^r mind's eye alsq p^ini^ 
},^Qa8ter at ber side, exuldng in tl^e 
hf^ppier. cboice of bis maftured j^dgmeiiit« 
líWtÍly.(for:,itJ»t( w^y padoest Iwl.lbe 
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'withdrew her tfaoughts from tfais train, 
and endea^oured to ñx them on other 
objects, by gazing on the pinnacles 
of ^klee. ^* Dear humble roof/* said 
she, *^ whose deep repose has never been 
^ophaned by the presence of that artful 
lady, who novr usurps my state and hap* 
piness, though, unlike lofty Amesbury, no 
queen pr princess ever found your aisles 
the loM^er courts of heaven, your dark 
cloisters and embowered groves have not 
been soiled by the footsteps of her, wbo, 
we&ring sorrow as a becoming garb» 
meditated an invamon of my rsghtSé 
Her voice has never joined in your 
anthems: those limes never screened her 
from the sun, as she wandered in her 
bridal mnsings. There, thén^ I may ^snJk 
and uñáis: of Lancaster. No, J must 
think of -bím ño more, ibr he is tké 
hud>and^ of another. Be It to. Yet, ho8¿ 
pitabte Kirklee, seat 6f true piety and 
génJeróos pif y^^ íiiy' ' sanctuary aúd . my 

o 6 
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tomb» a ;grate(ttl refiígee ^aU jnake jirár 
«sylum jíH m&re .invkiog ^ to futwe 
mownQr^ ! My ami«8^!aent '^aU. be io 
decórate youir chapeL vnth every cunóos 
omamé^t my taste or.9kiU caá devise/' 
IJefse ^mcUy-glanciog nKemory rec9^ied 
to tiesr th^ught tbe airy .antire aad ligjbt 
csirol QÍ thfi wood-nymph, which bad 
ralsed X«wca3ter's w^r ;to jis dün^tx» aod 
aeakd hei* oTiin^oouai. Wouki ihe dober 
gcey of her present fcabít cabíate tibe gi:^ 
of tfaat nebdlÍQus levity? The üreqni^ 
noYÍce dropt jipoa her kBees, kisaed ber 
octtcifix, and oschaDged vain retroi|N3Ctkm 
íoc «alutary pcay en 

|ussbns^ iempfted but nxA eosnafed» mst 
iber a TÍctor Bor a>capdve. bút «a tniütáot 
fiooibatant, the Jovely votaicss fadd <fli 
ker beaven-wardcourse» Lady EouBtejüaei 
aad ber genáe daugbteiís peiseveted in 
tfas kjnd (offices of syinpatfa^ ánd inÉCsu% 
:Mau ' .-Dhe fomat conU cali to «ind ao 
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cocrespondeat nárradve to Ughten tbt 
heavy char^ of crueity and periidy 
liriKh lay OH the £arl of Lancaster, fout 
as a tale of sorrow had stroi^ attracrions; 
sfae agam nesoméd the iitscory úf her ovm 



^ Tbe behavioiuf of f&e £i^li$h princes 
at the court of Sicí)y/' said ^e, ^^ soon 
iixid€ k appárent that ipiéing the ivife df 
Mofitford would not baT« gíven me a claini 
toiiheir iaTOur • Of aU the nobles who urere 
piteaented to •IVince Edwárd, Guido alone 
vas xecáfeá- vith cM and distaiK atten- 
tioü.; Vog Gharies renutrlced this ibrced 
dvüity, 60 dífferent from his wonted be» 
lumoir, n^hith, thoi^h «ajesdcy was 
giacious»" * Your noble kinsman/ said 
thé Kfiogy ^ 18 óne of my best and truest 
knights/ ^ i faonour tfae trae knights of 
the hoqntable mbharch \dio regales me 
in im palaee/ answered the hero ; ánd, 
steppíng i>y Mcaitford, tóbk the hand of 
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«n Apulian barón who had served undet 
las bannér in Gascony. 

*^ There were reveliings and maskmgs 
at court in honour of the strangers. The 
free manners whích a Frenchi sovereign 
had introduced, allowed me to be present 
at these, though the custom of Ifály 
gianted that privflege to matrons oüly. 
In the course of the evening, I was selected 
tó dance witíi Príncé H^ry, after which 
he continued to converse wzth m^ ásking 
if I could shew htm the unfoftnnáte beauty 
who was aflianced to Guiído de Montford* 
My héait trenibied at the es^pression, büt 
I truly aoswered^ she is not present. The 
Prince looked incredulousi.Lrighdy sus- 
pectéd that he had been tcld who I>waS4 
^ Perhaps/ said he, ^ sheris prepanng her 
nupc^l chaplet ; but, if ydu' kñow tiié 
lovely victim, tell her Henry Plántagenél 
ad vises hér to make it^ oí' cypress.' 
f Doe5 any peril,* then/saidl) ^duieatsn 
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íhe Count de Montford ?' * No other/ 
replied . thé Prince, * than what aw^its 
every other viUáin/ 

*^ I retumed múi iiícreased abhorrence 
of my proposedspouse, and,— -whyshould 
I aSect an ezemptíon from the feeiings of 
my sex;and age? — with dawiiing affection 
for him who seemed fhus interested in 
my hte., AU the Queea's ladies were 
Iqud m praising the £ng}ish princes, a3 
i^^ltless models of grace and beauty« 
The one in che prime of maahood» tall, 
dignified, and commanding even in hís 
urbanity ; , the other in the fiower .of 
youth, gay, insinuatinjg and lovely. The 
tetrospection of a Ufe inveloped in the 
clouds of S0Fi[0W9 gives a| sunny lustr;; 
ta. the remembrance of my. bríef daya of 
fi^light. Oh, my daught^r» if I had not 
also &^dly loved, how should J liavjff 
knovm how to pity thee ! . 
^,j ** .While, witb the dangerous licence of 
youth, I allowed my.se)f to frame an. iin|L; 
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ginary scheme of happiness whíich niight 
have been my portion, could Henry and 
Guido have changed their identity and 
their inclinations, I was roused from the 
dreams of fictíon to endure and consolé 
íeai distress. The Queen had disco vered, 
by means of hér confessor, who was' a 
{)ominican, thát my íárher had certainly 
perished, and she no longer átiowed üs to 
be cheated by false hopes, or fhat I should 
be sacrifíced to obtain what was beyond 
mortal power to bestow* She knew our 
reluctance to the marriage, and that my 
^onsent was only wón by the promise of 
my father's fiíe and freedom, and, as she 
had proposed the> match from friendstup 
to US9 she took upon herself the respon¿« 
bility of dissolving it. ^nowing Guido's 
maücioüs temper and influence with the 
King, address was necessary.. She pre^ 
vailed that he should be appoínted am- 
bassador to the holy see, and then de> 
clared that ter aJBFection would not permit 
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her to give up my society. Montford 
daimed his contract ; the Queen replied 
that it was conditioaal» depenák^ upon aU 
eagagemant wbich he had nót fuiñlled, 
-*-the .Siétir iMcuoired's liberty. Guido 
¡nsísted that bk exertkms for ;tfaat purpose 
had heax sincere and stresíuoas» and he 
argued thé injustioé of his i^igning the 
woman of his héart, ánd forfekmg the 
reward of his services, by an event com-* 
man to mortality, and vfaich human skili 
ooiild adther obriate ñor retard. ^ Surely/ 
be addedy ^ being thus deprived óf a 
iather's cate» inakes the protection of a 
husbbnd mote reqüiáce to the Lady 
Emmeline/ The Queen insistéd that 
ivhateK-er m^hit be my future determina*-' 
tion» rny fír^ ^orxows should not be inter* 
rupted> CouLd the visits of an accepted 
lover, he ásked, be an intruiáon ? The 
Qkieen reptied, that the circumstances of 

the Sieur Manfred's death tecaUed to the 

« 

niemory of his family events» Ifbich tnádé' 
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the ñame of Montfotd painful. Girido 
bowed, and said he understood her. 
As an agent to save an heretical brand 
from burning, he might be useful, but 
an excommunicated race couid not for- 
give his descent from a blessed saint and 
martyr, who lost bis life in endeavouring 
to gather them into the true fold* * Wkh 
such sentiments,' rejoined the Queen, 
< surely, Count Montford, it wouid be 
vise in you to wkhdraw your pretenskms 
to a lady, whom you seem to think goq* 
taniinated by the misfbrtunes of her asi^ 
cestors.' ^ It would have been wiser, 
Madam/ he replied, * had I nev^ placed 
them there ; but my suit is avowed^ my 
pretensbns are pubiic, honour and Ctms» 
tlan charity alike bind me to perso- 
verance. I must marry Lady Emmeüne^ 
as the means of recondling her ti> the 
church; and woe to the presumptuous 
gallant who disputes niy pretepsions !' 
^* With this threat he set out for R^me, 
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only yieldíng, at the Queen's persuasions, 
his design of visiting me before his de- 
parture. The first time I quitted the 
chamber of mourning, was to pay my 

• 

duty to my royal patronéss. The Prin- 
cess of England was with her. My gríef 
for my father's death was too extreme to 
be restrained by the presence of royalty. 
The heart of Eleanora was the seat of all 
the domestic virtues ; she iiiquired why I 
wept, and attempted to consolé me. The 
Queen annouticed my lineage and hi^ 
tory ; and repeatmg the conversation she 
hs^ held with Guido, expressed her fears 
of his revengeiul temper ; from the eflfects 
of which, if it took one direction, even 
her interference could not save me, since 
the power of the inquisition in Italy pre- 
dominated over that of sovereigns. Never 
shall I forget the benign iook Eleanora cast 
upon me, as she offered to save me from 
the peril which hung over me. A lady 
matemally allied to her spouse should 
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tiot, she saíd, be dragged to the altar, a 
Victim to the malice of a premedítating 
tyrant. She described the conduct of 
the house of Montford in Englañd, tTie 
baseness with which the father of Ottidó 
hzá seduced th€ sister of íhe King, an4 
thus induced a necessity for consentíng tó 
his marriage to her, as a salvo for her 
honbur ; the cruelty with which he cver 
treated her, his vilé ingratítude to his 
royal brother and munificent patrón, *Ihs 
repeated rebdlión^, and brutal insóleoce 
^to the King and his son, áffér hehad 
taken them prisonersj ánd, fínally, his 
aspiring to the crown, which induced the 
barons to desert him, and roüsed l^e dor- 
mant loyahy of the Earl of Gloucéster, 
to free Prince Edward, her husband, who, 
at Ev^sham, defeated and slew the traitQf, 
and reinstated King Hcnry on his thróne. 
Of Guido, she would say no more than 
fhat he was a son truly vvorthy such a . 
fath er. 
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^^ After this detall^ tbe Princose pro- 
posed to aáve me from so detejrmiiiedl 
and unworthy a lover, by taking rae witíi 
hcr to Palestine. With joy I embraced 
her offer ; and my mother's fears for my 
life overcoming her regret at parting with 
me, I was pjávately removed to the 
galley^ aftcr receiving from the -Hiother oí 
whom I was the only solace, her blessing 
and a parting embrace ; its pressure I still 
seem* to feel : it was the last, as well as 
the dearest ! These hands were not per- 
mitted to cióse the eyes of either of my 
parents. You weep, lady, and tell your 
beads* It is a painful duty^ but, like 
eyery other oi£^r|ng which we pay to, 
yirtuous sensibility^.it has its reward," 

The abbess paused, pitying Alicia's 
emotion^ but ignorarit of the self-accusa- 
tioo with which it was accoi^panied. After 
a mental supplication £br forgiveness»^ 
the Countesis intreated Lady Etomeline 
to proceed. 
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^^ The counseliors of Prmce Edward 
objected to bis receiving the affianced mñr 
of Montford into bis protection, urging 
. the danger of bis again embroiling bis 
iamily witb tbat turbulent bouse; but 
Eleanora told my bistory, and Henry 
pleaded bis motber's descent from the 
bouse of Erovence. * Surely/ said he, 
^ we sball in nothing offend againét ^ 
our cbaracter as Christían knigbts, by 
extending our aid to our unfriended kins- 
woinan, wbom a baptized Saracen wisbes 
to entbrall in tbe most cruel bondage. 
You, Sir,' addressing bimself to Prince 
Edix^ard, '' cannot have forgotten the 
indignities you suffered wben Guido was 
made your warder, and insulted your 
cs^tivity. Ñor have I forgiven his coai«^ 
mitting the honour ^of my father^ who^ 
moved by his clemency to act as mediatOr 
between the King and the capdve Mont* 
fords, procured fór them not only tbe 
Uves which they had forieited by treason, 
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ateo the assurahce of a pensión, on 
coD^tion c^ their surrendering their ca$- 
tles, and quittíng the kingdom. The 
grace being obtained, the grant signed, 
and the prisoners freed, their adherents, 
wtth equivocating baseness, retained the 
strong holds; wh'ile Guido and hisbro-. 
theis visited the continental courts, every- 
where blackening the Engiish ñame, and. 
trying to raise troop8 to créate fresh com*- 
motions in thát coontry, whose mercy^ 
they experienced instead of its justice. 
He who breaks his oath ^th man will' 
not keep it with woman. I will not. 
^ound the chaste ear of your princess,- 
by dwelling on the gross víces of that 
stíckler for religious purity ; suffice it to 
say, that we are called to rejoice that 
tbis r rose of . Provence is happily rescucd 
from his grasp. For myself, by the 
sword of kmghthood, which I received 
from King Henry, I swear to be the- 



Ii9d]^£imiieline'&champíaft9 ándito dfafeiwd 
hi^ kom a suicor,. who voocs vrUs^ 
tlireats, and terriács bis. vic^m to .im 

^' I was 8Qon iafocmed of Pdace 
Henry's incerference inriny ¿ivour ; aad 
gratitudie, iúcteamkg my záwiríáony cook 
fírmfid my love. Thac (j[uick-s¡gbted: 
pawon. soon commoaicated our mutual 
afiection to each (^erf ¡md ere we 
mcbed the Holy Land, our eyes had ex«. 
cbanged vows of fid^ty. Duríng our 
Moyiige» we coñversod much togeth^^ 
poetry and music were our i^emes, tbe. 
soulréntraiicíng ofispríng of die rích 
hxpjff. valleys» whfire my enlíg^tened an* 
c^tQrapatconized die liberal arts. Priuce 
Hmry knéw many ofthemost celebratcd 
ttoubadouro ;. be had beard. their adven-- 
tuces, . and: cauld recite tbeic song& We 
o6en passed tbe night on deck, ^^rbile tbe 
moon jooked from a doudle^ sky on^ 
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a calm sea, réflécting only the azure 
firmamént of heaven. Then, while the 
Princess and her ladies touchcd their liítes 
in soft cadenee, Prince Henry's mcUow 
voicccaroled those strains which inspíred 
the tenderness they described. But sóon 
did eartWy passionis yíeld to suWimer 
feéliñgs. The watcher at the mast-head 
discerned the coást of Palestine ; instantly 
cvery oraamént of attire was laid asíde, and 
the Priñce and the galley-slave, aKke dis- 
claiming al! sublunary distinctions in the 
general character of sinners acknowfeg- 
ing the mercies óf redemption, sunk upon 
their knees, confeesed their transgressionsj 
and received absolution. The príests 
then began to cháunt the litaniesy in which 
every marinei: joined, as weñ as in the 
triutnphant Té Deum, which fóUówed v 
those exercises cí humility. Tkus we 
éntered the port of Joppa, where, prbs- 
trating themselves on the earÁ^ all the 
pUgrinos, as they kissed the hallowed soiU 
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believed tbeir' offences pardoned^ and the 
gales of heavea opened for their receptíon. 
^* We oontinued to rejoice» but care 
and sorrow clouded the brow of our 
princely leader. In vain did he seek in 
the harbour for the ships of the King of 
France, his brother-crusader, on whose 
co>q)eration his hopes of planting the 
cross on the walls of Solyma eittirely 
depended. He was soon met by a puf" 
sutvant, not sent to inform him that^ie 
pbus monjarch had made anotber port, 
but to communicate ipost disastrdus news. 
The climate of África had withered the 
fiower of Christendom. The French 
foroes had iprintered aC Tunis } a pes^toice 
had broken out in the camp^ which had 
not only buned in those sndy pisóos 
many a bold and pious kiúght^ wbo 
ardently pant^* for glorious- eaterprize, 
but the Kkig himsalf,- the ^em and spr 
of Europe, al&e reQowi^edfor hisfñecy 
to God, ^md htsr.fideUty to-man» • Stfll 
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sQOfe destroc^ve; was it tO/tüfe hispes 9f 
C¡i;ÍQce £dw^^9 to b« infpriae4 f^hat thf 
«09» of Saint Louis» Pbitip A^güstiis» more 
Iptent to wrest axi eartblf crown f^qpi 
otl^ers than to Sjeqir^ an eteriial t^ey^fí, 
the death of l^is hxher reaounqed thf 
cni^e^ apd Hnnijediately retumed wíth 
Ifi^íqxces to.France. Thp eavy ^z^ 
hatrc^ which he; h^d. evq* boine to ú^§ 
English pnpce, jpstiíi^d tbe. presampdo» 
that he desí^íied to surpme.GuieuB^ a2i4 
Qasc<»iy, which, by ^narriag^ or descait^ 
bad long bem ^efs of the crowa of Eog^ 

*^ A council watsiqímediately sum^ioif^ 
aiid^many of the noble^ treiQ^lif]ig fqr tt^ 
fyíe of these v^uable possession^^ advisod 
that the army should retum tp EajTope^ 
It «vas stated that, thus deserted» the forcé 
of EaglajDd was too sroall to hqpe for suc^ 
ce^shy. hmiian ipeans, and i( w^spr^^umpR 
tUQUS to e^pect mkacjes. Stro^g 9l^^ kh 
wurage and in faitb, ^{l^ai^ ^^^P^ 
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tíiese tiniid coancils. He m^d thécmt- 
tempt which the infidas wotild férf fot 
Chrístendom, if England, imltatíng tíie 
exainple of Franca, lowered thé cross to 
the crescent, áñd prcferred temporal 
tiéwi or cold cautíoh, to thoise fearfess 
resolves and thát chivalrops contempt 
of danger, which had once led Coetir ^áe 
Lion ínto the heart of Rtlestine. Nei*r 
should it be said, that ene ^;trho bosMed 
cónsanguinity with that hero femltereá^it 
the threshold, after having bóasted that fíe 
would foUow his steps. Overhearíng sófiie 
of his knights debate about re^imbarkmg 
their equipage, he smote his breast in an* 
guish, aiid sworé he woüld relieve beléa- 
guered Acre, though only accompanied by 
his faíthful esquife. 

*^ At this instant was píainly seen the 
policy óf deciáve behaviour, and the mflu- 
ence of true courage. Though success 
seemed hopeless, when their Prince ad- 
vanced his banner, not an Englishman 
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víQialii fetreau I see diem now beoding 

^r ward <m theír >speaxis,' ihecoloQr.aher*^ 

nately flushing and fadingia'their^theeksy 

fsa^iog ({uestiofíiiig glanoes on eachochery 

d^at seemed to aay, ^ Deáth lies.in ambusk 

beyoiid those palm^trees, btxt the son of. 

€Hftr Kmg sjhtall xK>t be his only victim»! 

While the remembranceofi distant tica 

;iad: all .the feeliogs pf fraternal .ana 

ültal relations struggied in tbm. bo8ooi^ 

wil^ beroic ardipu£ aiid genqrous .^bame» 

Skiíaora, whom her adinifing husba^d 

.p^rniitted to be present al h]$ co.uncil^ 

ütsjL fose» atidy wrap|)ing her mantle 

^rcM^iid hi^F, pointed to AcFe witb a 

smile of calm fortitude, ^signifying b^r 

wilUngness ímmediately to accompany her 

lord. It séemed as if the barons io^^antly 

&rgot those absent cónsorts and the 4ear 

aSspring, wbich but a moment before 

drew their regréts to £ngland, in admira^ 

tion of the generous Princess. Thy fether, 

iady» was the fírst who spoke* Adopt- 
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iog Ibe ironb EieAiors tíkd focmeriy üted, 
he ¿Kdámed^-^ ^^Ehtwzj to heáyen hí 
Qeáier'6iimTkIe8tme than fromEü !*' 

Notlímlaii' deBerted,' inany peers of dier 
ghdahgftred provinces were prescnt, bitt 
ftidmdud imerests were foigotteiu They 
iffould leaTe their estates, ükj said, to tbs 
careof Providenceandall&ithñil Qhrié» 
áans, i«rbite they nGOtrched to ovdthiMr 
Ae Soldán of Jaffsu ''* 

^* But vrhen thls ferrour sonté^iHlstf 
ábated^ Edward saw that duty requireil 
him ¿01 to abandon his brave G^ú^ 
¿oñs. He knéw their fídelity, and úúhf 
featéd lest surprize ot tr^acheiy migfat 
throw theih luto the iyower of PhÜip. 
Tó'apprize the govemorsi of the cides of 
(heir danger,' and prepare his subjects to 
mamtkiñ their rights, it was necessary that 
Some illüstríous and honourable Captain 
shoulá be dispatched, capable of confíden- 
tíaliy coinmunicaring the apprehensions of 
the Prince, and of suppopting by his per- 
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so¿al worth che dignity of his gorenunent* 
Ebr this pui^wse £diKard selected hi& 
eottsin Henry, tbe endeared (xm^d of 
his privaciesy and the leflex of his yir-> 
mes. Flatteríng and honourable a» was 
this: commissbn, Henry regretted that it 
w0ttld prevent him from partakúi^ th^ 
glonous dasger of . his beioY^ conv* 
mandier; and he:^uired if he. %ere 
dcemed unwortby to die with lúm^.a 
cfaampioa of the cross. ^ We shaU meet 
ia heaven i' 'said Edward* In heavea 
they have now met ; but never naore on 
eiaith did these iUustríotis fnends eKcfaange 
the ^nbraoe of a£Fecpon! Yet shorts* 
síghted mortals, who witnessed tbdr separa 
ration, migudged.the lot of bim tQ wbom 
they ^upposed length of days. would \^ 
awarded. 

.^* .While the^dley waited agale to waft 
Pxince Henry back to Eyrope» be told hkl 
royal kíáaman that be b^ a bocm to ask. 
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** I have giren thee full powers/ Mtarned 
the other, ^ to act as my delégate at 
Bourdeaux, with equal authority and 
dignity 38 myself/ * Have you not 
foundi^ said Henry, smiling, and lookmg 
alternatdy at the Príncess Eleanora a^d 
at me, > that the chair of stato is Icmélj 
with^Dut a partner?^ Ed^vQrd under- 
stood the allusioii, soid' observed ^hat a 
dragón goardéd the fruit of thai? íaii^'gar^ 
den. My gallant lover replied^ ^^ ^VJhea 
the Lády Emmeline permitted me la 
tmdicate her t freedom, that dragón 
ivafi^ toaspectre. I have i^rved ro^ 
protatioa as her koigfat, and i now erayé 
to protect her retum to Europe in the 
dearer character of her husband/' 
i " * Fair rose of Provece/ satd Prince 
Edward to me, ^ sprung from a honse 
twice altied to that of Pkñtagenet by 
happy marriages, welcome to a natioñ 
«hfchy Uke its patrón saint, is ptedged to 
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úisff^nd the rights of beanty, aad then to 
«f:iaio> it as tbeir reward/ As he spoke, 
; Im gave my . yielded hand to Henry ; and, 
^leadÍQg US to the Príncess, asked her to 
accompany me to the ahar, That day 
Archhishop Theobald pronounced the 
nupt^l benedictioD. The next we sailed 
fot Italy, it bang Edward's wish to pro- 
cure the Popéis anathema against the pre« 
t?|isions of Philip to the English province^, 
and to denounce him a deserter of the 
Christian cause. 

" After a short and prosperous voyage, 
we landed in the papal territories, where 
PrinceHenry's own deserts, added to those 
pf h¡skiosman,who8ecominÍ8$ion he bore^ 
ensured to him every mark of attentioa 
9ná hoóour. At all the towns through 
wb>ch we passed, he was received as the 
champion of the cross ; and our joumey 
was expedited by every convenieace that 
could conduce to our comfort. ..Pro^e^ 
rity and security were to me new condi« 

P 5 



( 3" ) 

tion^ of life ; and, like a long encaged bird 
just liberated, as I spread my wings tathe 
8un, I shivered beneath bis beams. Hie 
honours whidí the holy see bestowed on 

thePrince my htisband could not efface 

»» 

_ the recollection, that, from the same tri- 
1)unal, íssúed those decrees whidh had 
óverwhelmed my ancestors. Evcn when 
lie . returtiei from ah aucfience with the 
PontiflF, graced by his benedictions, I trem- 
bled ; for he carelessly named Guido dé 
Montford among the nobles who were 
assembled ín the Vatícan palace. Instantly 
the idea of that man^s dark eyé and fero- 
cious countenance i;^ere' presented to my 
mlnd, and I ihquired how he looked. 
* Nothjng but my confidence in my Em- 
meline,* saíd Henry, gaily, * ^n prevetít 
my jealousy, when she is thus hlqüisttifé 
respecting thé health and comeliñess of mjr 
rival. iShalI I gratify the pride of beanty 
by saying he looked a^ I should hatve 
looked' had you been his wife?* ^Trifler, 

2 
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awaji' rq>Iied I; > sport not with mf 
fears ; you never could look like Móntr 
fbrd/ * Why féars my love V ' re- 
turoed Henry, tenderly drying my tears. 
^ Wear the happy colour of my fortuneB 
wiien I tell'thee, that I am récondled tó 
(hé house of Montford, and have grasped 
the haiid of Guido in fríenddiip. He 
declares he rejoices at our marria^, ánd 
sends to tfaee, wkh his cordial remeoí^ 
brances, a wish that thy days may be long 
and thy love for me ferveat and etemaL 
He has. promised, too, that when lam 
arrived at BourdeauJí:, he wü joia me^ 
and be the: ^Jimípion fur the Iiouse. t)£ 
Anjoa against the ckáms cf Frañcé. 
Look not incred4sioi]& Canst thiMi doúbb 
die power of Omhiseieace tó change the 
sature of his cr^tsiunes ?^ I iras silent/ 
imoonvinced; but not knoiving what to: 
repiy, i did not penétrate infio thé mean* 
ingx>ftfae equivDOOJng traitor^s enighia* 
tical expressions, thongh still ds^elieving 

T 6 
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- that tlve i^biop's skin could haré under- 
gonV tiús sudden transformation. 

" We reached Viterbo in our way • to 
France^ wliere my lord proposed attmdmg 
nms. It was^ he said^ a token of gratÑ 
t^de,' required by the domestic happioess 
widí ivhich Heaven had blessed hioi. 
An undefined fpreboding cbiUed my faeart, 
as I said^ * Will you go in . your public 
character?' 'How/ said he, ^ should 
Henry Plantageíiet offer his oblations, but 
as thy husband^ and viceroy of the Pri&ce 
cf England ?' I told him that I had see& a 
man ina vizard pass us oq the road» whose 
air aad figure reminded ine%f Montferd« 
•The soil of Vherbo,* replied the geñer^ 
cus Prince, ^ is as frée to him as to us« 
What) i£ he Imeels beside me at the altar i 
Oor .tecoxiciliation will prevent hispre-r 
sence from vitiating my gift. Are you 
toó imi^cable to accompany me to the 
earthly tabernacle of the Prince of Peace^: 
I^t you should meel your enemy there ?' 

'8 



' * ( 3^5 ) 

Sxirely you would not bar against him 
the gatcs of heaven/ I fbllowed him^ 
requesting that he wóuld tlienceforth be 
a truer ioterpreter of a ' heart where lore 
struggled with fear, insteád of varring 
with hatred* 

** We prostrated ourselves at the altar 
where the Bishop had commenced the 
mysterious prepáration. I looked at my 
béloved lord : never had love and joy a 
sufolimer expression tban that which bis 
couñtenance discloeed. Preparatory to ré* 
ceiving the consecrated wafer, he offéréd' 
his interces^ve prayets for bis father, bis 
cottntry,his brave compattiots in Palestine^ 
and all inankind, even for his enetnies,^ if 
he had yet an enemy. Then, dasping' 
my hands, he added,-^ * I ateo tbank the 
Gíver of all good for- this blessing^ tcr 
which his !i¥Ísdom directed my choicé/ 
He started as he spoke, gaVe a groan, and 
reclined on my shoulder. 1 did not ask 
the cause } for, tuming round, I ' saw an 
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issassinV arm witbdrawing a dagger from 
fab body/ The figure vas muffled ia a 
cloak; bat durougii the vizard I boew 
die pecttiiarly horrid éxpressioa of Guido's 
cyes. My bo^xand spoke not, mored not, 
breathed not. The murderer had leisure 
to take a deadly ahn, and tbe bbw was 
given by ferodoos strength and ínter» 
minaíble hatred. You weep, dearest 
daughter j I have wept for fífty yeais ; 
but not wíthout con^aticn. In the most 
eoiemn act of peace and reconciltáiioii, 
hk spirít vfdB cailed to that state wbere 
ezistence fe not measured . by tbe rotatíons 
of time, days and y^^s; manhood and 
a^e are lost m that <{antmuky and fresh- 
ness of bdng, which is the reward of 
vhtue aüd piety. There re^s my Henry, 
among thé full of days ; and the paiod 
óf onr sepamtton wUi seem but as a 
momento when reckoned among the ages 
of our r&-union. 
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^^ Let me bríefly tell tlie remainder of 
my stDry:-~Montíbrd sprang upoa the 
altar, and daimed its protection. He 
had the effrontery to avow faimself 
Henr/s murdereir, or, as he called ir^ 
the avenger of his father and brother 
5Íain at the battle of Eveshanu Alas i 
my lord was not in the field ixrhere they 
died* They feU, npholdmg the banner of 
rebellion; and Míe príncely arm v^hích 
ponisbed their treasons, restored a crown 
f ó his £i^her, and peace to hk coontry» 
It was the insatiable spirit of revenge; 
the madnessof disappóinted desire} satanic 
pride coupied with satanic envy, aspiríng 
to the rewards of desert, without a soul 
to estimate the ralue of those qualities 
\¥hich secure esteem: these vices, and 
not the misdirected hnpulse of fílkd 
afiection^ were the deadly caakers which 
tilasted my brídal fdlicity. 

" In the firfit frcnzy of my despair^ 
I called on heav^ and earth to punish 
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pepfidious }Montford* Appari^tljr I 
c^iled in vain. No lightnitígs descended 
frotn. aboye; ñor did the earth .en- 
gulph hiiu ümg in her womb. - But he 
whose piinisbinent& are commensurate 
with eternity, need not commence tbem 
durmg the duratíoa cf time» Not so his 
earthly repre^ntatives, bpuiided in thmt 
power, and.finite as to^ it$diira|i^;;ibe 
swoxd of justíce is not put into tbelr baods 
that.it sbould xmt in itsscabbard wbm 
hvo9ir bids, or flash deatructipn a,t tb^ c«ül 
of prívate pasmona. Say not tbat I Wainier 
from ihe fold of the church^t^ior do I wisfa 
you to plead the partial feelibgs of con* 
nuhia) sorrow in extmuatron of my vehe» 
nience, when I add, tbat the keeper of the 
apostolical keys must account at the bar 
of the . Almigbiy for bis abrogation ofjthe 
Divine law, which requires the blbod of 
the murderer from the bandof the magis» 
tiiate. Did he refer to. the Services of the 
house of Momford» as a reascm why his 
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eye pitied Guido ? *-«Tho8e servtces were 
crimes. The blood-stained valleys of Pro- 
yeace, ber once happy viilages now silent 
catacombs, and her dties lighted by the 
fires of persecution, attest how the house 
of Montford served the God of mercy* 

^^ O, my daughter, were we sent into 
tfae world only to seekour own, and not 
the things of : others, many reasons could 
QOt be urged against an early preference 
of tfaat monastic Ufe, where the vicissitudes 
of fortune are unkhown; where hope 
never betráys, and fear never alarais» 
Had I been xovered with the thick val 
of the Carthusian sisterhood» these eyes 
would never have beheld the form which 
siiU visits my slumbers, and often with- 
draws my fhoughts from the calm ecstacies 
of devotion, to recollect how I entered 
Vherbo, and how I ijuitted its detested 
waUS) after fínding all my cries for justice 
disregarded* I carne a happy bride, rid* 
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ihg by the side of the most amiable and 
beloved of men^ elated by the acclamatkms 
of an admiriDg multitude, and antidpatmg 
the hü^py years which thúr prayérs in- 
voked : Ideparted a solkary widow^foUow- 
ing that husband's ghastly cor pse, which it 
VfdS now my sad duty to lay at the feét of 
his most. aflfectionate father. 1 did so, after 
long and painful travel ; I meant tHkt 
should be the last of my eatthly dutied; 
but the deep afiiiction of the excelient 
oU Prince kept me awlñle from the 
houGe of peace. ' He said it was a con* 
soiation to talk with me cf his H^iry, 
and to see that the noble youth was de- 
plored by an affection sincere as his own* 
The King of the Romans, whose gentle 
virtues endeared him to every heart, (Ued 
in these arms ; and I fíilfílled his last re- 
quest, of depositing the goiden cup, con- 
taining the treasure he most prízed, m ákt 
cathedral of Saint Peteras at Westmiaster. 
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Ask noiy lady, if it ^ré th« regalía of bis 

álular kjingddmi the eoroiiet of his £ngli6h 

aarldom» or the h^it-looms of Angooléme 

and Anjpu* It vft:& a jewel wortby the 

hdlié9t*8hri&e<^a heart perforated by an 

asBa^in's sword) vhile gbwíAg with tbe 

purest fervours of social and divine bve i 

^^ Since that period, the sequel of my 

biafory \s oompiized in this sentence «-^I 

took the Teflí in this convent* But to 

libee» daughter, wbxn a$Í€tion bs» ako 

early dimüssed from dke duties of society» 

ihcL bistory of my feéfings may be iü* 

atroctíve. Fór a time my beart was r^ 

beUious» To reign tbe vice-queen of 

Boardeaux> or to smile a happy princesa 

at f be court of England, seemed better 

dian to weep a forgotten nun at seques- 

tered Kirkiee. Long and deep reflection 

xm tbe brevity and unsatisfactortness of 

human enjoyments, added to a soul- 

satisfying conviction of the goodness suid 
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wisdoai of my Creator^ h$Me reamaká 
me to my lot. Time and eternity divide 
par existence. Wbat prepares me for the 
next life, 16 best for me in thfe preeeat $ 
apd so truly am I reconciled tb.my falte» 
tbac I somecimes doubt, whelber, if I.were 
permitted to unseal the tomb» I . «ouid 
revivify tbe moirideríng form of him I 
shall ever lQve« : The foimdMipn of thís 
peacc^has .been iaid in huiniffity, ia a..M». 
Qund^tipn of myyfUbe^^ in a detf^ibaisiag. 
fonciousnesa that che eUtJQymenta wl^cb 
are sdU mine, íexqeed my deservinga. 
How truly are thoae oiir worst .leneawf» 
^ho by fiattery increaee our pride, or by 
Vidulgence aggravate our desires* They 
tell u6 the world was made for us, aiHl 
that all things ought to bend to ^Hir 
\YÍ)1« Fools! 'tis the short-sighted Jm- 
portance of an enimet, vha from ^ 
mole-hill surveys his space of emiMC^; 
b^t sees not the approaching bird» ^ho 
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^¿es and cárries him to h^r hungry 

<«' Sutély/' saM thé Countess of Lútí^ 
cáster, ^ I now am htimble ; yet help me^ 
excélletit Lady Emiíieline, to probé and 
purífy my heart,- by describing to me the 
cotiYictions of true humiiity/* 

^* Vi^en otheís/* replíed the ábbess, 
.<< tiave thdr deñres, and thou not thine; 
whea the say tngs of another are esteémed, 
tfaine slightéd ; others ask and obtam, 
thou beggesc, and art refused ; théy are 
cried up, thou disgraced ; and while they 
are employed, thou art lakl by as fit for 
>U)thmg; or an unworthy person com- 
mands th^, and rules thee as a tyrant, 
reproves, suspects, and reviles thee: -canst 
thou bear this sweetly, and entertáih the 
usage as thy just portion, and as an acci- 
dent most fit and proper to thy person 
ánd condition?''* 

* Thit mo8t admirable definition of humilityi' 
taken from the eloquent Bishop Taylor, ii e:|perí-^ 
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Alicia recoUected her . thou^ts^ aml 
thensaid, she trusted she f di tUs lovU^ 
ness. of miad. ^^ If so/' aasweccd die 
sübboisfiy ^^ aíBictícm has done ifis wofk, 
and dther brighter darjis wUl ensue» or i^ 
deep gloom wiU be a8 acc^ptahle as sun* 
shine. But perhaps at the present mo** 
meat temptatioii miay be iaert aad feeble. 
'Tis dangarous to decide an important 
quesdon by the átate of our iimnediate 
feelings. We wíll at a future time pro^ 
ceed in the important ^rutiny j till tj^en» 
frequently examine thy soul by the test 
of a definition which the cluldren of 
affliction ought to have eagravaí deepij 
oa tbeir memories. At the áame time 
remombering^ that it does no( require 
a surrender of judgment so absolate as 
to hold our$elves worse than those whose 
defects and palpable unworthiness we 



xaentally.recoinmended ta tbe daily comiderslicMi of 
all wboae CQnditipn it laay tuit. 
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plainly see, through the gauds of their 
better fortunes ; but only the submission 
of our desires to the will of God, testifíed 
by contentedly embracing the portíon he 
sees most fittíng for us.'% 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

Nñther man ñor «ngel ctn Atcem 

Hypoerisy» the only evil that walks 

loYÍáble, exc«pt to God alone, 

By bis permísiive witt, through Heav(;n and earth : 

And oh, though wíidom wake» tuspicion sleeps ' 

At wbdom*s gatc, and to simpAicity 

Resigni ber charge, wbile goodneca tbinlcs no ill 

Wbere no ill tecms. 

Mjlton. 

nrHE first month of Alicia's noviciatc 
had not expired, when the repose 
cf Kirklee was interrupted by an unex- 
pected visitant, The suite of a great 
lady was passing to one of her residences 
wbere she herself had already arríved; and 
thehostels and castles were so deserted that 
only convents could supply to travellers 
the rites of hospitality. The communi^^ 
cations of the pursuivant, \vho asked this 
favour of Lady Emmeline, were c^Icu- 
lated to put the humility of AUcia to the 
severest test, for he declared that he was 
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ft servant of die Countess of Laaeaster. 

Alicia, when the reqüest was made, wai 

witfa the abbess, vho, pitying her feeU 

iúgs, objected to admitüHg the strangen 

^^ NÓ9" exdaimied the pensive novice^ 

*^ dear and mdulgenc mother, iet me noc 

fentder you inhospitable. Receive'^the 

petitioners ; they may be ibmd who wenr 

my séryaAts. I wili* confine myself to tny 

celly and practise the lessoÉs you haw 

taüght me» while you eñ^ertain them* 

But in pity to die bereaved módier aHd 

deserted wífe» -^ in recollection tdo pf dial 

Henry who haunts your night visicms» aád 

interrupts your prayers, ~- enquire if they 

have heard any tidings of my child, and 

jf Lancaster is happy with his Matílda f ^ * 

The tender, considérate Lady £mme^ 

Une didnot long teave Alicia to we^ an4 

tremble alone } but spon withdrew from 

the refectory, and joined hetr ¡n her celf « 

*^ My daughter/' said ^he, ** Üíis is moitf 

extraordinary ; the tidingi brbught bf 

TOL. III. Q 
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Sather Nkholas^ and the accouAt of f h# 
damsel whom we Icx^e» caimot accor^* 
Ua^uesdcmably «he beÍo|igs to the hotise^ 
ho)d of the Earl of Lancaster^ for she is 
fscbrted - by horsemen, bearing hís badg^e 
and pennóD i yet she knowa of no Lady 
M^tíMa, wife of EarlThcHsas;^ bót speaks 
of Alicia, de Lacy 'as still alivet ** 
V rlmagioe the ¿áilor who has loag ching 
t^ the wrediLof:his shattered vessel: k 
bttotts &om hisenervated arm»; he bids 
Mci^tenial adieu to all sublunary objects } 
and^rjustas he éxpects Üs closmg eyes 
imü (^tó in.an nnknown.world, he sees 
tjheiilí&rbóat riding the wayes to.snatcb 
him froñi desttuction : the revived ties 
Gff.natuxé warm hís heart, and reldndie 
the .wish tO' struggie vrith his fate till 
t^ficuf arrives. >. So felt the Countess of 
(ancaster. Tbe repo^ of thé monastacf, 
(lije fijendahtp of the inuns, tbe counseis 
oí tbe.htíly abbess, ieven her appróaching 
^^\^^(iQ:aa héavenly husband, all lost 
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thelr attracüons ; and as her long-toitüred 

diüughts disjoined the ñames óf Lancaster 

and Matilda, thé tíde oí human a6fectk>ns 

rushed into her búsom. Awhile sb^ 

panted for breath, beseeching Lady Em- 

mel&ie to pardoii her weakness, and then 

asked the ñame of their inmate. It was' 

Beatrice Valancyt " The most favoured 

of my attendabts/' exclaimed she ; ^^ but 

to whom I príncipally ascribed my ruin. 

Whát can this mean? She must have 

dkcovered my^retreat, and visits Kirklee 

imder another pretext, to ascértain that I 

am really here. Did you^ holy mother, 

vsatisfy her on that point ? Perhaps she is 

sent by my lord. At least you say «she 

deníes that he is Matilda's husband." 

The abbess clasped the agitated novice 
in her maternal arms, and answered, thát 
while the intelligence appeared thus inex* 
plicable and contradictory, reserve was 
the díscreetest course. She dissuaded her 
from sedng Beatrice, till some further^ 

a a 
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dereloprnent had taken place. The 
averáon which Alicia justly felt fi>r thé 
venal sycophant who had corruptéd her 
mindy struggled with the anzieties oi^ a 
vife and mothér. ^^ Holy abbess/' saíd 
sfae, ^^ the world is dead to me, at léast 
&8 amusements, its vanities^ and its pur- 
suits; but must human affections alsa 
expire to complete the triumph of the 
cross? The church encouráges us to 
hope that the ties of love and friendship 
exiát iá héaven, and constitute pan of its 
|oys. It also describes the saínts and the 
blessed majtyrs in the fuli exercise of 
social kindness,assÍ8dng militantChristians 
in thdr journey to Canaan/^ 

" I do not condemn your ahxiety to 
know the state of your family/^ answered 
Lady Emmeline, ^^ ñor do I, dear, píóus, 
but too susceptible daughter, enjoin that 
entire consuoipdon of our aflfections on 
. thé altar of Divine lore, in vhich oor 
more rigid schoolqien place the valúen 



( 341 ) 

úie holoeausc you zte áboof fd eÉér^ I 
only í-equiré thát oor désitéd $hoílld 
attend on the tempk, as obi^ient baüd- 
tnaids^ ^ubmkiéd to che servicé off Kirid 
who sees every cotiiingency, and will 
assign to éach its ptc^r dcaiiétt^ próvided 
we ti^ait on His wilL My ádvice was pro- 
dential, sttld merély resípécted your o^ihi 
safety*) wben I wished you not co ¿eé 
Beatríce Valancy. iShe Hekber appéaré 
as an envoy from Lord Lancaster, to 
itjsat of reconciliatiofi^ ñor yet as a spy 
Bent to discover the «ecrets pf my nun- 
neiy. Her deportmeiit is haughty and 
▼ain, like ene of the children of thís 
>torld^ who, elated by a little brief pros* 
perity, and engrossed by temporal ar- 
rangements, iook on the labours of the 
pious votaress mth contempt, and shud* 
der vith fastidious niceness at the minis^ 
teríng sister who is devoted to the relief 
of poverty and aifliction. I do not wish 
her to know that you reside among us ; 

Q 3 
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but if you could so far command jrbitir 
fqeUngs as tQ be a silent hearer, you ahaU 
conceal yourself in itiy chamber of audi* 
ence ; while» in tbe character of one állied 
to the house of Láncaster by marñage^ I 
ynú question ber of ks pi^es^t state/' 
. Alicia promiaed witb a fervency that led 
!(»ady flipmeline to fmt her composure 
(pould: npt.be eqifal to it$ perfomiasiibe# 
$be however pern^itted the tiial. Ttm 
baughty, Beatric;^ could not decUue. th^ 
conferencQ. to which &he was inyited by a 
person of suQh emínence for rank and 
sanctity. Gay, disdainfül, and richly 
^ttired, $he stalKed intp jhe chamber. 
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V^here the abbess sat;^TeceÍYe her in 
pimple venerable i^i^ély* Unappalledby 
the 2u:rogance:ttf ier guest, she gravely 
^údy ^^ Be seated, young maiden, and gra- 
tify my curiosity respecting the welíare of 
a ñimily to whobi I am aliied ; for though 
1 bave renounced the world for half a 
cenmry, I cease riot to pray for the^irinces 
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^ the house of Anjois. You seé be». 
&r? you, in the abbess of Kirklee, thé 
widow of Henry Hantagenet» and a de* 
sc^daat of the counts of Thoulcruse*. 
T^hea I Tenou^cfed. the.world, Ednuuid 
of Ls^icaster was ia tb^ simshine of h}$ 
üxst espousak with the iair Avisa of ;Glou-« 
qesísev. ¡ I weU recqtllect the reportod splen4 
dor of their ñutíais, fpr the detaU gave » 
^vere papg to my then unsubmitling h^tU 
Blind to the futiere, we'^ see not in the 
magaiñcence of the brídal pajr^ the ap^» 
proáchiag.tríals of the wifi^ and husband ; 
all then is love, and hope, and exu)tation# 
^opn, too soon, in niany marmges. ^e 
these feelings succeeded by; disgust or 
despondency; a daughter áckens injhe 
prime of beauty ; 9 promising ^n is en* 
snared by the ten^tañons of the worldé 
Fortune tums her wheel, time spread$ his 
wing8, death points the shafts of disékse. 
Cold and palé as the white i^arble effigy 
which preserves her beautiful resemblance» 

Q 4 
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tile' ricfa hdréss of the Normsoí Eark at 
Qlúvícesttr fies in the same holy edifice 
as contains the heait oí my princely hus^ 
band. A second áHd more auspicious 
jÉiamage with the widowed Qáeén of 
Navarre inad¿ Priace Edmund the htíxet 
ef two hopefol sons, of xvhose fortunes 
I wísb to enqdre. A rqport hasr rea^hed 
«s^ that the eidest, aft^ his first unión vnú 
the heiress of De Ldcy» had been dis^ 
solved by death, has formed íi second con^ 
ti^ct with the daughter of Earl Maurice, 
once affiáhced to his fHend Guy de Beau^ 
ehaníp»** 

*^ Report,*' said Beatrice, *^ was ever « 
l^ossip and a Kar^ thelady yoü speak of 
Í8 indeed adopted into thé house of Lañ-^ 
easter, buck is by marriage with thé Eari 
of Leicester, Prínce Edmund's youngei' 
son/' 

" Joy to their nuptials V* résumed the 
ahbess in a louder tone, lo drown thé 
íatnt espressions ot relievAl anguish 
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whieh- burst from tbe heaviag bosom of 
<he secreted lady. 

** No joy nor blessing/' a^iswered 

Beatrice, insalently^ ^ but sorrow and 

maledktioa attend them for ever ! Their 

nuptial» were hastened to injure a moist 

skdmirabie lady^ and to díveri it|p princely 

¿prtunes oiF the De Lacies from their lawfui 

mhtfrítrÍ3(, my noble místress/' *^ As 

how V* inquired Lady Emmeline, with un» 

affected , solicitude* ^' Príncely abt)e6S)" 

answered Beatríce, ^^ the expianatioa wiU 

unfold a series of uqtparalleled dúcanery, 

cruelty, and injustice. On the marriage 

<Á Thomas Plantagenet with the beautííul 

and exeellent Alicia de Lacy, her besottdd 

father, ¿iscioated with the ^ntly repete 

of his soa-jn-law, assigaed his estates in 

perpetuity to the house of Lanca^er, pró- 

\áded my dear iady badf iu> clúld j -— 'she 

produeed a son/' • 

" Who/' said the trtfmblinf abbesa» 

** is dead.'' ^ No/* returned Beaince ;: 

^ S 
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^< I kept him from destruction» snatched 
him from the power of hb murderons 
father, and will place him in bis mother's 
arms. — Surely, I heard a groan./* 

^^ It is a rough night/' said the abbess^ 
calmly, ^^ and thé wind howls along the 
cloisterfi i büt your tale ie suíSdent to 
rouse the deád. — Proceed,'* ^ 

" Hís father/* resumed Beatrice, 
*^ áttempted to poison - his mother, bnt 
through my ínterpositton her life was 
preserved. She has ásserted herrighta, 
the King has listened to her comphints, 
Lancaster is deprived of his matrimonial 
earhibtais^ the vizard of the pretended' 
saint has fallen off, and foul disgrace 
and contumely are his just portion." 

*• Never ! never !** exclaimed the Coun- 
tess. The abbess rose, and commanded 
Beatrícet to retire, but she remained rooted 
to the spot, vith a. countenance palé from. 
horror. Lady EmmeKne, putting adde 
the tapestry^ hastened tó the support of 

8 
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the fidnting Alicia, now adininistering 
powerful stimulants> now endeavouríng to 
incúlcate self-commánd* *^ Be but firm," 
wliispere^l she, ^^ and thef base impostor 
wiU.be detected." Beat^cé heard what 
passed. Steeped to the lips in guilt, and 
iong accustomed to those fears and aur- 
prizalsy which, while tfaey puñish iniquity^ 
render it expert in its doublings ; tbe mo-^ 
ment that artful woman had overeóme 
ber fírst alarm, . at supposing that the 
voice of her lady was an unearthly sound^ 
she saw tbe course that must be adopted^ 
and pursued it with that determined efiron<- 
tery of íaishood, on which its sikcess de* 
pended- 
Alicia raised her head from the bosom 
of the abbess, and met the eyes of her 
faíthlesa attendant, yho audaciously foU 
lowed Lady Emmeline. Her abhorrence 
of Surrey's detested agent gaye a new* 
Ímpetus to her feeltngs, and, addres^g 
her with d%nity, she said, ** Daré not, Bea* 

q6 
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trice, to slander my reputatioQ^4»r tiie boi 
noured n^me of tby lord, ñor dMcive das 
holy al4;>ess With tfay idie fibrications. 
The ^m% th»t I have been separaisd fraia 
my husband lias been passed ia capti¿ 
vity, br wíthm theee wlilb. I have made 
Bo appeal lo tke King. The seecet of my 
€^&€f»€e b kiK>mi t» íem^má k diatt 
90oner go vm^fecofered to my grate, thaa 
mjure the £arl of Lanca^ter." 
^^ Blessed Virgb/' 8aid> Beatrice, «r06S« 
^kig hersdf, *^ hast thou worked atiother 
miracie^ Ckniid I have expected to ñné 
t>ut a sorc»?ess and a proetltute, tfae pa» 
f amour of £ree-booters and the hveUi^ 
of Satán, among the penitents of Kirkieef 
But thou, who coald^ bring the xc^icked 
Countess of ái]|oq to mass, and then, 
fbrcmg he^ body ihrough a pane of 
glass on whkh thy ñnage was pamfed, 
^ver it to atoms, ^o tbat not a dust of 
it was ever after seen, wilt, unless thk 
witch 18 tby convert, presjéiire the Goua» 

9 
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leas of Lancasier from her spelk and 
incantatíons/' 

^^ I command thee silence," said Alicia. 
Beatríce dipped her band ín the hóly 
water whkh stood ágainst the abbess's 
state-canopy, and, sprínkling híerself with 
die mummeries used tb counteract magic, 
ez¿laimed, *< A^aunt Agatha ; trouble me 
not P' Adiimderbolt coutd not more have 
astounded Alicia, than to be accosted as 
thaft horrible woman. Her hands vehe- 
mently clasped her forehead, as $he started 
back, fíxed her imploring eyes on the 
abbess, and sunk uppn her knees. ^ In- 
nooencé shall not be thtre overwhelmed,** 
said that calm and feithful friend, giving a 
^gnaJ, which summoned her attendants. 
They carne instantly, and she commanded 
^them to seize that imposton ** What 
impostor ?" In the audience^chamber 
there were only herself, and the terri- 
fied AKcia. Beatríce was fled. ** Pre- 
vent the escape of her suite,'*^^ was the 
next order« Alas i how could that be 
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obeyed. Á community of feeble nuns, 
and the few aged labourers they empIoyed> 
could nót restrain the flighf of armed men, 
moutit^ on swift horses. While they 
debated who should venture ' through 
the cloisters to'tell the porter to defend 
the gate leading to the outer dormi- 
tory, where the troopers lodged, they had> 
forced the keys from the terriñed vrarder, 
caparisoned their horses^mountedBeatrice, 
and scoured across the country in the di- 
rection toward Sandal castle. 

Alicia had now ampie cause to regret her 
want of fortitude and self-controul, which 
prevented the full disclosure which the 
abbess had hoped to procure; but Beatríce 
had touched the master-spring which taiade 
most harmony or discord in her soul, by 
impeaching'the honour and threatening 
the life of her husband. From all tbat 
passed, it was evident that a f$\ú con^i* 
racy existed to de&me and injore Lan* 
caster, Her acknowiedged likenefis to 
Agatha occurred to her recoUectioOj not 
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as an excuse for Beatrice's misrepresenta«> 
tionsy but as . a r^ason to suspect the . parr 
which that<iauntIessandabandonedwoinan 
was now acting. Of ha: . existente and 
residence in that neighbour hood^ she bad 
some few months before a dreadful proof. 
Who was it that now assumed her ñame, 
accused Lancaster to the King, demanded 
her inheritance, and to whom was the 
child going to be conveyed ? These were 
all questions, which, but fo^ her precipí- 
tate agony, might have been fully an* 
swef ed, though suspicion pointed that the 
curse which denoúnced her to be the 
victiiti of conjugal and maternal anguish, 
was iiow accomplishing by the wretch 
who uttered the maledicti<Mi« 

Lady Emmeline was not one of those 
every^iay friends, who embitter grief by 
uttering fruitless reproaches, and aíflict thé 
self-accusingusufierer by repeatiiig neg* 
lected admonitions. She encouraged 
Alicia to the eicertion which her situatioi^ 
required, by observing that the fortitude 
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which caá endure a long course of ad- 
versity with medsnes^ g^^tly diSers firotíl- 
ihat preseBce of mind which adapts itseÍP 
fo every einergency, and eludes sudd^ñ' 
^urprkes. Every observaticui which $he 

bad made on Alicia, conyixiced ber, thaV 
with an acuteaess of feeling rardf 
equalled, she had much mental energyé' 
pit)vided the spring were touched whkfa- 
would püt ít in motíon. The delicat^ 
irritable being, who, by the influeqce of 
litxurious prosperityybowed beneatba sum* 
mer evening's breeze, preserved her ni^ 
tíal faith nn$taínied amid, the seductions 
and the tarrors of Surrey's castle ; ^1, 
braying ¿sitígue and d&^ger, sbe projeeled 
and executed b^ estape. The -skoriv^ 
then, was a hope to be restored to her 
firtnily^ and till it died away ac the iatel- 
Ugencé of the lo3é of her child» and óf her 
lord's «ecpnd contráct, 3he di^ not sinl^Mto 
the inactiyity of despaic A stiper ior im- 
pulse npw ireqüired. her to re<»appear in 
the world ; namely, to de|ect an impoetOT, 
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xMOirer her cfaild, preserve the reputados, 
of her busbsuid, and rescue him from 
the macfainations of a cabal, wfao en-: 
deayoured to make her misfortunes a pre-» 
test for his ruiíu When Lady Emmeiine 
recollected AKcia's generous anxíety to 
keq> I^ancaster cmhurt, even when su&< 
tajaiog the bhterest piovocations ; . the 
qigfspMMUsnesp with wbich she arraigned 
her bwn levities, and fínally resolved to 
^ to the world, that he might Uve pare 
in £auxH9 "má hi^h in stadon} she wa$ 
^^ooyinced» th» weeping^ self-accusing 
penínent could not be deficient in the 
trué cbaracterisúcs of female heroism, . if 
e^Ued ntpcsk . tQ act; decidedly in the de» 
^mce of tbos?, yffhose life and peace were 
dearer tban h^ own. She saw with 
pleasore, but without sorprize, that th^ 
detectíon of Father Nicholas's mistake, 
(who, seeing a nuptial preparation a^ 
Kenilworth, concluded Lancaster was the 
brídi^oom,) had relieved Alicia's heart 
<tf its only insupportable burden; and those 
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aymptoms óf a stnmg indéKblé' aifadll^^ 
meQt determined Lady Emtneliné, that^ 
the novice's caH to a monastic Kfe was' 
superseded by the circumstance tbat her 
marriage-cohtract contínued in fiíU forcé ^ 
and how sUghtly soever she might laów 
valué her rich inheritance, her JíamUy 
had a claira on her exertíons, to detect 
^raud, disprove calumny, and onmask 
.fmposture. 

- While the abbess was ruminattog oa 
what ^course prudence dictated at the pre- 
sent «mergeñcy, á mendicant friár arrived 
át the gate# He sólicited alnls for thesuf- 
fereís from the last Scottish inroad, 9Xíá 
received liberally from the t^ vfho zcteá 
as ^Imoner. " The sóuls of those whom 
you cherished on • earth shall greet your 
arrival in paradise, worthy virgin/' saíd 
the Francíscan, " %hile the rich Dives of 
Pontefract howls in torment 1*' The ehaste 
votaresses who inhabited convents, were 
not so totally dissimilar from thdr sisters 
of the coteries of our times, as to be 
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DMhoUy inÜiíSbrent to the procéeding^ tíf 
the world they had renounced. Slander, 
w, more properly, gossip had its charmé, 
añd the actions of the Lady Baroness fuf- 
ñished conversationfor tbeneighbourhood. 
The rule of Kirklee was not sa severe as 
ló ' proscribe conversatioii» 'and sister Ur- 
é^hi detailed all she had. 'gathered from 
d^indigkiánt mendicánt, "^hen the society 
ftext assembldi. Pontefrax:t castlé, she sáid^ 
had beeá ré^ei^ified, aftd ínadé the resi- 
dence of a splendid establíshmétit ; but 
the poór must not expect fóod, ñor the 
travellet largesses. The reason given 
was, that thé Earl of Lancaster withheld 
his consortes ríghts; but very strange tales 
were toW of that lady. ^^ITie oíd servants 
iRrhó were driven out when the Scots pil- 
hged the castle, in vain soiicited a rei> 
establishment. They could not everi get 
admittance to their mistress's presence^ 
and were now begging the country, and 
'vetemently complaíning of iU-usage. The 
Counte^ herself, too, (to her shame be ]| 
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•poken !) first carne doxvn into thóse fñS» 
muí the Lord Surrey, who cadled hímself 
her champion, and evén threateüed to take 
arms in defence of her rights. ' Many said 
that he would marry her as soon as she was 

• 

divorced Trom Lord Lanca^er, but others 
whispered tbat they knew each other's 
worthlessnesa too well. and tbat a new 
man, a person of base extraction, "whom 
the King had knighted to please the 
Countess, was the reignk^ íavouñte. Be 
that as it would, the country-people were 
all in despain The twrets of Pc»itefract, 
they said, used to shine like a beaccm, 
pomting out a happy harbour to all who 
could escape the rocks of SaiídaL NoW 
tyrant wonld confront tyránt, aüd from 
theír conbined influence hs3^ could dié 
poor, the feeble, and the friendlesd escape. 
The sísterhood crossed themselveá, and 
fiqoiced at their tnanutni^sion from such a 
world* 

When Lady Emmélme heard that the 
' f arl of Surrey stood at the head of thís 
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^[>rmkbble comiMnatkmy sbe immedkitdy 
9ppreheuded that measures vau!d be 
taken to forcé froin her protectíoA thei 
only person who could dissalve it, and 
wkh the deepest regret she pointed out td 
Alicia the necessity of .seeking some othet 
i^bode. Two asylums were ofiered to 
her choice; Keliiiworth, provided either 
of the iUustrbus brotbers werp there ; or 
ABoeúmvYs the retreat of her mochen At 
either place her identity wouid be ascer*- 
tained, and nothing else seemed ^ecessary 
to disperse ti\e, strange ¡Aeilomenon of this 
pseudo-iCountess, whoseactio&s amiounced 
her oiigm^ñrst by h^ baseaess, and next 
by her evident apprehénsion of detectíon. 
No time was to be lost; the few vassak 
Kirklee could muster would add nothing 
to Alicia's security against abaron so 
potent and determined as Surrey. She 
must depend on speed and privacy for her 
escape. The sumpter-mule of the con- 
Vent for her palfrey, and Father Nicholas 
for her escort, were all the abbess could 
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ofier, and these the Coüntess gratefully 
^ccepted* The terror of falling again into 
the power of Surrey» the vindictíi» re- 
solute Surrey, now rendered a thousand 
atunes more tremendous» by her steady re« 
^staoce to his will, absorbed every other 
fear. She was speedily equipped for 
flight, and in the silence of the níght, with 
no other participator in her design than 
the abbess, and no pther associates than 
^he good oíd monk and an approving 
€onscien(:e| she bade an aíFectionately 
mournful adiea to the happy retreat cf 
Kirklee, and once again embarked on this^ 
world's tempestuous sea, a timid yet deter- 
mined pilgrim, to sede and sáve her hus«^ 
band. 
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